Letter No. 25

Camp 38th Regt. Iowa Infantry
New Madrid, Mo.
Jany 2, 1863

Katie E. Baldwin
My Dear Wife

Another Sunday has come and a dull dreary day it is. It is raining as usual which helps to make it more unpleasant, and causes one to seek for as dry and comfortable a place as possible. The weather is very warm and reminds me of what it is in May up there. Another thing helps to make the time seem longer is the want of something to read which you know is my most pleasant way of passing the time. I ___ nothing more than I do that except your letters, which I fear I never shall get. I have about given up all hope of ever hearing from you again as my last way of doing so aside from the mail is gone.
Roby arrived this morning and my heart beat high with the expectation of at last having a letter from you for I thought you would surely send one by him. But my high hopes and glad feelings were quickly dispelled by the simple words of “I have none for you and I again returned to our tent more disheartened than ever.
He says that he thinks it was not your fault as he did not intend starting as soon as he did until a few moments before doing so and that you were not aware of the change. he brought letters for Tom Cotant, Sam Woods, and a number of others from New Hampton He also says that he thinks that you receive my letters regularly.
I have no news to write as everything moves along with the same dull routine of camp life. I expected to have been put on guard to day but for some unaccountable reason I was not. I went up to town yesterday a sight seeing but all that I saw worthy of mentioning was three good looking young ladies which I consider paid me well for my trip. You must not scold if I do look at the girls once in a while for it is do seldom that I see one that when I do I can not help it. If we remain here much longer all the houses in New Madrid will be hauled up here for cook houses.
Our company ____ _____ _____ yesterday and others are doing the same thing everyday. I stopped writing this forenoon to go up to the hospital with Tinkham to see our sick boys and had the extreme pleasure of footing it back ( a distance of about a mile) through the mud and rain and got thoroughly wet for my pains. We found the boys all on the mend except Edgington and Sam Kephart and Charley Werner. Sam and Charley are not dangerously sick I think, but their disease is such a one that a change for the better is not perceptible for a day or t___ afterwards. 
Edgington is very low and it is extremely doubtful whether he ever gets any better. His brain is badly effected the Doctor says that he will be in pain if he does recover. I wrote you before about our being aroused as we then supposed by the Rebels firing on our pickets and about our getting out in line of battle in the night. We have since learned that the shooting was done on purpose to see how quick we could wake up and get out. I heard the first gun fired and spoke to Tinkham and told him that I guessed the rebels had come when a dozen of our guards fired and then we jumped up and dressed as quick as we could and went out to where the boys were falling into line, they too having been aroused by the sound of the guns. I was not a particle frightened and felt as cool and collected as ever I did atter staying out about two hours the Col told us that we might go in and go to bed, a privilege that we were glad to avail ourselves of as we preferred sleeping rather than fighting imaginary Rebels.
I forgot to say when I mentioned the sick that Lieut Green was among the number he has the mumps and unfortunately they have traveled. However he is on the mend now.
The boys have a good deal of spunk about my getting married, but it rather takes them down to think that I kept it a secret so long. Some of them said that I told them positively that I was not when I came back from home the last time. but I asked them if they remembered my words which were as follows. When they asked me I told them that I was not married any more then than I was when I went home the last time, and none of them were sharp enough to notice the way I spoke. I have been asked a great many times why I kept it a secret so long but I always tell them that it is my business and no one else’s. What do people say about it up there, were they not greatly surprised. What does Mrs M C(?) say now and I wonder if she thinks it any harm for me to buy a bulmoral(?)
Tinkham and I are excellent friends now, and will be until we fail out again. There is a real good looking woman in company to fall in love with her. But as I have you have no fear
Did I not have a wife of my own I should be tempted
she made us a call last night and I played the sociable in fine style so Tinkham said Give my respects to your father and mother.
Tinkham is writing to his wife to night the number of his letter is 16. I sent you all the love and kisses that there____will army and hope they may find you well and enjoying yourself
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
01/09/63
No. 18
Original: Susie Harris

