
Enjoy the reading. 

     Another item to look for-

ward to is the County Fair. 

Yes, the County Fair is next 
month (July). We will host 

exhibiting and judging, man 

the booth, eat lots of fair 

food, visit with friends, rela-

tives, and talk about the old 

days.  Please feel free to stop 

by and visit, or volunteer! 

 

Enough for now. 

Deb Barker 

      

     If only you were there! 

The excitement, profession-

alism and interest that was 

experienced at our County 
Heritage Roadshow on April 

5, 2008. So sorry to those 

whom could not attend.  Our 

scheduled speakers did a 

WONDERFUL job, and 

those in the audience were 

enthralled by the details, and 

the History lessons put forth. 

Davis County is Rich in 

many ways; through it’s peo-

ple, and it’s History. And of 
course history was made that 

day also, as I video taped 

each demonstration. A spe-

cial Thank You to all!! 

     Always something to do. 

I have scanned and archived 

the first 2 microfilms from 

our collection, with our new 

Micro-

film 

Reader Scanner.       The 

early newspapers tended to 

be repeats of them selves, 

but still managed to give 

tidbits of information, that 
today, we the researcher, 

historian or archivist can 

glean from. Included in this 

issue are samples of those 

long ago advertisements, 

opinions, news, etc., that our 

ancestors so fondly created, 

(1854) and of course had no 

idea, that they would be read 

way into the future (2008). 

      Memorial Day is an early event of our summer season. Most of us make 

that special trip to lay flowers at the resting places of our loved ones.  Did you know that there is a 

way to preserve how the memorial or headstone looks today, for many generations to come? 

Weather and all other elements take a toll on the memoirs of final resting places. Take a photo-

graph and submitting to the Iowa Gravestones Photo Project  http://iowagravestones.org/

submit.php      What a great way to do your part of preserving for future descendants. This project 

started in 2003, and currently has over 363,000 online Iowa Cemetery photographs. Thanks to all 

that contribute to this! 

www.iagenweb.org/davis 

F r o m  t h e  p r e s i d e n t / e d i t o r  

Library Hours 

Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri 

1:00-4:00  

 Saturdays  

9:00-1:00  

 Closed Wednesdays 

Meetings Third Thursday 

at 7 PM Bloomfield  Pub-

lic Library, Year Round. 

 

2008 DCGS Officers 

President– Deb Barker 

Vice– Lana Doll 

Treasurer– Pat Howk 

Secretary– Alice Huffman 

Librarian– Vicki Houk 
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Earliest Newspapers on Microfilm- 

 

Our endeavor to scan our current microfilms and digitize them, so they are accessible in a easier format, is 

off and running. Did you know we can view Bloomfield Newspapers back to 1854? Perhaps whom wants 

to read old news? No news is good news. You can tell a lot about a book, by it’s cover. So on and so 

forth. This has been an interesting project for me, as I scan and digitize these images. Why would we sa-

vor the same print over and over, as it really didn’t change in the advertising sections. If one person gets 

enjoyment out of this, then all is worth the effort. Just read below, to see how it has brought out the editor 

in me. 

 

The Editors represented some form or type of (party), a big majority were political in nature, and had 

nothing really to do with local news, but more so, other places. As you look over the newspapers, you no-

tice the subtle changes, between one editor to another, as simple as the name change, but other things too. 

They were devoted to putting into print, intellectual morals, literature, local interests and agricultural in-

formation. Advertising was aplenty, and you could get 14 types of pumps, heels or dress shoes for ladies, 

in Bloomfield, shucks today, there are no shoes to buy in Bloomfield, unless of course you consider flip 

flops, or house slippers to get you by.  Imagine wearing those  in 1847, walking many miles, and the 

laughing stock you would be.  

 

A few other interesting things I gleaned from this project- 

 

There were no obituaries, or barely mention of deaths. So I guess with the amount of Dissolutions that I 

see, that was much more prevalent. If you are a genealogist, this may explain, why people dissolved into 

thin air, instead of dying. 

 

The Circus was a big fuss back then, and a great source of entertainment. And a lot of animals ran estray, 

not from the circus, as they tended to be horses, mules, cows and hogs. I didn’t see any advertising for 

fences.  

 

Doctor’s and Lawyer’s were plenty, as was land, and everyone had a trade. Or would trade. 

 

Fair membership was $1.00 in 1855. Some things never change. Hot topic then, and perhaps still is; fair-

ness of judging. But pointing out the real positives of the County Fair, bringing people out from all areas 

of the county for a common interest, promoting a community goodness. 

 

 

In 1858, ‘Ward’s Own’  published Scraps of  the early History of Davis County. How much earlier can 

you get? These compilations of newspapers are invaluable to us and the future. From what I saw they 

were microfilmed in the 1960’s and the inserts in the microfilm, noting paper name, place, etc., called 

them the Iowa Indians. Guess we were back in the 1850’s. Not sure who they referred to in the 1960’s.  

 

This newsletter is dedicated to those Editors, print boys, and whomever else had a hand in typesetting the 

historical pages that you are able to view here. Wonder if our current Editor/Newspaper for the County 

realizes that someday in the 23rd century, someone will be reading their words of print. Now we know 

why we read between the lines. 

 

I’m about to start scanning newspapers from the 1870’s . Can’t wait to see how they differ from the 

1850’s. Wait,  where are the papers for the 1860’s? The Clarion was published 1858-1861. After that we 

have no holdings for that time period.  



