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Friends of the Bloomfield Library 
    Friends of the Bloomfield Public Li-
brary, continue the path of a Building! 
The Building fund is at about  $681,000. 
Friends are in the planning stages, along 
with the Board of Trustees for the Library, 
and DCGS for another fun filled Auction. 
Slated to happen April 30th at the Meth-
odist Church. Mark your calendar, looking 
for new donated goods.  

    The Davis County Community Founda-
tion did grant/pledge $25000 to this 
cause. 

There are several other Grant opportuni-
ties available for the Building fund. The 
USDA, Roy Carver and Lied Foundation 
have been contacted. As with any other 
grant requests, matching funds are usually 
a requirement. The Library Building pro-
ject is scheduled for 3 phases.  

     The BPL Friends are also about to em-
bark on a brochure mailing. Look for this 
in your mailbox in 2011.  

     Winter! Never a better time to catch up 
on your reading. 
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Davis County Iowa Genealogy 

 Like they say, no news is good news, 
but I must share~ DCGS with the 
assistance of Leah Howk, applied for 
a  matching grant from the Davis 
County Community Founda-
tion  to assist with a republi-
cation of  the “Davis County 
Iowa 1976”. Unfortunately, 
we weren’t awarded the 
funds that we asked for. Leah 
does an excellent job of writ-
ing and selling to the grant 
application, what it asks for. 
Just to read the applica-
tion in its complete for-
mat, tells a story about 
what Davis County Ge-
nealogical Society means 
to Davis County. We provide the 
only reliable library of historical ma-
terials, we provide public access to 
these materials, and we give helpful 
and historical guidance and informa-
tion to  patrons whom visit our li-

brary, or write and call for informa-
tion from records. We collaborate 
with other organizations, we teach 
and share our wealth of information 

that comes from each and 
every member and guest. 
Our accomplishments are 
many in number, with valu-
able resources tenfold. From 
dusty Courthouse boxes and 
books to Electronic Key-
boards and nicky nooks, Ge-
nealogy is an art and a form, 

most any other hobby, 
will never conform.  

I sincerely want to  thank 
DCGS members and 

volunteers for what you do! Without 
your support, the very being for our 
existence would be distinct. Geneal-
ogy cannot become a passing fad. 
History cannot be lost, Please con-
tinue to support Davis County Gene-
alogy!   ~ Deb Barker 
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    The annual holiday meet-
ing was held at the home of 
Mr & Mrs Richard Friend, 
in Bloomfield, on the night 
of December 16th.  Great 
food and friendship was 
shared by all. The meeting 
included a vote for officers as 
nominated by the nominat-
ing committee. The follow-
ing officers were voted in; 
Deb Barker~President, 
Karen Prosapio~Vice Presi-
d e n t ,  V i c k i  H o u k 
~Secretary, Pat Howk~ 
Treasurer,  and Mary 
Cary~Librarian.  Old busi-
ness included memberships 

due, and the 1976 book 
reprint grant. Mold has been 
found in the library, along 
with the storage of the “War 
of the Rebellion” series, for 
temporary reasons was dis-
cussed. 

    Guest and new member, 
Sheila Peterson, joined the 
group.  She has memorabilia 
that most of us would love to 
have. 

     Show and tell was held 
after the meeting was ad-
journed. Ione has a beautiful 
quilt that was made this last 

year, and tells a story, as the 
pieces, each hold a stitched 
signature of the ladies, 
whom initiated the quilt 
club, The helping hands. 

     Shirley is interested in the 
old home place photographs, 
Vicki has invested in new 
technology, the ScanWand. 
Capable of capturing data 
and images to an internal 
memory card, for download-
ing later. Richard shared an 
autograph book of his moth-
ers. The contents captured 
the writing rhythms and 
poems of a time gone past.  

late 1800’s, headstones be-
came quite elaborate with 
more details and pictures to 
them, partly to preserve a 
person’s history without the 
need to be able to read the 
stones in a society where 
many people could not read. 
Some common headstone 
symbols are the rose, the 
dove and the willow tree. 
The rose signifies beauty, the 
dove a message from God, 

The practice of putting 
stones on tombs came about 
from an ancient fear that the 
dead person might return 
and wreak havoc against his 
former community. To make 
absolutely sure he stayed in 
his tomb, they weighted the 
soil down with a stone. Later 
stones were placed on burial 
spots to deter animals from 
digging up a body.  