New Madrid, Mo.
Jan 9th 1863
Mrs. H.C. Baldwin

Dearest Wife,
I have been very busy to day building a fine place in our tent so that I could be comfortable during the evening.  The weather is not what we would call really cold up there. during the day it is warm enough anywhere. but the nights are damp and chilly.  I have slept warm nights so far by sleeping with Green.  Each of us having two  blankets apiece, I am getting almost out of patience waiting for a letter from you, not having received one since we left St Louis.  It seems as though it had been at least a year since then.  Only think how you would feel if you had not heard from me for two weeks, and then you can imagine what my feelings are.  So well do I  know my Dear Wife, to believe that is her fault and you must not think that I attach any blame to you.  Your letters are probably all on the way and I will  recieve them after awhile.  I write as often as ever and  hope my letters reach you regularly.  There is very little or no news to write.  A  part of our company under Capt. Tinkham went out on a scout day before yesterday,  but saw nothing of the enemy and so returned about as wise as they left.  I did not go along, I suppose you see accounts of the great battles now being fought at Vicksburg and Murfreesborough,  Our forces are thought here to be victorious although we have no positive means of knowing.  If so it will be almost a death blow on the rebellion in the west.  Are you not thankful that the 38th was not sent down there.  I am for if we had been we would have been in the Vicksburg fight where we would have suffered terribly- Not that I think our Regt is any better than others that have gone but you know that it is kind of natural for one to rejoice that they did have to suffer. It may be that we may have to fight here but if so you may expect to hear that we did our best.  I am not certain whether we will remain here all winter or not.  I should not be surprised if that we were ordered away for we have just got things comfortably arranged to stay and it will be just like our luck to have to leave before we reap any benefit from it.  The health of our company is not as good as when I wrote  before.  We have one in the hospital here, his name is Cook, of Bremer Co. and three others that are very sick.  the two brothers Harwood of Bremer Co. and Geo. Foreman of Chickasaw  Co.  None are considered dangerous, I have not heard from those left at St Louis, I have about regained my usual health and am in the best of spirits.  I went down to the City yesterday and  bought some dried apples and  peaches and tried to buy some butter but it looked and tasted so much like lard and tallow mixed that I concluded that it was cheaper to do without.  We are living on the top shelf as you would say if you could only see us. Tinkham made some biscuit for supper to night and I tell you they were splendid.  They were as light and soft as brick bats. I have had the position of Adjutant offered me by the Col.  The rank is the same as 1st Lieut. it takes me away from the company entirely and makes me a field officer.  I do not think that I shall accept of the offer.  
Tinkham and Bowman (?) are anxious that I should so that Bowman can be 2nd Lieut and Green 1st.  Dont say anything about it for I do not want it known, Tyler is around the same usual Tom, Billy, Rich and Johnston are well and hearty and look as natural as ever, I dream of you every night. Last night I thought I saw you and oh how happy we were.  It seemed as though I could not leave you again when I awoke and found it as usual a dream.  Do people think you are married yet or have they given up that for some thing else to talk about.  I supposed that your going to Chickasaw with father would arouse their curiosity again. If any one asks you whether you are my wife or not.  You may tell them that you are if you wish to.  Although I would of choice prefer having it remain a secret until my return, but if your people are urgent about having it known why as I said you may let it be known and I will suffer the consequences.  I suppose wife I will commence a suit for breach of promise as soon as she finds out that you are really  my wife, and I had hopes that she would find some other suitor while I was away if she did not know that I was your husband- but if she finds it out she will be sure to wait or rather her mother will have her on purpose to make me trouble.  But let it come and I try and live through it, and remain true to my darling Katie,  It is quite late and I must close, Please excuse those two ink blots for paper is a scarce article at New Madrid I will write again in a day or two and try and have as interesting a letter as this one is, I send you love my dearest wife and hope you are well and happy, with a kiss I bid you good night with  pleasant dreams.
Truly Your Loving Husband
Horace

Direct to Cairo Illinois
Co C 38th Regt
Iowa Infty
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
No. 19

In Camp at New Madrid Mo
Sunday Jany 11-1863

Mrs H. C. Baldwin
Dearest Wife
I has anticipated on having the day to myself, but in that I am deceived for Capt. Tinkham heard me say this morning that I was agoing to write letters to day and as soon as he had finished his breakfast he went to the Colonel and had me detailed for Pickett Guard on purpose to prevent my doing so, but as good luck will have it I do not have to go until 4 o’clock and that leaves me time to write to you. The Capt. takes advantage of every little thing to annoy me because I will not accept the Adjutants office. I put up with every thing with out a murmur as I do not wish to have a fuss with him, but if we even live to get home again I think that I will remember some of his abuse. He is so drunk that he does not know what that he is about one half of the time. I thought sure that I would have a letter last night as a mail boat came down from St. Louis but it only brought three for our company and none of them were from Iowa. Everything moves on here with the same daily routine of camp life. It is thought that we will not remain here long. If we leave we will be sent down the river some where. I do not believe the rebels would molest this place if it was not guarded and even it they should one of our gun boats would soon drive them away again.
I have heard nothing further from those two last battles down the river. I presume that you hear more about them than I do tor all the news that we get comes down the river. This may seem strange to you but you see the boats that are upward bound do not stop here only for our mail and they never leave any papers. If you can not tell by reading this and the two that I have written before about why you must lay them away until I come home. It seems to me as though they were all alike for there has not been a particle of news in camp since I wrote the first.
The health of the company is tolerably good now, only two or three being very sick and those improving I wish that you could see me now for my cheeks are beginning to look full and red a thing they have not done for a long time. You must not think that they are flushed by the use of liquor for I do not taste a drop in my shape.
It is real warm to day. I have no fire in our tent and am as comfortable as can be. I suppose that you are sitting by the stove almost frozen or are you so warm that the cold can not affect you. Do you sleep alone now, and if so how do you keep your feet warm. Would it not be nice if I could only be there to keep them warm for you. I think often and often of the dear little puss that lay so nicely snugged up in my arms and wish for the time to come when she can do the same again, I am proud to think that I married you and bless the hour that made you mine. Do your people scold about the way the thing was done, and do they like your choice, perhaps they think that you might of done better than to have married Horace Baldwin. It seems as though some of the folks at home suspected that we were married for Tyler told me yesterday that the records had been searched and that it was not on record. I told him that we were but he would not believe me.
Since I commenced writing a Darkey has come in and wants to go along with us as company cook, but we have concluded not to keep him for he wants to bring his wife along. There is plenty of them here and they all want to leave their masters. I guess when I come home I will bring one along. “what do you say,”
Are you out of money if so write and tell me and I will arrange it so as to get some for you. We have not been paid yet, as soon as we are I will send some home. Be sure that you use enough to make yourself comfortable. If father buys that place for me I want to pay for it out of the money I send home and I will have the deed made in your name. If I could only get letters I should know whether he can get it or not. Tell your father I have not forgotten him and will write to him soon. If you find any news in my letters you must tell him what it is. Give my respects to your mother and all inquiring friends. I do not feel so hard about your folks objecting to the way that I married you as I did when I left. They had good cause for it, not knowing the reason why I did so. Of course they loved their girl and wanted her to be well cared for. But I must draw this sheet to a close. I will write tomorrow after I come in and tell you my adventures while on Pickett guard. I am hopes that I shall find a letter from you on my return, I can see you sitting by the dining room stove this afternoon as you used to when I was there. Kate I would give anything could I have one kiss from your sweet lips this afternoon my eyes are dim with tears as I close this for my thoughts are of you dearest one, adieu sweet wife for this time. Write often, my love to you as usual Affectionately Your Husband Horace
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
01/23/63
Original: Susie Harris
No. 24

