
DAVIS COUNTY 

GENEALOGY 

     Rent is paid for the next year, and we 

are looking at what we need to do to 

continue to thrive as a society. Our out-

look is not bleak, but does depend on 

our memberships and volunteers. Life is 

about changes and it certainly can throw 

obstacles into our paths. 

     With that said, we recently had a 

fundraiser garage sale during the city 

wide sales. While nothing to brag about 

to take to the bank, it is one of the nec-

essary things we need to do to raise 

funds. Donated items were accepted. 

We may do this again in the fall. 

     We will assist the Old School with an 

open house in a few months, there will 

be some great programs going on then. 

     Keep in mind we have a few items in 

our ongoing “book sale”,  stop by to 

look at the stack, periodicals and re-

sources. Email us for a listing. 

     The next expense we can expect is a 

computer upgrade, as the ol dinosaur 

takes a while to warm up, but still gets 

the job done.  

     And the next fall grant, may be for 

the dinosaur replacement, but we still 

would like to continue to fill in blanks of 

microfilms or purchase digital of what 

we have. 

     Don’t forget the Davis County Fair! 

This is an undertaking as well, and we 

will be counting on each of you to pro-

vide your items for judging and display. 

Along with spending time as a volunteer 

at our booth. Come on by, and sit a 

spell, we have the most knowledgeable, 

historical, momentous area in the fair 

grounds. It’s always dry & cool too! Get 

your items ready now, see the Fair Rules 

enclosed. 

     Floris has been a hot topic, as we 

were loaned photos to make copies, and 

folks are seeking out these artifacts. This 

newsletter and the next will be devoted 

to the little town. 

 

Deb Barker, President & Editor 
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Marriages on Microfilm- 

 

I am still in process of tran-

scribing years of Marriages. 

These are more than likely one 

in the same, as I mentioned in 

the last newsletter, a member 

transcribed by hand in 1984, 

and I am digitizing, in 2013. 

Donated by Bonnie Mares and 

covers through Vol 13, 1936. 
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 Rules for Genealogy Exhibits for the 2013 Davis County Fair  

                Exhibitors must be residents of Davis Co. IA OR members of the Davis Co. Genealogical Society.  They musts purchase a Da-
vis Co. Fair Membership for $1.  Exhibits will be accepted on July 8, 2013 between noon and 5 p.m.  Open judging will begin at 5:30 p.m.  
Contact iadavis@netins.net with questions. 

1.  Each exhibit MUST have attached an explanation/genealogical connection of why it is important to the exhibitor including exhibitor’s 
name and address, and relationship. Index card recommended. 

2.  Suggest use of sheet protectors or sandwich type bags for protection; lamination is not recommended.    

3.  Original documents are discouraged, computer generated or photocopies will be accepted and need not 

be framed or matted.  

4.  NO entries will be accepted by mail.     

5.  No more than 1 entry per category per exhibitor. 

6.  Previous year’s first 3 placing items may not be re-exhibited.    

                Judging is based on the item as described in the category and the genealogical value of the item, not on the age or presentation.  
If entries don’t qualify or are not an acceptable standard, placing may be withheld.  Not responsible in case of loss.  

1st Place--$1.50   2nd Place--$1.25  3rd Place--$1.00  Best of Show $2.00 

“Unless otherwise specified, exhibits must directly relate to exhibitor or exhibitor’s family.” 

Category A: Research Material 

1.       Genealogical Collection: 3-ring Binder, Notebook, Scrapbook, etc. (Not published.) 

2.       Compiled Research: summary of research. Includes Ahnentafels & family group sheets. (May be published.) 

3.       Genealogical Proofs: copies or transcriptions of original research on one family or one line. 

4.       Two or more documents relevant to each other, ie: birth/death, marriage/divorce, enlistment/discharge, etc. 

5.       Genetic Genealogy: finding from DNA testing. 

Category B: Stories and Articles 
6.       True Story: biography, memory, etc written by exhibitor. Typed, may include photos. Not to exceed 700 words. 

7.       Storytelling Display: timeline specific with photos. 

8.       Article from publication other than local. 

9.       Written Davis Co History: church, school, place, event. Typed, may include photos. Not to exceed 700 words.  Need not directly 
relate to exhibitor. 

Category C: Charts 
10.    Pedigree/Family Tree Chart: number of generations and completeness within those generations is considered. 

