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President’s Notes

OFFICERS for 2006
e President — Deb Barker By the time this reaches you, hope-
iadavis@mchsi.com fully 2006 is off to a great start with new

projects. Our February meeting was nill, as
the ice kept most of us home. I have done
some research on the Dieffenbach family,

e Vice President— Lana Doll
lanadoll@netins.,net

* Secretary— Alice Huffman and added the file to the Surnames in the file
ash@pnetins.net . . .
cabinet. There is now an inventory of our
e Treasurer— Pat Howk Microfilm holdings on the website. While
bhowk@netins.net your browsing there, check out the new
e Corresponding Secretary— Doro-  pages on Troy School. Always need input,
thy Goldizen History or Genealogy for the web pages. The

more we get out to our researchers, the more
they give back. This first issue of the year

normally contains a full surname list. We are
going to try to do the same in a different for-

e Newsletter— Sue Spilman
dssplman@netins.net

e Librarian Historian—Jay & Marg

Wilburn
mat, as many of our past researchers are no
longer with us. So here we try to include
. current members and their information. Per-
Library Hours haps next month we will include a list of the
Tues, Thurs, Fri 2005 visitors to our library.
12:30-3:30
Saturday Our Newsletter is now available in eFormat.
10:00-2:00 Send your email to iadavis@mchsi.com to
receive electronically. If you have email,
2006 Meetings please send, so we can include you in our
7:00 PM @ Library mailing list.
Margh 16 Remember that May is Cemetery Apprecia-
April 20 tion Month
May 18 '
June 15
July 20 SAPIC LEGISLATIVE BULLETIN
Aug 17 ACCESS BILL APPROVED BY SENATE
Sept 21 COMMITTEE
Oct 19
Nov 16
1882 History Book
Available
Taking Orders for

the 1924 Reprint

Genealogy

January February March 2006

The State Association tor the
Preservation of Iowa Cemeter-
ies legislative initiative has
made a major move forward in
the Iowa Senate.

The legislation, now Senate
File 2208, was approved unani-
mously by the Senate Govern-
ment Committee. SF 2208 now
moves on for debate by the
full Iowa Senate. The bill
provides that if a public or
private organization enters
into an agreement with a gov-
ernmental subdivision to pre-
serve and protect a cemetery
or burial site that is located
on the property of another
person within the jurisdiction
of the governmental subdivi-
sion shall notify the property
owner of the location of the
cemetery or burial site and
that the property owner is re-
quired to permit members of
the organization reasonable
ingress and egress for the
purpose of preserving and pro-
tecting the cemetery or burial
site. The bill also defines
what constitutes reasonable
ingress and egress for such
purposes and provides that a
governmental subdivision that
enters into an agreement
with a public or private or-
ganization for preservation
of a cemetery or burial site
is liable for any personal
injury or property damage
that occurs in connection
with the cemetery

or burial site or access to
the cemetery or burial site.
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Mr & Mrs Wm Augspurger
7 Deborah Dr

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#A01

Deborah Barker

104 /2 S Washington
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#BO01 iadavis@mchsi.com

Martha Birchmier

1624 S 15" st
Centerville, Iowa 52544
#B02

John T Bish

105 Village Circle
Boerne, TX 78006-2151
#B03

Larry Boliman

28337 225" st
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#B04

Hazel Brown

1174 Brookville Rd
Batavia, Iowa 52533-7632
#B05

Nadine Bruce

221 Fieldpoint Rd
Heath, Oklahoma 43056
#B06

Rowena Buckley
5270 Hwy 29
Harrison, NE 69346-1741

#BO07 rafterz@panhandle.net

JoAnn Burton

410 Autry Ave

Lafayette, CO 80026-2202
#B08 joanburton@juno.com

Gerald & Cathy Carter
3863 Oakland RA N E
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402