Camp 38th Regt Iowa Infty
New Madrid
Jany 23-1863

Katie E Baldwin
Dear Wife
       I have just been relieved from Pickett Guard where I have been for the last twenty four hours, and now hasten to write to you.  I have pretty hard times now, having to stand guard three times a week when my regular turn would be only once in two weeks.  The reason is that most of the Lieutenants are sick or playing so, and the well ones have to do their duties in addition to their own. 
 I can stand most everything better than not to hear from you often, one month ago to day was the date of the last letter that I recieved from you, and you can not imagine how long the time has seemed.  None of the rest of the boys from New Hampton  have recieved any since we left St Louis except Tyler.  He had one bearing date Jany 12th that his wife mailed at Bradford, but did not say any thing about you. Tinkham got one yesterday from his wife that was written only four days ago, and you have no idea how bad it made me feel to think that I could not have one only one from you so that I might know that all  was right and then I could get along if I did not recieve them so often, You must not think that I blame you for I do not,  The last letter that I had from Father was dated Dec 14; There is very little or no news since I wrote before.  Orders came yesterday for us to prepare to leave soon as the 32nd Regt was to come back and hold the place, as soon as the Col could go to St Louis and be tried by court martial for burning the barracks here.  I expect that we will be sent to Vicksburg,  We have moved out of the tent the mud being so deep that we could not stay there any longer.  Twenty nine of our Company were reported on the sick list this morning.  Sam Kephart is the only one from New Hampton that is dangerous and I think that he is better and those that were so bad when I wrote before are all gaining, Except a man by the name of Edgington from Bremer Co. who I am afraid will not live unless there is a change soon. Charley Werner is also very sick but will get along if he takes care of himself.  I should not be surprised if you heard of our having a brush with the rebels soon for a report has just come in that two thousand of them have crossed the swamp with two pieces of artillary and are preparing to attack us.  There is a Gun Boat up at Island No 20 and the Col has sent for it to come down so as to be prepared if they do come.  Four men out of Company H were taken prisoners yesterday by the Guerrillas, they were out on a pass and got to far away from camp. 
 I had my feelings hurt the worst yesterday morning that I ever have had since I left home.  It was at Guard mounting and all because I forgot to put my sword on.  The army rules require an officer to wear his sword all the time he is on duty, but our Col had never compelled any us to put ours on and I had forgotten all about the rules.  But as I have told you before Col Hughes does not like me and so he waited until I had got almost through with the examination of the men and their guns and then called me out before them all and all the other officers and gave me a severe scolding and then made me go and get my sword and come out before them all so as to show them why he had sent me back and then said that if ever I came out so again he would send me to St Louis and have me tried and dismissed.  And this morning a Lieut came out without a sword and he never  said a word to him, I have some consolation however in the thought that the war may some time close and that we may meet under different circumstances when a man can speak his thoughts and act his will. 
 It is raining to night but we have everything so well fixed that it does not trouble us.  I think that if we had camped where we are now our men would have been much healthier than they are now.  During the rains the water settled in there and they were so wet that I think they all caught cold as all of them that are complaining first had colds and then lung fever.  We have more sick in our Company than any other three in the Regt.______ Wheeler arrived here night before last.  He did not know where we were and went to Helena and staid ten days before he heard of us.  I have been looking for Roby for some time in hopes that when he came that he would bring me a letter from you.  At any rate I should hear how you all prospered.  I also am looking for Sam Wood as we have not heard from him since we came here.  I cannot  imagine why newspapers come through so much quicker than letters. a package of_____came yesterday of the same date of the one you sent. and my Kate I must ask your forgiveness for writing you such a letter as I did last Sunday night.  I had no reason to doubt your constancy until I know more about it than I learned from a newspsper.  But I was greatly excited when I wrote it and hardly knew what  I was doing.  I know you love me to well to think that I would have written so when I was really Horace. I have blamed myself ever since for writing that night.  I lay awake night after night trying to find some reason for my being so hasty. but my conscience is continually condeming and I can not find any thing to change it.  I am growing pale and thin, it wears much harder on me than being in the Service and unless I hear from you soon I do not know what will become of me but I must close for this time.  With the hope that we may yet be happy dear wife I bid you good night, and hope that I shall recieve a letter before I write again. which will be Sunday.
Farewell Dear Kate and believe me to be as ever your
 Loving Husband
Horace


Saturday Morning Jany 24-
I had just finished my letter last night and gone to bed when our  picketts began firing and alarmed the whole camp and in a few minutes the whole Regt was on line of battle where they remained about two hours.  Without seeing anything of the enemy and were again marched back to quarters, without any one being hurt.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
01/26/63
Letter No. 26
Original: Susie Harris

Camp 38th Regt Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo. 
Jany 26-1863

