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Dieffenbach Letters 
  We have been sent letters writ in 
German and transcribed to a more 
modern German [2 sets], from the 
Jacob Diffenbach Pulaski family. 
While trying to decipher this first 
hand information, the researcher of 
Germany, made a treck to Iowa.  Dr 
Christian H Freitag and his wife re-
ceived first hand some southern Io-
wa hospitality. While they did NOT 
make it to the Genealogy Library, 

they felt it necessary to share and 
archive these series of letters, written 
in the 1850-60s. The letters are very 
vivid and detail things about the voy-
age from Europe from the hard 
times and the happy days, to break-
ing the prairie. The Dieffenbachs 
lived SW of Pulaski in Grove Twp.  

The Complete letter  collection can 
be found in our surname files.  
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 Hoping to bring you another in-
teresting newsletter. To sum up 
2011, I would first have to start 
with bragging about the greatest 
membership a society could have. 
Along with that a even greater 
group of volunteers. Our com-
mon interest in Genealogy and 
support of local History is a hard 
topic to break down. We contin-
ue to share, collaborate and re-
mark over the grand land we call  
Davis County.  Always interest-
ing, never a stranger, we are open 
to all preservation! Many a jewel 
comes across our paths, whether a 
vintage photo, hand me down or 
a compilation of memoirs. The 
DCGS group, realizes them all 
for what they are, Priceless. While 
we collect or hoard almost any-
thing, we must also realize, we 
could soon be facing a space is-
sue. The Bloomfield Public Li-

brary, is beginning to get serious 
about adding an elevator and re-
strooms for ADA compliance. 
With the excitement coming on, 
we will make choices about keep-
ing periodicals vs. vital collec-
tions.  

On the horizon is another great 
DCGS hosted road show. We 
had our first in 2008, and plan to 
do this again in 2012.  Stay tuned 
for details, the first quarter news-
letter of 2012, will be your invita-
tion. Come One, Come All! 

I thank the society for voting 
once again, to keep the officers 
for 2012, as they were in 2011. 
Another exciting year coming 
ahead. I like to think there’s no 
place like Davis County! Good 
Friends, Good Times. Thank you 
to Mr & Mrs Friend for hosting 
our annual 2011 holiday meeting. 

       2012 Meetings 

February 16 

March 15 

April 19 

May 17 

7 PM at the  

Bloomfield Public Library 

Hours of Operation 

 Tue, Wed, Thurs, Fri 

1—4 PM 

Saturday 9A-Noon 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JACOB DIEFFENBACH & FAMILY 
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Land Ho!  

Granted Oct 1 1855 at Fairfield Iowa 
Land Office; 80 Acres, East 1/2 of NE 

1/4 of Section 26, in Twp 68, Range 
30., Davis County, IA 

 

 



 

Annual  Holiday Meeting 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
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Davis County ~ IOWA 

The place to be from! 



 



 

 

 

In our possession; 

Folder of documents, insurance papers, marriage cert, will, quit deeds 

etc.,  lucy Fletcher Groman, daughter of wm seaborn & dora enyart 

fletcher. Looking for family or relative to pass on to. Please contact 

deb barker. 



 

Fletcher of davis county 

 

Wm seaborn fletcher 1855-1928 husband of dora enyart 1861-1951. 

Children: 

John Sherman b. 3-2-1895, schuyler county, mo 

L t fletcher b. 8-25-1894 

Lucy e fletcher b. 10 jul 1891 died feb 1982 Mitchellville, ia marriage 1 to omer 

blodget, schuyler co, mo 6-23-1910 By Elias L Fletcher, Justice of the Peace. Witnesses: 

Mrs Dora Fletcher and W A Fletcher. marriage 2 to Adolph groman, 7-6-1937, st jo-

seph, Buchanan county, mo. He died april of 1954 

Documents from lock box, include Insurance papers, tax assessments for Polk County, Iowa. 

Also, Social Security info, Warranty Deeds, Marriage Certificate, Last Will & Testament of Lucy 
and one for Adolph, hand writ. 

Quit Claim Deeds, Certificate of Marriage to Adolph Groman & Mrs Lucy E Gilliam, of Des 

Moines. Was she married 3 times? 

Documentation on the Des Moines Trunk Company. 

Woodbury County Mortgage, and promissory notes from Joe Pavoni.  

Photograph of home at 1605 Capitol Ave, Des Moines, IA. A 2 story $7250 Duplex.  3 rooms 
rented upstairs at $65 a month.  

Letters from John S Fletcher of Bloomfield to Lucy. 

 

HOLIDAY MEETING 2011 

Karen Ellenberger Prosapio, Richard Friend, Pat Coop Howk 

Tom Prosapio, Joyce  Cassidy 
Shumaker 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1886 

DIEFFENBACH, FRED'K  1831 TO 1-26-1871; UNION CEM., GROVE TWP.,  ROW 3 

DIEFFENBACH, JACOB  1811 TO 4-19-1892; UNION CEM., GROVE TWP.,  ROW 3; 

WIFE M. KATHERINE  1810 TO 6-24-1861 

DIEFFENBACH, JOHN  1835, GERMANY TO 9-6-1912; UNION CEM., ROW 4, 

 GROVE TWP.; WIFE ELIZABETH ELLENBURGER  1831 TO 3-4-1918 

DIEFFENBACH, JOHN E.  1863 TO 9-28-1925; K.P. CEM., LOT 107,  PRAIRIE 

TWP. 

DIEFFENBACH, MARTIN  1845, GERMANY TO 3-25-1922; UNION CEM.,  PRARIE 

TWP., LOT 5; SON OF JACOB & CATHERINE; WIFE SOPHIA  GRASSER  1848 TO 

2-27-1915 

****************************** 

FLETCHER, J.  1862 TO 1921  WEST GROVE TWP. CEM. LOT 45.  WIFE  MINNIE 

A. 1867 TO 1937. 

FLETCHER,JOHN 1864 TO 2-15-1938  WESLEY CHAPEL CEM. ROW 1, MARION 

 TWP. 

FLETCHER, LOUISE  1839 TO 9-6-1924  WESLEY CHAPEL CEM.  ROW 1,  MARION 

TWP. 

ERHART, P.G.  1816 TO 2-1-1899; WESLEY CHAPEL CEM., ROW 11,  MARION 

TWP.; WIFE LUCINDA A.  1823 TO 10-5-1907 

IOWA GRAVES REGISTRATION AND  

WAR RECORDS SURVEY 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 



  

 

 

 

JOIN or RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2012 

THE MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $10.00 FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR  ~January to December~ 

 

NAME: __________________________________________________EMAIL:___________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________ZIP:_______________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES BEING RESEARCHED: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RETURN TO: 

Davis County Genealogy Society 

PO Box 94 

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537 

DON’T FORGET, COMING SOON! 

 

County Heritage  

Road Show 
A Genealogical & Historical Event  

Interested in Genealogy or Davis County History? 

WE HAVE THE SHOW FOR YOU! 



Davis County Genealogy Society 

PO Box 94 

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537 