#C01 yawdim@mcleodusa.net

2005 MEMBERS
DAVIS COUNTY SURNAME INDEX

Helen Cary

17492 Lilac Ave
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#C02

Patsy, Cassatt

2035 W 1°' st
Davenport, Iowa 52802
#C03

Linda Croy

R#1 Box 4776

Chatfield, Minnesota 55923-9795
#C04

Ina Doban

12 Lily Pond Dr
Camden, MO 04843
#DO01

Lana Doll

508 S Columbia
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#DO02 lanadoll@netins.net

Karl Downing

1007 Leland Ave
Springfield, ILL 62704
#DO03 kdowning@motion.net

Evelyn DenHartog

3033 Lincoln Ave

Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577-9080
#D04

Ellen Edelman

8437 Forrest Hills Dr
Coral Springs, FL 33065
#EO1

Clyde Farmer

307 S Madison

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#F01 C_farmer@netins.net



Ada Forbes

36473 Sparta Ave

Madera, CA 93638-9003
#F02 asinama@yahoo.com

Mr & Mrs Richard Friend
506 W Goode St
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#F03 nhisway@netins.net

Wilma Gay

23971 168" st
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#GO1

Sandra Glantz

1337 A Street

Napa, CA 94559-1651
#G02

Dorothy Goldizen

RR1 Box 93

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#GO03

Audrey Hall

7185 Pearson Rd
Pensacola, FL 32526
#HO1

Dortha Hinman

907 Cedars Drive
McPherson, Kansas 67460
#HO02

Naoma Horney
203 Pine Ridge
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#H03 naoma@netins.net

Pat Howk

19923 Timber Ave
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#HO04 bhowk@netins.net

Alice Huffman

25014 200" st
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#HO5 ash@netins.net

Rex Hunt

1848 Hwy 70

Oroville, CA 95965

#HO06 jrranch@wcisp.com

Karen Jarvis

2414 Kale Blvd
Fairfield, Iowa 52556
#J01

Lois Jones

20303 Wheat Ave
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#3022

Arlene Johnson

304 E Vest ST
Jefferson, Iowa 50129
#J03

CL Lane

1491 Ponycano Dr
Clive, Iowa 50325
#LO01

James Lawson

6824 SierraDr S E

Lacy, Washington 98503
#L02 jflawson@cco.net

James Lawson

R#3 Box 335

Washington, IN 47501-9343
#L03 jslawson@charter.net

Christina LaPoint

9162 Old Agency Road
Agency, Iowa 52530

#L04 clapoint@willinet.net

Mr & Mrs McMillin

908 Maplewood Lane

Iowa City, Iowa 52245

#MO01 mcmillin.lojo@mchsi.com

Gary Morrison

722 S E Peterson Dr

Ankeny, Iowa 50021-3468
#MO02 gmorrison@pipeline.com



Carla Nash

54 S300W

Delta, Utah 84624-9229
#NO1

Joy Pashley

1352 Country Hills Dr
Ogden, Utah 84403
#PO1

Lousie Pilger

734 S Abrego Dr

Green Valley, AZ 85614-2207
#P02

Geneva Price

138 S Ward

Ottumwa, Iowa 52501
#P04

Ioa Reese

865 N Cass Ave Apt 103
Westmont, IL 60559
#RO1

Martha Richards

18205 120" Ave S E

Renton, WA 98058-6628
#R02 maseattle@copper.net

Mr & Mrs Richardson
403 S Washington
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#RO3