Dearest Kate
	 I am lonesome this rainy evening and can think of nothing else to do to pass away the long weary hours but to take up my pen and scribble a few lines to you as my thoughts are there almost constantly.  I did not intend on writing a letter when I got my paper and ink out of my valise.  If I could get anything to read I should not be so lonely but it is seldom that we ever get hold of anything in the reading line, and for one that has been as ____ spirited as I have been for the past week the time seems indeed long.  We received a package of  couriers to day bearing date Jany 19th and I tell you every word was read with the greatest care by all of us in hopes that we could find something concerning the loved ones at home.  A few letters also came mostly for the boys from Bremer Co. Henry Kepler received one from his wife which I believe was the only one from Chickasaw Co.
It has rained all day steadily, keeping us in our tents all the while.  I shall have to make a confession to you while I am speaking of the weather.  You must not be surprised for If I had not felt so bad should not have done it.  It was the first time that I have done the like since I enlisted.  Lieut. Campbell a friend of mine came over one evening to make a visit and while he was here he wanted me to play a game of cards with him and I did  so and have played a few times since to pass away a rainy day and evening.  I am sorry that I did so for I should like to have come home and said that I never played a game of cards while in the army, and I never should have done it if I had not have been so badly troubled about you.  A week has made a great change with me.  The boys all say that I look as though that I had been sick a month.  A strange feeling of depression has come over me and I care but little what becomes of me now.  It seems as though my hopes and pride had all gone and that I had nothing now to live for.
One letter from you would get my bleeding heart at rest.  I am beginning to think that it is a just punishment for my past conduct.
I had a strange dream last night in which I saw a certain young lady that I had_____ and oh how her look reproached me the memory of which haunts me yet.  I thought I saw you to and that you were ___ and dejected with weeping and anxiety and then my heart bled anew at the thought of my causing two beings so much misery.  I sometimes think that I will resign and come home and then comes the thought whether it will do any good or not.  I fear my writing as I do will help to make you dear hearted, but you must not be for it you are “all right” you may know that I have had all my trouble for nothing, and if to the contrary I will do my best to forget the past and my and be the same to you as ever, for my love for you was so strong that I cannot bear the idea of our being enemies to each other after enjoying as much happiness as we have done for the past two years.
I have no news to write- having written every thing of any importance last night.  I have not been to the hospital to day as it has rained so hard that I have been well satisfied to remain inside of our tent all the time that I could.
I heard from there however and that all our boys were about the same as yesterday.  I want you to remember that I am not writing this letter on account of the news that I have put in it, but because I wanted something to do to pass away the time.  
Kate I sometimes think I was rather green in coming to war when I could have remained at home as well as not, and have been with you all the while.  I had a good place and could have kept it for sometime if I had only remained.  And now if I should live to get back it will be difficult for me to get it again I fear.  But I must bring my scribbling to a close for the fire wants fixing and I am cold.
 Tinkham  is out on a bender and Green is playing cards somewhere and I am alone writing to my darling Katie.
Be sure and write often as I want to hear from you more now than ever.
Good night sweet wife and remember that I am as ever your own devoted husband
Horace

I send a warm kiss for your lips and hope this letter will reach you before it gets cold

All the boys from New Hampton except those in the hospital are well
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
01/28/63
Letter No. 27
Original: Susie Harris

Camp 38th regt Iowa Infty
New Madrid,Mo.   
Jany 28th 1863

My Darling Kate
	Yesterday I was agreeably surprised at receiving two letters from you numbered 11&12 and bearing date Jany 11th&18th.  I never had a surprise give me the same pleasure in my life and what made it more welcome was the gratifying news that my suspicions had no cause for a foundation. Oh Kate what will you think of me for writing you such letters as I have been doing for the past week.  I am heartily ashamed of myself for doing so, and if you will only forgive me and tell me that you love me as well as ever.  I promise never to be guilty of so mean a thing again.  I have reproached myself a hundred times for being so hasty.  I might have known better than for a moment to have harbored a thought against your constancy.  But that “Green Eyed Monster” jealousy had so completely got the control of me, that I hardly knew what I was about.  Only the thought of how mean and despicable a wretch I have been causes me to shudder.  I know that it will almost kill you when you receive the letter I wrote the day I received the courier.  But Kate if you only knew how bad I felt when I wrote it.  I know you would not blame me so much. I never can be at ease until I hear from you and know that I am forgiven.  I should not blame you if you did inflict some severe punishment on me for ever doubting your love and for ever thinking that you were anything else that the loving true hearted girl that you were when I left you , man     though I be.  I could not help shedding tears of repentance when I read your loving letters and found how I had wronged my bride, my all, by my unjust suspicions.  But it has learned me a lesson that will be of great benefit in the future.  I will let the matter rest where it is until I hear from you as to whether I am forgiven or not.  I wish that I could see you for a few moments just to hear from your sweet lips the words of forgiveness that is once more to reunite us more closely to each other than ever we have been.
  I am well pleased to hear that you met with so pleasant a reception at Chickasaw and found so many relatives to welcome you as one among them.  I have not received a letter from there since your visit and so of course have not heard what they thought of my pet. But I have no fears but what that when I do it will all be of the most pleasant kind.  I am somewhat anxious to do so for I want to know what others besides them think of you.  I am certain that I shall hear all and every thing when I get a letter from Em.  You did not tell me how you liked her or Sarah either.  Don’t you think Lenna is a perfect little piece of humanity, and that she looks and acts like her Uncle Hoddy  If I could only have one just like her.  I don’t think that I should feel so bad about your not being all right.  You did not half tell me about your visit. Nor what dresses you wore nor whether you went over with father nor how long you stayed. Nor whether you stayed with Em and Sarah any nor who you saw nor anything about what was said and done all of which would have been very interesting to me.  It must indeed have created quite a commotion among some certain ones to have you introduced to them as Mrs Baldwin.  You did not tell me who it was that said that you was crowding yourself upon my people nor who it was that made Em mad.  How did people treat you after Em introduced you as my wife.  I do wish that I could have been there to have done it myself. 
Tinkham had a letter from his wife and she said that she heard that there was considerable excitement in Chickasaw about it.  Don’t you fail to write- all that you hear for I am very anxious to know what is being said and done.  I hope that some of those anxious ones at New Hampton will find time to attend to their own affairs now that this job is off their hands.  
I suppose you need their sympathy for I am a terrible fellow you know.  How I pity you.  I presume some out of a tender feeling for you would like to take your place.  I am very glad to hear that the friends of Mip(?) to think that she made so narrow an escape and hope they will continue to do so for I had much rather the thing would be settled up that way than any other.  I have heard from several different sources that I was to be sued for breach of promise as soon as I returned.  I have no other chance left now but to let them do their best and I will suffer the consequences. I have no doubt but that they will make me all the trouble they can.
I wrote a letter last Sunday night to father and in that I told him in pretty plain language what I thought about publishing that notice without my knowledge and when I write again I think that I should talk a little plainer.  I like to have forgotten to say that I received another letter from you to day, bearing date Jany 21th which I call pretty late news it having been only six days on the way.  Nothing gives me greater pleasure than to hear that you are enjoying good health and as for my own is concerned you must not worry about it for at the present time I am very hearty and the medicine I have taken in the last two days in the shape of your letters will  I know serve to keep it so.  I feel like a new man and as though that I had something to live for now.
The boys say that those letters must have contained excellent news for I act altogether different since I received them.  I was very sick when that letter was written to the courier, but at no time very dangerous.
 There is nothing of any importance in the news line for me to write to night.  I was Lieut of the Picket Guard yesterday and was up all night and so to night you may guess that I shall sleep some and you may rest assured that my dreams will be of you and future happiness would that I could be by your side in the place of being where I am!  
I do not think that I had better resign yet awhile for people would say of me as they did of Bosworth after he resigned.  So I think that I had better remain awhile longer until a favorable opportunity  presents itself and then I will embrace it, and return once more to the arms of my Dearest Wife, Kate I have taken a solemn pledge never to play any more cards unless it is on some occasion when I cannot get hold of anything to read and I do it to pass away a rainy day or evening.
The boys are all enjoying good health  except those in the hospital and one or two that have the mumps.  Those in the hospital are much better to day so I have been told by those that have been down.  I was there yesterday and saw them all.
We had a loaf of real nice bread for supper , the first that I have tasted since we came here and it seemed real home like to have bread and chicken together.
 I Jay hawked a nice fat chicken last night while I was on guard and so we had a real good meal to day.  I am glad that you remember me at meal time.  But you must not worry any more about my not having any thing to eat, for I get along with soldiers fare,    first rate.  We have dried apples and peaches and such other things as we can get hold of.  Jo Dupas was out in the country the other day and found out where there is five or six jars of preserves, and I am going out some day and bring in one.
Since I commenced writing Capt. Harris and two Lieutenants with 30 men have gone out to capture a party of Guerrillas that are camped some seventeen miles from here.  
Mrs Wood need not watch the mail so close for a letter from McGregor as the soonest  that she can receive any money from there will be after the 1st of March.  What does she say about your having a husband in the army as well as herself.  I have a very good place to sleep and sleep very comfortable every night.  
But I must close I have written you a good long letter and would write more if I had time, but the “Taps”  are sounding and in fifteen minutes the lights must be out and all in bed.
Give my respects to your father and mother and all inquiring friends.
Write often and direct to Cairo as before. 
Good night and pleasant dreams is the wish of your devoted
Horace