11.    Straight-Line Lineage Chart: relationship between 2 people: ancestor & descendant 

12.    Collateral Lineage Chart: relationship between 2 people, ie: Arnold Schwartzenegger & Maria Shriver. 

 



 

Rules for Genealogy Exhibits for the 2013 Davis County Fair  

Category D: Personal Documents 
13.    Records: diary, letters, ledgers, school, etc. 

14.    Religious: baptism, confirmation, bible, etc. 

15.    Certificate: birth, wedding, membership in organization, etc. (not government records) 

16.    Document or Certificate relating to Davis Co History. Need not directly relate to exhibitor. 

Category E: Legal Documents 
17.    Vital Statistics: birth, marriage, or death. 

18.    Will or Probate 

19.    Land: land grant, deed, mortgage, lien, etc. 

20.    Military Record: discharge, pension, award, etc. 

21.    Misc Court: immigration, divorce, guardianship, civil, criminal, etc.  

Category F: Photos 
22.    Two people or less. 

23.    Three people or more. 

24.    Pictorial Family History: poster or organized photo collection. 

25.    Home: homestead, house, barn, farming, family business, etc. 

26.    Community: school, church, cemetery/gravestones, organizations, events, etc. 

27.    Photos depicting Davis Co History. Need not directly relate to exhibitor. 

Category G: Miscellaneous 
28.    Miscellaneous 

Category H: Junior Projects 
29.    Map of Ancestors: where they lived. 

30.    Immigration.  National origin of ancestors. 

31.    Family Tree or Pedigree: can be creative 

32.    Family Photo 

33.    Timeline: life of an ancestor with historical events 

34.    Art/Craft project depicting an aspect of family history. 

35.    Art/Craft project depicting an aspect of Davis Co history.  Need not directly relate to exhibitor. 

36.    Cultural or Historical Display pertaining to exhibitor’s heritage. 



   

ARNIE, 1999 
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     The different pictures of the Floris Churches, label them as Christian, M. E., and 

Baptist. Noting the bell tower, windows, distinguishes between them? Some photo’s 

have 3 openings, some have 2 openings in the bell tower. Photo above is from 1976 

TTT This is Davis County Maroon book. Previous page modern photos were taken be-

fore the Christian church destruction in 2008. The church photo on the previous page 

labeled M.E. was also on loan, Our next Issue will include more Floris photo’s. 

The town of Floris and first Post 

Office (Lick Creek Township) was 

established in 1847 in Lick Creek 

Township on the application of a 

Dr O C Udell and George Duffield 

and was called floris (city of 

Flowers). 

The first Post Master appointed 

was D Swinney from 1846-1865. 

In 1950 Ceina Birdsall was ap-

pointed, and more recently Sally 

Birdsall held the position. 

July 1854 the town of Floris was surveyed and August 8, 1854 platted.  

Floris was also the location of Chicago & southwestern & Rock Island railroad station.  

On January 10,  1905 the town of Floris, Iowa was incorporated. The first Mayor was 

Isaac Hart.  

Floris is 4 miles from the Log Church “Mars Hill”. 

The first switchboard operator was Pearl Strickland, with Bernice Hopkins being the 

last, as in 1965 the Floris telephone exchange was converted to dial service. 

On June 26, 1905 the Floris Savings Bank was established, George Carson cashier. 

 

In 1975 there were 2 church-

es, the Baptist and the Chris-

tian. 

 

 

In 1974 the modern school 

building was sold to the Bap-

tist church. 

1910– Baptist Church  



Who are We Missing? 

Charter Member Lois Jones will be missed 

 

2010 Census puts Floris @ 128 persons. In 1920 the population was 252. 

 

Floris hosts an annual Flag Day with festivities and good cheer.  
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NORMAL HOURS 

 Tues, Weds, Thurs, Fri 

1 - 4 PM 

Saturday 10 A-1 PM 

Monthly meetings the 3rd Thursday of the Month, 7 PM  

at the Old School 

Open to the Public 

 

 

2013 OFFICERS 

DEBORAH BARKER,  

EDITOR & PRESIDENT 

KAREN PROSAPIO, VICE PRESIDENT 

VICKI HOUK, SECRETARY 

PAT HOWK, TREASURER 

ALL VOLUNTEERS APPRECIATED! 

ALL MEMBERSHIPS SOLICITED! 