Dorothea Rudd

821 Lake Part Blvd
Leesburg, FL 34748
#R04

Joann Rupe

S Washington
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#RO5

Sue Spilman

401 E Arkansas Ave
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#S01 dssplman@netins.net

Della Shafer

181 Western

Haysville, KS 67060
#S02 dellasha@juno.com

Mr & Mrs DeWitt Shelton

201 Parkview Dr

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537

#S03 Shelton61@hotmail.com

Linda Shogren

566 30" Ave PO Box 933
San Mates, CA 94403
#S04

Phyllis Thomas

17230 Hwy 63

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#T01 pmthomas@netins.net

Lorraine Trenk

8519 Chippingham Dr
Lordona, TN 38016

#T02 LTrenk66@yahoo.com

Maretta Troxel
10447 W Snead Dr
Sun City, AZ 85351
#TO3

Betty Woolums

2224 N E 158" st

Smithville, MO 64089

#WO01 bwoollums@direcway.com

Shirley Willcoxson

307 N Pine

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#WO02

Mr & Mrs Wilburn

308 S Madison

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
#WO03 jwilburn@netins.net



ABRAMS (ABRAHAMS)
ALLEN
ATHERTON
BAKER
BALES

BALL

BARE (ER,AR,RR)
BARKER
BARTLETT
BASS
BATEMAN
BELL

BENGE
BIGBEE
BLACK
BLACKBURN
BLANKENSHIP
BLEW

BLUE
BOWLING
BOYD
BRENNEMAN
BREWER
BRIDGEMAN
BRIDGES
BROADWELL
BROKAW
BROWN
BRUCE
BRUMLEY
BRUNK
BURGHER
BURKHALTER
BURNS
BUSICK
BYBEE

CADE

CARR
CARTER
CASSATT/COUSSAIRT
CHAMBERS
CHANCE
CHILCOTE
CHRISMAN
CHRISTY
CLARK
COGHLAN
COMBS
CONNER
CONOVER
CooP
CORRICK
COSSEL

COX
CRISMAN
CUMMINGS
CUSTER
DAHLSTROM
DARNELL/DARNALL
DAVIS

B06
B02 P02 B08
HO04
MO02
D03
TO03
B06
B01
R04
P02

S01

B08 B02
B02
NoO1
Co3

S03

S02
GO1
GO1
C04 RO5
S03

P02

S01
HO04
HO06
P02

T01
Co3

S03 B02
H02 M01
Mo1
NO1
B06

S02
HO06
T02
R04
Co3
Co01 P02
Co3
B02
B06

S03

R04
D03
T01
Mo02
S03
D03 S01
RO1
HO04
S03 C03
MoO1
L02
R04
TO03
TO01
MO1
S01

B06 P02 B08

DAY

DE BOLT

DE HAVEN
DE LONG
DEN HARTOG
DODD
DOOLEY
DOWNING
DRURY
DUNNING
EASTMAN
EIKER
ELDER
ELLIS
EVANS

FARR
FARRIS
FEAGINS
FEESE
FICKEL

FISK
FLEENOR
FLEMING
FORD
FORSYTH/FORSYTHE
FREDERICK
FRENCH
FUNK
GARRETSON
GAY
GLADMAN
GLASSBURNER
GOOD
GOODFELLOW
GOSS
GOUDY
GRAVIT
GUTHRIE
HACKNEY
HALL
HANES
HANNAH
HARPER
HASTINGS
HAYDEN
HELMS
HENDERSON
HENRY
HERBERT
HILL
HINKLE
HINSON
HOBBS
HOLLAND
HOPKINS
HORN
HOWK/HOUK
HUBBARD
HUBLER
HUFFMAN
HUGGINS