“James” is in excellent health and says tell Mrs J to take good care of herself for he will want to find her ready to receive him when he returns
H
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
01/30/63
Letter No. 28
Original: Susie Harris

Camp 38th Regt Iowa Infty
New Madrid. Mo. 
Jany 30, 1863

Dearest Kate

	 I have already wrote two letters this evening; one to Em of five pages and one to Mary Werner for Charley who is unable to write and now I will try and write one to you although I fear that I shall not make it very interesting as this is the fourth one that I have written this week.  I don't think that I should do it until Sunday if I did not have to write to Sam Kepharts people for him, and I can enclose it in yours.  Sam is getting better slowly.  Charley Werner has had a very narrow escape from death, but he is gaining rapidly now and will soon be able to start for home.  Billy Cotant is discharged from the hospital as also are Vaughn and Williams.  All the rest there are doing well except King of Bremer Co who continues to grow worse.  Edgington I guess will yet make a live of it as he appears much better to day.  Charley Stowell was taken to the hospital to day quite sick.
Notice came to Capt Tinkham to night from St Louis that Sam A. Wood was discharged from the service.  It said on account of disability but did not say what it was.  I do not believe that there was any cause for his discharge except that he played sick on purpose to be ____ and Billy have just told me that they thought the same.  Don’t say any thing about my saying so because I do not wish to make an enemy of him.  If he had not of got married I think that he would have been as well as any one, but as soon as he came back he began to play sick and has kept it up so well that the result is as above stated.The whole company are down on him and call him every thing that they can think of.  Unless I can come home with a more honorable name than he has I never want to come.
Since I wrote to you last I have received a letter from father and also one from Em both bearing date Jany11th.  I was very glad to get them although they had been on the way so long.  They both contained accounts of your visit which were very flattering.  Father says that mother thinks every thing of you and that you are good enough to be her girl.  He also says that you behaved in a very becoming manner and that none of them were ashamed to own you as a relative.  He said that Sara thought you good enough to be her sister and that she already loved you as such, all of which gave me great pleasure.  Em says that she is real proud of you and that she loves you real well.  She says that she knows that you are a real good and pure hearted girl and worthy of the love of any one all of which I knew before that she told me.  They say that there is a regular storm in Chickasaw about it and that some certain ones are denouncing me in the strangest manner that they know how.  They say that Mrs Waite and her brother are letting around that I am still writing to wife T(?) and have sent her my picture lately all of which is true this far.  Immediately after I went back the last time I wrote her a letter and in that stated that I did not think that I should ever marry her or words to that effect and after I finished instead of writing my name I pasted on one of those photographs the same as I did for you and that is the only picture that I have sent to her and the only letter that I have written.
Em says that they Mrs W and Prosher (?) are a going to write to wife T(?) and have her send you the letter and picture to show you how false hearted I am, nothing will please me better for you’ll know that I told you that I was a going to write her one to let her know that I did not wish for a correspondence, and I have not received one from her since and Em says that they are telling around that I told them a lot of stuff about her and Sarah which is all a lie, as any one might know.  I do not think that I should gain any great credit by running down my sisters to any one.  They would not tell such things.  If I was there to defend myself: but they think that I am so far away that they will make their side as plausible as possible.  Another thing father says they are telling and that is that I was compelled to marry you to save you from disgrace as you were a girl of bad reputation and that I had got you in a bad fix.  I expected that they would say that and that was one reason why I was so anxious about your being “all right”.  It does make my blood boil to hear such cursed lies when I am away where I cannot defend myself.  If I live to get back I will pay them for it is a manner that they won’t fancy, for I believe that I can tell as much as they can and tell the truth at that.  Father gave me a real lecture because he thought I was still corresponding with wife 1 or T (?).  zig  she sends you anything I want you to keep it until I return.  She has a ring of mine which I wish that she would send.  I am not a particle sorry that I married you when I did if it was to be done over again I would do the same as I have done.  I expect that they will get every one down on me by their stories.  You must not let what they say worry you for if they find out that it does they will say the more on purpose to hurt your feelings.  But I must close for this time.  I expect that we shall leave here soon as the rumor says that the 37th Iowa or Grey Beard Regt. is coming to take our place and that we are to go on down the river.  I will write again soon and let you know if we do.  I enclose  Kephart ’s letter in this and want you to put it in the P.O. at  N H. I would not do it but I am almost out of postage stamps and so I have to use them sparingly.  I would have you send me some If I knew where we were going but I fear in the change around they would not reach me and so you had better not send any at present.
It is now 10 o’clock and I have Kephart’s letter to write yet.
Good night Dearest One and believe me to be as ever your own true and faithful husband.
Horace 
Here is a kiss and here is love
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/01/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No 29