EARLY NEWSPAPERS ON MICROFILM AT DCGS 

 

  

Bloomfield Western Gazette  

May 14, 1854 - Sept 2, 1854  

  

Bloomfield Western Gazette-Western Radiator 

July 21- Nov 3, 1855  

  

Davis County Index  

Sept 25 - Nov 6, 1858  

  

Ward's Own Bloomfield  

May 6 - Aug 28, 1858  

  

Bloomfield Messenger  

Sept 8, 1922 - Jan 9, 1925  

Jan 9, 1925 - Sept 15, 1927  

  

The Commonwealth  

Sept 8, 1874 - June 19, 1877  

No Known Holdings 1905-1907  

The Legal Tender Greenback  

June 17, 1880 - July 29, 1886  

Missing April 9, 1882  

August 5, 1886 - Sept 19, 1890  

Missing Nov 21, 1889  

  

Democrat Clarion  

1859-1861  

  

True Flag  

1855-1856  

  

Iowa Flag  

1856  

  

Ward's Own  

1851-1856  

 

No Known Holdings   

Bloomfield Farmer 1892-1908 

Independent 1912-1914 

Iowa Times 1896-1899 

The Bloomfield Mercury 1879 

People's Monthly Journal 1878-1890 

Southern Iowa Farmer 1890-1891 

Teacher at Work 1875-1876 

Times 1899-1900 

Weekly Union 1856 

Drakesville News 1899 

Drakesville Sun 1875-1876 

Pulaski Argus 1893-1895 

The Pulaski Independent 1895-1903 

Independent 1915-1918 

Pulaski Press 1908-1913 

     A BIG Thank you to the Davis County Community Foundation for giving this Grant to us. As we 

implement  this project, we wish to keep all of you  abreast of it’s progress, barriers, and outcomes. 

Any one wishing to learn the process of scanning to PC, and making the microfilms digital, please 

feel free to ask. We were given 18 months as a timeline to have this completed. As you can see this 

will take longer than that, and the DC Community Foundation, will be kept informed of our progress, 

as requested per the grant.  

 

     We also need volunteers on a regular basis to man our library, and of course the Fair booth, will 

need someone there too! 
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Rules for Genealogy Exhibits for the 2008 Davis County Fair 

 

 Exhibitors must be residents of Davis Co. IA OR members of the Davis Co. Genealogical Society.  They must pur-

chase a Davis Co. Fair Membership for $1.  Exhibits will be accepted on July 7, 2008 between noon and 5 p.m.  Open judging 

will begin at 5:30 p.m.  Contact iadavis@netins.net with questions.  
1.  Each exhibit MUST have attached an explanation/genealogical connection of why it is important to the exhibitor including 

exhibitor’s name and address.  Please use the  5 W’s in the explanation, Who, What, Where, When, and Why.  Information 

needs to show relationship and be understandable as a stand alone exhibit. 

2.  Suggest use of sheet protectors or sandwich type bags for protection; lamination is not recommended.  

3.  Original documents are discouraged, computer generated or photocopies will be accepted and need not be framed or matted.   

4.  NO entries will be accepted by mail.     

5.  No more than 1 entry per category per exhibitor. 

6.  Previous years first 3 placing items may not be re-exhibited.    

 Judging is based on the item as described in the category and the genealogical value of the item, not on the age or pres-

entation.  If entries don’t qualify or are not an acceptable standard, placing may be withheld.  Not responsible in case of loss. 

 

1st Place--$1.50   2nd Place--$1.25   3rd Place--$1.00   Best of Show $2.00 
 

Adult Categories 

1.   Pictorial Family History—poster or organized photo collection 

2.   Legal Document 

 a. Land grant, deed, mortgage, lien, etc pertaining to land 

 b. Military record, discharge papers, pension, etc.   

 c. Marriage, divorce, birth, death 

3.   Family Records—school, diary, letters, etc 

4.   Family Religious—confirmation, baptism, Bible pages, etc. 

5.   Family Certificate/document--wedding certificates, organization memberships, etc 

6.   Pedigree/Ancestor-pyramid of parents in a direct line of an individual 
7.  Lineage—relationship between 2 people i.e. John F. Kennedy and Maria Shriver 

8.   Genealogical Record book  

9.   Research Material  

10.  Photo—2 people or less, wedding, graduation, etc 

11.  Photo—3 people or more of a family group 

12.  Photo—Ancestral building, home, school, church, business 

13.  True Story written by exhibitor not to exceed 1 typewritten page 

14.  Article from publication other than local with family connections 

15.  Storytelling display i.e. time line specific with photos 

16.  Photo depicting Davis Co. history…doesn’t need to have family connection 

17.  A written Davis Co. History of at least 1 page—a church, school, place, building,  happening, etc with or without photos 

18. Scrapbook collection of clippings, photos, keepsakes, etc NOT the new scrapbooking 
19.  Document or certificate relating to Davis Co. History does not have to relate to exhibitor 

20.  Display of 2 or more documents that are relevant to each other 

21.  Miscellaneous—if artifact, bring only photo and written facts as outlined above 

 

Junior Categories 

Junior exhibitors must be under 14 years old as of July 1, 2008 

1.  Family history hand written by exhibitor 

2.  School or church records of exhibitor 

3.  Photo- can be of self or others (see above suggestions) 

4. Davis County history—written history of a happening, place, building, business, etc 

5. Miscellaneous 

mailto:iadavis@netins.net


 

Davis County Genealogy Society 

PO Box 94 

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537 

http://iagenweb.org/davis 

 

 