D04 P02
B06
T02
No1
D04
MO1
W02
D03 B01
S02

TO01

S03 Mo01
P02
MO02
B08

S01 B02
Mo02
HO06
B02
HO06

S01

B02
Co03

S01 W02
W02
Mo1
HO04
S03 M01 R02 C03
Mo02
TO01
GO01
TO03
TO03

S03 R02
S04

P02
HO04
TO03
MO02
RO1
RO1
D03
D04
D04
P02

P02

TO01

L02
HO02 D01
TO03
HO06
B02

S03
W01
TO03

S03
MO1
HO04 B06
HO06
T01
HO04
W02



HUNGATE
HUNT
INGRAM
IRELAN/IRELAND
JENKINS
JESSOP

JOHNS
JOHNSON
JOHNSTON
JONES

JUSTIS

KELLY
KENDRICK
KINMAN
KIRKPATRICK
KLINE
KLINGER
KNOX
KOHLMEIER
LAWRENCE
LAWSON

LE WING
LEACH

LEE

LEONARD
LEYDA
LIMBERG
LISTER
LOCKE
LOCKHART
LOSEY

LUSE

LYNCH
MALLORY
MARTENY
MARTIN
MARTINDALE
MATHEWS

MC CAULEY
MC CLAIN/MC CLANE
MC CLURE
MC CONNELL
MC CORD

MC CULLOUGH
MC DANEL
MC ELDERRY
MC KAY

MC LANE/MC LAIN
MC LEAN

MC MURRAY
MC NAMEE
MC REYNOLDS
MELTON
MILLER
MINNICK
MINTON
MITCHELL
MOORE
MOOTS

HO06
HoO06
B08
D04
B08

S02
Ho06
B06
B06
W02
NoO1

S01

P02
W02
R04
D04
GO1
Mo02
P02
RO1
L02
B02
NoO1
RO1
H04 D04 G01
R04
S03
HO02
D03
S03 NO1
W02
HO04
TO01
P02

S03
MoO1
P02
W02
P02
T03 RO1
R01 TO01
R04
Mo1
S03 Mo01
HO04
D04
MO02
RO1
R04
D04
P02
R04
Wwo1
T01
TO01 P02
P02
Co3
S03
Mo02

HULETT
HULL
MULLIGAN
MURPHY
NAIR

NASH
NEIBEL
NEWCOMB
NEWLAND
NOEL
NOGGLE (8S)
OLINGER
OSBORNE
OVERHORSER
OVERTURF
OWEN
PARIS
PARRY
PATTERSON
PEARSE
PERDUE
PERRY
PICKENS
PIERCE
PILCHER
PIPER
PLUM
PREVO
PULLEN
QUIGLEY
RADER
RAINES
RATLIFF
REED
RICHARDSON
RINEHART
ROBBINS
ROBERTS
ROBERTSON
ROGERS
ROWLAND
RUNKLE
RUSSELL
SAMUEL
SANER
SCARBOROUGH
SCARLET/SCARLETT
SCHWARTZ
SCOTT
SEDORE
SEXTON
SHADLE
SHADLEY
SHAFER
SHARON
SHELLEY
SHELTON
SHIELDS
SHIRK
SIDWELL
SIMMONS

S02
Co3
P02
HO06
S03
NoO1
B06
T01
Mo1
S01
HO02 D01
D03
S03
P02
B06
B06
TO03
D04
B02
TO01
H04
P02
R01 W01
T01
GO1
T02
D04
RoO1
Co3
P02 T02
R02
D04
D04
B08
S02
D04
P02
T01
MO1
W02
T01
D01 T02
L02
S03
Co3
S03
S02
D04
GO01
T01
Mo02
P02
B06
S02
B08
Wwo1
S03
R04
P02
Mo02
GO1



MORGAN S01 B02 SKILLMON S03

MORRISON Mo02 SLOAN B08
MORROW TO01 SMITH S02 B02 H04
SPEER/SPEARS RO1 SPEES Mo1
SPILMAN So01 SPONSLER S02
SPURGEON Co1 ST GEORGE P02
STAFFORD P02 STANDLEY L02
STOBER Co3 STOCKER R02
STOCKHAM HO02 STOGDILL TO03
STOVER Co3 STRENGER S03
SWAYZE P02 SWINGLE R02
SCHWARTZ HO04 SWINNEY P02
TAYLOR R04 D03

TEETER B02 THARP MO02 L02
THOMAS T01 C02 TOWNSEND H04
TROXEL TO03 TRUE RO1
TURNER MoO1 VAN HORN S03
VERPLOEGH D04 WADE R04
WAGGONER S04 WARE HO06
WATERHOUSE MO02 WEBB P02
WEEKS Co3 WELLS RO1
WHEATON Wo1 WHITE S03
WIKER P02 WILEY S03
WILLCOXSON W02 WILKINSON B01
WILSON P02 M01

WOODCOCK P02 WRIGHT P02
WYCOFF P02 YATES S03
YOUNG R02 ZIMMERMAN MO02

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2006

NAME:

ADDRESS:

SURNAMES RESEARCHING:

MAIL TO PO BOX 94 BLOOMFIELD, IOWA 52537

GENEALGY CD’S FOR SALE; PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING & HANDLING
VOLUME 1: WPA GRAVES REGISTRATION & 1870 FEDERAL CENSUS FOR DAVIS COUNTY
... 13.00

....15.00
DRAKESVILLE CEMETERY TRANSCRIPTION (PAPER & PDF). ... ... ittt nnnnns
....15.00

ACCEPTING ORDERS FOR THE 1924 DILLON PAYNE HISTORY BOOK REPRINT

WATCH FOR DETAILS FOR
THE ANNUAL PUBLIC LIBRARY AUCTION




March 6, 2006— The Mars Hill Church, located in Wapello County, Keokuk township, Just over the Davis County line was destroyed

by Arson.

-] The Ottumwa Courier, Saturday. July 20, 1985 |

eligion

Civil

By LINDA VanHOHN
Courier newsroom secretory

On Sutday, Harry Thomas will
gather with several others for the
anhal service at the oldest log

church still in use in the United
Slales.
The Mars Hill Log Church —

northwes! of Florts in southory Wa-
Ho Conmty — was boilt before the
Hvi War,

— s past members and neighbors

galher for an annual meeting the
third Sunday in July each wyear
This year's serviee will begin with
o basket dinner 41 1 pone, followed
by the 2 pom, service. Speaking this
year will be the Rev. Robert Lah-
rmuin; the propram alse will inelude

— nld-time music and gospel singing.

Barbara Clark, the wife of a min-
ister, in 1846 donnted & plot of
ground to be used for o ehurel and
g cemetery. The church was oom-
pleted in 1836, and the ground was
deeded to trustees of the Miszion-
ary Baptlst Church on May 16, 1857

War

disrupts
services

The logs in the church were cut
from o nearby forest, hauled to the
crest of a hifl, hand-hewn and [ited
with wootden pins holding Lhe logs
together. The completed huilding
was 2i-hy-26-hy-10 feat. [

Regular services were held at the
church (rom 1858 untfl 1861, ‘whon
the Civil War interrupted services.
While some returned, [amilles grew
up, murried and left the ares. In
171, Ihe members who remained
joined (he Flons Baptist Chureh,

Thomas, who lives in Eldon and
whioe will be 77 in October, remem-
hars little about his early years at

Mars Hill — “that's water under
the bridge, vou know' — bul he
remembers  attending  some  ser

vices as a young child.

Mozt of his memories, however,
are of church services held at the
Fiedler School, which was about
25 miles from the Mars IHill
Chureh,

Thomas recalld thal his father,
Matthew, and Unele, Elijah, wers
instrumental In keeping services

u - et .
Mars Hill Log Church
going at the schoothouse. The men,
whom  Thomas  describes  as
“a couple of farmers who thought
the  neighborhood needed 3
chureh,” were joined by around
seven or eight neighborhond faml-
lies for an average attendance of 12
or 15 The colntry churches
couldn't seem Lo compele with the
automobiles, Thomas s4vs, and
more and more [amllies began
ditving to tvwn for church services.
In ap arlicle writlen sovers
véars ago for the Cedar Rapids Ga-
zette, John Reyoolds, who atlenidod
chureh services gt Fiedler School
as o youngster, recalled how the
proyers he heard there had [eft a

o el OF- = .
COUNTY GENEALOUY SUETETy
lasting impression on His life. He
remembers that Matthew and Bl
fah Thomas “Malked to ke Lord
from |beir kpees. gazing open-
eved al the celling and praying In
the direction of the EL_H.._.__E:E_
lnmps that hung in the chain chan-
deliers."

Hevnoldz remaribored those men
a8 “sloul men with strong hearts
and staunch eonviclions Lhit every-
une — themselves inclided — was a
#:.E:_. rough 2inner and would the
art pleaze din something about it
He stated thaot hie Riew hese were
“devout mon who feared God. ™

He adds: “And so did [, vs | ls-
tered. [ brembiled.”