New Madrid, Mo.
Feby 1st 1863

Dear Kate
	I received your letter of Jany 15- 1863 to day and now  I suppose that I must send you something in the shape of an answer although I have little or no news to write.  It seems to me that we are almost entirely out of the world for we scarcely ever see any one but the inhabitants around here and they are so ignorant or else cunning that what little information one obtains from them does not amount to much.  I very seldom go out among them for I do not like them and think that had it not have been for just such ones I should not have been compelled to have left my comfortable home and come down here to suffer the privations(?) and hardships of a soldier, I do not believe there is a single Union person among them, but they have all taken the oath of allegiance and that prevents our doing them or their property any injury.
I received a letter from father to day bearing date Jany 18” they were all well then.  He says that my particular friends there have come to the conclusion that the less they say about what has happened the better, a nice conclusion I think.  I also received one from up the Mississippi above McGregor which I will enclose to you to show you that I told you the truth about the number of letters that I sent up there after Oct 18”, when I first got it I thought that I would not open it but put it in another envelope and return it to her, but I finally came to the conclusion that I would open it and then send it to you. You must not let it make you feel bad for I did not know of its coming or even look for one until it came.  She seems to be enjoying herself first rate this winter.  
The health of our company  is improving the boys in the hospital are all gaining rapidly except Hiram King of Bremer Co. who is much worse.  The doctor has just said that he did believe that he would live until morning.  He was as stout and hearty a fellow as we had in our company until about two weeks ago when he caught a severe cold that settled on his lungs and he has continued to grow worse until I fear poor  “Tip” (??) has fought his last battle on the banks of the Mississippi at New Madrid. 
 We have got things nicely arranged for living having a parlor and kitchen.  Our parlor is our tent where we sleep and write letters.  The tent is a little larger than the bed room that I used to occupy when I was there only the sides come down to within three feet of the ground, and our kitchen is made of logs and is covered with what is called a “Fly”  an extra cover for our tent we have a floor in it and the other day we found a good cooking stove and now we have biscuit and every thing so nice.  We have a fellow by the name of Harmond (?) cooking for us and the “Shebang” as the boys say works “bully”.  Tinkham received a letter from his woman to day and started to write an answer this evening and after writing a couple of pages burned it up- saying that he could not think of any thing interesting to write.  He has wrote 18” since we left Dubuque so you see that I am ahead.  I had no news to write but I thought I must scribble off something if it was not so interesting, what is the reason that you cannot number your letters.  I see you have them all mixed up. 
 I am Lieutenant  of the Pickett Guard tomorrow.  I have a horse to ride so that it is not very hard for me, the worst thing about it is that I have to be up all night.  But taps are beating and I must draw my scribbling to a close, so that I can sleep enough to night to answer for tomorrow night.  I will write again soon and try and send you a longer letter.  I wish that I could be with you my darling wife and then there would be no necessity for writing letters.  I wrote one to father this evening.  Don’t fail to write often and tell me all the news.
With a kiss good night
Horace

Direct your letters this way I see you put Iowa in twice

Lieut. H C Baldwin
Cairo, Ill.
Co “C” 38”Regt Iowa Infty
In the field
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/04/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No. 30