By the Victorian era in the 

and the willow means resur-
rection. Lillies symbolize 
purity, while a carving of 
wheat represents a mature 
person over 70 years old in 
an era where average life 
expectancy was 50 years of 
age. Angels show a fascina-
tion with heavenly things, 
while clasped hands show 
the undying love of a hus-
band or wife. 

Annual  Holiday Meeting 

A brief history of tombstones 

“War of the Rebellion” 
ough cleaning of our hold-
ings, in more ways than 
one. We found mold and 
want to eradicate what re-
sides there. We also want 
to weed out unused, non 
resourceful information to 
make room for items of 
most importance. The 
books have been packed, 
and are awaiting transport. 
The shelving opened, will 
allow other possibilities. 
This collection can be 

found online in its entirety  
a t  h t t p : / /
digital.library.cornell.edu/
m/moawar/waro.html 

     Perhaps in the future, 
we can once again shelve 
them. We did find many 
duplicates, or more than 
one of some volumes, and 
others were in worse shape 
than some. We almost have 
the complete collection. A 
few were not inventoried, 
as existing in our lot. 

    Some time ago, we pur-
chased this set of books from 
the Bloomfield Public Li-
brary, in Memorial of Victor 
Fitzgerald. The Massive Vol-
umes: Series I, 1-53; Series 
II, 1-8; Series III, 1-5; Series 
IV, 1-4 (1880 - 1901), have 
resided on shelves in our 
library, ever since I can 
remember. We have just 
recently chosen, to box and 
store these at the historical 
society, to allow for a thor-

“War of the 

Rebellion”  

Written by the  

U S War 

Department 
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Davis County ~ IOWA 

The place to be from! 



WHAT’S A GENEALOGY? 

Most of the Genealogists I know have a fairly liberal education. They 
usually can read, some without moving their lips, and all would rec-
ognize, say for example, that a stamp collector is a philatelist. But 
there are a lot of folks out there that do not know what a genealogist 
collects, despite the success of Alex Haley’s ROOTS.  

Jean e ology sounds like a real cool name for  a shop selling second 
hand denim jeans. The spelling could be misconstrued as Geology, 
and the genetic counseling of polished or solid rocks could be a his-
torical mistake.  

Gynecology contemplates how Eve met Adam and the sapling of any 
ones tree. 

Being bit by the bug of the Gene a Logy, is a worse curse than under-
standing that an incorrect spelling or pronunciation could knock you 
census for years to come. 

Being of sound mind when the GeNealogy comes knocking will pre-
vent you from reciting the faded words from your neighbors tomb-
stone.  

Moral of the story is knowing Gene A Logy is contagious. If you ex-
pect to run or hide, stone washed jeans are fashionable.  
 Above story is not expected to make sense, it is expected to make you think it makes sense 



 

 



SOPHMORE CLASS OF  1923-1924 

DELPHA ARCHER, GLADYS BARKER, CLEMMIE 
BARKER, EDWARD BARKER, RUTH BEGGS, HANNAH 
BRODEEN, REX BROOKS, CLAYTON BUNNER, 
GLADYS CLES, FRED ERHART, EVERETTE 
ENSMINGER, CLYDE ENSMINGER, FLORANCE 
GARRETT, GERALD HENDRICKS, HAROLD KRUSE, 
CLAUDE LASLEY, CHARLES LEEPS, MARION RAMSEY, 
MARY RECTOR, CARMEN NELL SEXTON, HERBERT 
WEINY, HAZELLE WHITE 