HISTORY OF MARS HILL CHURCH
August 10, 1881

1t was before Civil War days that o group of Christians of lhe Baplist
fulthy decided 1o build a churel i their community o which ey could wor.
ship the Lord,

Data has it that in 1846 a plol of ground was donated by a Mrs, Barbara
Clark whose husband was a minister of the gospel. This plot of ground was
to be used for o burial place and a church site, The nﬁtesL gravestone is
dated 1846 and the name mscribed 158 John Clark, son of T & B. Clack, 1L was
nol until May 16, 1857 that the ground was decded by Mes. Clark to the
Trustees of the Missionary Baptist church, and was filed on May 22, 1857,
Book J, Page 42, Wapello County, lowa.

Trustees serving at thot lime were - 8. A Monroe, Abraliam Smock and
Andrew Clark.

Also datn has it that @ body of worshipers were organized in 1850, and
shorily thereafler the edifice or bullding was started,

Logs for the church were furnished by S. A, Monroe and Abraham
Smock, They were cul from Lhe adjoining forest - hauled to the crest af the
hitl = and laboriously hand hewn and ftted, using wooden ping to hold them
together, The building was 2Bx26x10 L

During the year 1858 the church was completed and regular services
were held, The name given the church was MARS HILL, Acts 17:22.

The writer does not know Just when the church was dedicated, bul on
Sept. 11, 1858, the First Baptist Association meeting was held by the Oskaloosa
Association, later known as the Judson Association, now known as the
American Baptist Assn. (However Mars Hill is no longer affiliated
with the Baptist Assoe. and is independent). The speaker of the day
was a Hev, Ferguson, At thal time Abraham Smock was pastor of the
chureh, His nshes Lie burled in the church yard

From 1856 to 1861 things wenl as usual in the eommunity, and then came
the Civil Waor and alimost stiipped the country community of s young men.
Ta pame a fow = John and Edwin Duffield, Jomes Peden, Hirum Greenup and
Juhn Male, Jaseph Ryan, T. J. Pilcher and Kees Clark. Altogether thirly-fve
yuung men answered the call of their country. Some returned to cary on lor
u while, and now lie buried in the ehureh yard cemetery,

Families grew wp, married, and lefl the area, and in 1873 those thot were
el ook their mcmhlurslnp Lo the Fleris, la. Baptist church, for ib was in
thit year Lhat the Floris church was ovganized, .

In was dawing, or soon alter the year 1873, that the Oskalonsa Associstion
drapped the ald chureh from its records and it became inactive. [t was used
anly occastonally far weddings, funerals and yearly gatherings.

In the year 1903 a group of men headed by Frank Agec of Ottumwa, la,
now deceased, pul floaring in the ald church that remains today.

On Sept 14, 1974 Mars Hill Church was enlered in the Stale of lowa
Register of Hisloric Places,

On Sept 24, 16874 Mars Hill Chureh was placed in the National Register
of Historie Places.

The ehurch must moivtoin ol least o Gve member Board of Trustees, the
board members are: Harry and Mary Thomas, Eldon; Donald and Carol
Pileher. Washingion, [a Fred and Isabelle Piper, Otlumwa, Colene Walts,
Ottumwa; Bob Watts and Willard Wallts, Ollumwa: John Knight and Dan
Knight, Otturnwa, Marie Hartwig of Eldon is o lifetime member of the Board.

The church is supperted by individual contributions and a free will
offering at the annual service

Due Lo the efforts of Earl Parler and his eontael with Mr. DeVoss, presi-
dent of the Southern Towa Electric Co-op, Ine, of Bloomfield, a securily light
was installed in the fall of 1072,

The American Flag ond Nag pole in the yard were donated by Sulherland
Lumber Co. of Ollumwa Y = i

A silk Tlag and stalf were donoted by the Daughlers of Union Velerans
of the Civil War and 15 an display during the annual service.

The Cross nside the chuvel was given o memary of Fronels Walls, past
treasurer of the Boord of Direclors, by Dis Tanily

The Old Log Church

By Pearl Rupe Harness
(Now Deceased)

On an lowa Hill; high above the logs
Stands an old gray church men built of logs;
And there it has stood, over a hundred years
This old log church bullt by pioneers.