Camp 38th Regt. Iowa Infantry
New Madrid, Mo.
Feby 4, 1863

Dearest Kate
	Your very welcome letter of the 25th of January reached me this morning and found me enjoying good health and as happy as it is possible for me to be away from you and the comforts of home.  It gave me great pleasure to hear that you were well and so contented.  I could not help laughing when I read about your having to use a “flat iron” as a companion to sleep with this winter.  “It seems to me were I in your place that I could find a far more pleasant bed fellow.”  Or have all the young gents left so that one could not be found of suitable age to be of any use.  You should have remained single until the close of the war and then you would not have known what nice bed fellows the boys are until you could have had one remined with you all the while. 
 I am in hopes that the war will close this winter so that I can be with you before another one comes.  I feel highly flattered to think that  Mr. Tucker condescends enough to notice our marriage but much frightened to hear that he is a going to sue Case and make me suffer so badly.  I wonder what he cannot do.  If I remember rightly he was a going to send a certain young man to Ft. Lafayette not long ago and again he was a going to prevent him from obtaining a commission in the army, and once a long while ago he said that he would lose all his property and his life before he would see him become  Dept. of Treasury and Rec. all of which went by as this will without causing me any very serious trouble.  I think he shows his usual good taste in meddling with other peoples affairs.  As long as your people are satisfied I think that he will show his smartness to a much better advantage by attending to providing food for the seven little responsibilities that owe their existence in this world to him or his friends than by trying to see how much trouble he can make others.  I presume he has forgotten the time he visited England and left his family entirely destitute of the common necessities of life, and who it was that furnished it to them until his return, and who never received a cent of pay for doing so.  If he has I do not think Mrs. Tucker has and but  what she remembers the name of Baldwin with feelings of gratitude.  I suppose he thinks that I did not have a license.  You need not borrow any trouble about the matter as it is like all the rest of his great doings and will never be put in practice.
  I think it strange that you do not receive my letters for I always write two a week and sometimes four and out of so many you surely ought to receive at least one by each mail.  I do not get all of your letters, they are either miscarried or else I shall get them by and by.
  Mrs Cotant says in a letter that Jo Statton received to day that she has not had one from Tom in three weeks.  He was in our tent to day and told me that he was a going to write every three days from now on.  He did not get a letter to day, neither did Tyler although he said his wife wrote to him oftener than any man in the Co. when you write always mention how  the boy’s friends are if you know,  for if they do not get letters and I do they always come to see what you say about them.  Roby always comes.  He got a letter to day.  I saw Rich put a letter in the office to day directed to Miss Stella Doolittle so I presume that he is all _______ and goose in that quarter.  Was there any truth in that report about her last summer.  I saw him have a letter from Mrs Taylor the other day. 
 I wrote last Sunday evening that Hiram King was very sick.  He died on Monday morning at 3 o’clock and was buried that afternoon at 4 o’clock.  He was buried with all the honors of war and a salute of eight guns fired over his grave.  We could not get him a coffin so we done the next best thing and had a box made for him.  He was put into it with his pants and shirt on and a little straw to raise his head.  He was a single man and about my age.  He had the miniature of a good looking girl with him and also his sisters.  They with the remainder of his things will be sent to his friends in York State.  He was a stouter and healthier looking man than Tom Cotant and one among the last that I thought would die with disease but it is hard to tell who will be the first as all are liable to be called at any moment, and everyone ought to be prepared for such a call, although I am sorry to say that I am one that is not yet  I can see the need of being so as much as though I was. 
 The rest of the sick in the hospital are getting well rapidly, Charley Werner is so that he is able to sit up most of the time, Tinkham received a letter on Monday from his wife and she says that Chester Beebe of our Co. is no better and that they have given up all hope of his getting well.  Earl Miller is at home and will not come back again as we have got him discharged and will send him his papers as soon as they are made out.  What does some say about the Company.  I suppose Mrs. Wood feels greatly relieved as it will save her the trouble of looking for her McGregor Setter (?). 
 We have not been troubled by the Rebels yet although we can not tell at what moment we may be.  A party of guerrillas fired into a boat coming down the river between here and Island No. 10 on Sunday night but did no damage, they did so again last night and got such a shelling from a gun boat that was along as they little anticipated, perhaps it may learn them a lesson to be more careful in the future.  I do not know how soon we leave here.  There is another large battle preparing at Vicksburg and presume that we will get down there time to help participate in that.
 I had intended to have written to your father this evening but I have devoted so much time to you that I have none left for him for taps sounded

missing the last page
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/08/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No. 31