ALUMNI CLASS OF 1922 

GLENN CARR PARKER, DESCEASED; EDITH 
GARRETT, HELEN LASLEY, TEACHING AT TROY. 
VERLA PARKS, TEACHING AT ATKINS, IA. JOE RUBY, 
PULASKI AND LEONARD VANDERLINDEN, TEACH-
ING, PULASKI, IA 



THE TROY ECHO 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

ALUMNI 

CLASS OF 1918 

HELEN HANSEN, married and teaching– Pulaski, IA; LALA WILSON, at home, Milton, IA; PAUL WARD, mar-
ried and teaching, Bloomfield, IA 

CLASS OF 1919 

GAYLORD ARCHER, teaching, Lingrove, IA; RUBY BUCKLES, married, Selma, IA; VERA GARRETT, teaching, 
Rolfe, IA; ZOLA GARRETT, business college, Quincy, IL; EDITH KRUSE, teaching, Selma, IA; WENELL 
McMICKLE, married and teaching, North Springs, IA; JIM OLLINGER, teaching, Mt Pleasant, IA; NELL 
OLLINGER, stenographer, Waukegan, IL; RAY ROBY, at home, Troy, IA; LEAH WUTHRICH, married Bloom-
field. 

CLASS OF 1920 

ESTER BONAR, married, Keosauqua, IA; TERESSA CASADY, teaching, Douds, IA; MARVIN DUVALL, at home, 
Troy, IA; HIFF ENSMINGER, at home, Troy, IA;  GLADYS HANSEN, married, Pulaski, IA; HAROLD MOTT, in 
college, Cedar Falls, IA; VEVA MILLER, teaching, Selma, IA; JEWEL ROBERTS, married, Douds, IA; MARIE 
RODGERS, teaching, Rose Hill, IA; CLARENCE RODGERS, in college, Iowa City, IA; GEORGE WEINY, teach-
ing, Bloomfield, IA; HELEN WEYER, at home, Troy, IA. 

CLASS OF 1921 

HAROLD BROWN, teaching, Milton, IA; REVA DARNELL, teaching, Troy, IA; HAROLD DAY, teaching, Troy, 
IA; MABLE ENSMINGER, teaching, Douds, IA; CLAYTON HAMM, in college, Iowa City, IA; HOYT MOTT, in 
college, Cedar Falls, IA; BERNICE SULLIVAN, stenographer, Monrovia, California; ROWENA PARKER, teach-
ing, Belknap, IA; HILDA VORHIS, teaching, Troy, IA; IONA VORHIS, teaching, Troy, IA; CLELL WARRINER, in 
college, Iowa City, IA; FREDA WARD,
 teaching, Pulaski, IA 

 

CONDUCT VORHIS RITES AT TROY 

66-year-Old Troy Man  

dies Monday Night at His Home 

John B Vorhis, 66 of Troy, died about 9 

oclock Monday night at his home in Troy.  

Funeral rites were held Wednesday afternoon, 

1:30 oclock, at the Troy Methodist Church 

with W R Noland conducting the service. Bur-

ial was at the Rouch Cemetery.  

Surviving Mr Vorhis are his widow and two 

daughters, Mrs Iona Puckett of Peoria, Ill., and 

Mrs Hilda Brown of near Milton. 
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NOW IS THE TIME TO  JOIN/RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2011 

THE MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $10.00 FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR  ~January to December~ 

 

NAME: __________________________________________________EMAIL:___________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________ZIP:_______________________________________ 

 

SURNAMES BEING RESEARCHED: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 0 I would like my newsletter electronic  

 0 I would like to share my email address 

 

 

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH: ____________________________________ MAIDEN NAME: ____________________         

 

SIBLINGS: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PARENTS: ___________________________________________________DATE OF MARRIAGE: ________________ 

 

SPOUSE: ___________________________________________DATE OF MARRIAGE: __________________________ 

 

CHILDREN: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COMMENTS: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

RETURN TO: 

Davis County Genealogy Society 

PO Box 94 

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537 



Davis County Genealogy Society 

PO Box 94 

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537 