They chopped the logs and hewed them square
Laid them end on end as you see them Lhere,
They morticed the corners to keep them in place
And chinked up the cracks to give them [ace,

Made of clapboard roof, and a puncheon floor
And ffom native lumber they made a door,

It was finished and high on an lowa hill,

Was a place [or worship, and it stands there still,

They made the building good and strong,
And, as they worked, praized God in song;
There it has stood, and stands Lhere still,
The-old Log Church they named MARS HILL.

AF) LUK FEAT W1 EEEE LT WYL MR A% kIR e ST e srm e = s
s0 J. B Crist and son Ouls ., Dougless Clark, Dave Clark & Geurga_Gurd
pul a new foundation under the old structure. Besides the Crist family there
were many supporiers of the old chureh including Lhe Pilehers, the Houks,
Laughridges, atnd Thaimas families und many others of that decade

In the yoor 010 Sunday School was again organized by J. K. Crist and
son Otlls and Mrs. Crist of Florks, la. Sunday School and preaching services
ware held for n lew years, until World War 1 hit cur eountry, and in 1917
many of the young men were called again into service,

The Crist family carried on for o few years. Young folks frew up, married,
and left, Fomilies moved away, ond s6 fow remained that it was impossible ~
to kewep Lhe services gomg Agasin the old church was closod excepl upon
special pccasions,

This brings us up to Lhe yeur of 1956, when a new roof was needed, A
group of workuers headed by the lite Ollis B Crist, then of Elden, la. solicited
maney and work from lhose interested 1 the church, and a new roof was put
an plus other repairs made ta the outside af the bulding

On Sunday, July 17t 1963 the late Dr. Paul Smilh, Execulive Sccrelary
af the Baptist Stale Convention of lowa, was the speaker of Lhe alternoon,
His mussage was Faith and Flistory of Religious Efforts. He made this quate,
“hars Hill 1s the Mather Church of all Baptist Falths Wesl of the Mississippi
River™

In 1063 the Keokuk Twp Boys 4H Club planied Spreading Junipers, In
the summer of 1968 Henry Gruwell and his son-n-law Leonard Fiedler re-
nabled and painted the ceiling, white washed the walls and painted the floor

In 1968 the Iowa Chapter of the Daughters of American Colonists pre-
sented the ehurch with a bronze plague, honoring It as the "Oldest Loy
Church Sl In Occupancy In The United States”. The plague was acceplod
on behalf of the Chuvel by Mrs. Marie Hartwig,

The old structure has lang passed its centennial birthday, and has with-
glood Lhe elements of weather and Ume. 1L s the gldest log church still in
pecupaney n the natlon,

Those who hove given Ume and money o keep the place in repair hope
to preserve il for posterily - for iU is one of e most treasured of its time,
wilh many visilors eoming from all over the United Slates to see L

Inn early days someone planted evergreens in the cemetery yard, There
15 one huge pine, which towers above the surrownding trees on the ridge like
a Sentinel, and can be seen for a distance of several mitles

As you wisit Wis histopieal and revered spal we hope you will leave with
a refreshed and rencwed devolion,

An annual meeting is held each summer with a basket dinner at 1:00 PM,
& chiurch service at 2:00 P.M., the third Sunday in July,

Compiled from collected data af years past, by Marie Harlwig
Rt. 1, Eldon, la.

U5 1 PineSE
Bisomlield, 1A 525371317

Welcome To

Mars Hill
Log Church

Since 1850

The oldest log church still in occupancy
in the United States.

S T

Historieal Souvenir




Davis County

Come and Explore
Beautiful Davis County .....

Membership for Calendar Year 2006
Please complete and Mail.

Renewals must be received by April 30th to Continue Newsletters for 2006.

Newsletter is published quarterly

() New
() Renewal  Single membership $7.50
Name
Address
City State Zip

Surnames being researched

Email Telephone

Davis County Genealogy Society
PO Box 94

Bloomfield, Iowa 52537
http://iagenweb.org/davis
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