Camp 38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo.
Feby 8th 1863

Dear Kate
	I received your letter of Jany 28th some days ago and the mail to day brought me another bearing date Feby 1st so that I now can answer two in one.  I have nothing of importance to write.  Every thing remains quiet and peaceful.  If there is any Rebels any where near they keep themselves hid for we have seen none of them yet.  Rumors came in every day about their being near and that they are preparing to attack us but they are getting to be so common and no rebels coming that we pay but little or no attention to them.  One rumor to day was that the Rebels were ejecting a battery across the river from where we are for the purpose of shelling us away from here.  The Col. is a going to send a party over in a skiff during the night to see whether it is so or not.  There is no doubt but that there is plenty of rebels over there but it is thought that they have not got any artillery.  There has been heavy firing at Island No. 10 to day.  We could hear the cannon very distinct as we are only six miles from there.  It is thought that the cause of it was to prevent the rebels from firing into boats passing.  They are preparing to mount some heavy guns here and when they are ready we will try a few shells on the rebels if there is any over the river just to see how they like them.  I do not know how much longer we are to remain but think not a great while longer as some old Regt. will be sent to hold this place and give us a chance to try our hands with the enemy.  I should be perfectly satisfied if we should remain here all winter.  We have got things very comfortably arranged now and we don’t like to leave them.  
We turned our cook (Harwood) away to day.  He was a poor cook and real nasty besides.  He got his brother and Jim Glass who are both sick in the cook room with him and you know how a sick person smells and it turned my stomach so bad I could not eat anything he cooked and so we made them all leave for Jim and George were not so sick as they made believe and we got a fellow by the name of Brown (?) to cook supper for us.  He got us up the best meal that I have had since we have been here.  I will tell you what we had.  Warm biscuit and butter and fried pork and dried apple pie and cookies and tea.  They did not taste as good as such things do at home but then they done well for soldiers fore I can eat almost anything when I am well but when I am not you know I like to have things fixed up a little extra. 
 I rec’d a letter from mother last Friday and answered it last night.  It was a real good one and I was well pleased to get it.  She says that she loves you very much already, almost as well as she does her own girls.  I wrote her a good long answer in return and in it I told her that I thought you would never do any thing to cause her to change the good opinion that she now had of you.  I wrote to your father the night before.  You need not worry about what Wartendyke (?) told for I know that I am liked by the boys as well as either Tinkham or Green, and if you will not say that I am praising myself and will not tell any one I will tell you that I have the name of being one of the most prompt Lieutenants in the Regt. while Green has the name of being as much the other way.  The boys may have thought that I was more strict than was necessary, but I only done my duty and I never made them do any more than was right and just.  If I had anything to do I always done it and when I told the men to do anything they do it, which you know would set pretty hard upon some of the lazy ones.  What does Sam say about us now.  I could come home any day if I wished but I do not want to yet awhile.  I suppose Mrs. Wood feels very nice to think that her husband has come home and yours has not, let her think so if she wants to  I would not have a man that would play the baby to get out of the service.  I wonder if they won’t write and have Tom play the same game.  It seems to me that Sam’s farm will be a hard place for him to support as fine a lady as she has been,  I wonder where he will get his money to build his house with and also to furnish it.  Or will love answer for all these necessaries perhaps it may for them but it would be a poor thing for me to use for such a purpose. 
 The boys are all enjoying good health except those in the hospital.  We have seven there their names are Stowell, Kephart - Snow  and  Johnston of Chickasaw Co. and Knott, Cook and Edgington of Bremer Co.  I was down to day and saw them, they are all much better and I think will soon be able to come up to camp.  We have some that say they are sick when there is not much the matter with them so as to avoid doing duty but I never call them sick.  Bill Cole has tried ever since he came back to get discharged and I guess if he keeps on he will.  If you see any of Kephart’s people tell them that Sam sits up most of the time and is doing well.  Charley Werner gains slowly.  You would not know him if you should see him.  I will be glad when he gets well enough to start for home.  He is in the hospital with the rest and has the same care.  He wanted I should write a line to Mary and so I enclose it in this and you must see that she gets it.  Tyler, Rich Tam (?), Billy, Roby and all the rest of the New Hampton boys are well and looking as natural as ever.  Dupus made a great fuss when he heard about his being daddy again.  He said his wife had ought to have had its picture taken as she might have known he wanted to see how it looked.  How does it happen that you have not got religion along with the rest. 
 Our snow is all gone and the weather is quite warm.  I am Lt. of the Line Guard tomorrow.  Capt. has written to his wife tonight.  She is teaching school.  She writes him every word that she hears about you.  I cannot see why  No. 22 and 23 of my letters should fail.  I hope you won’t get No. 22 for it was a real mean letter.  I am a going to stop for this is no longer than your letter was “I want you to look at your map and see how you spell Illinois with an “E” at the end” Aha Mississippi mischief  I fear that you look at the “boys” more than you  do your book but I suppose that is natural for the girls.
I am a going to keep all my love and kisses until I can send a lot at a time and see if you won’t like them better.
Write often dear Kate and I will be your nice man for ever
Horace
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/11/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No 32

Camp 38” Iowa Infantry
New Madrid Mo
Feby 11-1863

Dear Kate
	I was a little disappointed to day when the mail came and brought no letters for me.  If it had been two weeks ago I should not have thought anything about it, but they have been coming so regular since then that I had not thought but what every boat was a going to bring me a letter.  I do not think that I receive more than one half of the letters you send me perhaps they may come around after awhile. 
 I have no news of importance to tell you.  The rumor about the rebels being across the river erecting batteries was like all the rest, a “Humbug”.  Last night a man came in and said that there was twenty-four hundred rebels this side of the swamp and that we were in great danger.  So the Colonel sent word around for all to be prepared in case they should come and then instructed the guard to be very watchful so as to not  be taken be surprise, and then he went to bed to dream over the Great Honor he should gain in case we were attacked and should defeat the rebels.  Kate I do not like him at all and do not respect him in the lease, and the Major I hate and you know me well enough to know that when I hate a man I never half do it.  Last Monday he called me all the hard names he could think of because I followed the written instructions of Colonel Hughes.  I knew that he had no right to do so and I swore back at him and told him that I had obeyed orders.  He said I had not and that he would punish me.  I then showed him my written instructions and you never saw a man change so quick.  He said I had done right and that he did not mean what he said.  He tried to be very good but I would___________________________________________________________________________________________________________pretty hard that___________________________________________________________________I came near forgetting to say that the rebels came not and that morning found us all alive and no enemy near.  
The health of Company “C” is tolerably good.  There being no new cases of sickness since I wrote before.  The boys in the hospital are doing finely and if it had not rained yesterday two or three of them would have been brought back to camp to day.
  I suppose the novelty of our being married has ceased to attract the attention of the people up there.  What do they find to talk about now.  Do they still think you could have done better.  Do you hear any thing more about Tucker suing case.  Have you subscribed for a magazine and if so whose. Does your father take the Dubuque Times, and do you have money enough to meet all your wants.  If not be sure and let me know, we have had no pay since last November.  The allotment system goes into effect March 1st and if you are out of money I will have father get you some from those that are owing me.  I have some money left yet.  I think enough to last until pay day.  I should have had a great plenty if I had not loaned Capt. $30. and Green $15.  
The war news looks a little more encouraging if we are only successful at Vicksburg.  I think that we may hope for a speedy termination of the war.  I would be glad if it was tomorrow if only we were the ones to dictate the terms of peace, but if the rebels are the ones I never want to see the war settled.
  I shall not take the Adjutants Office. 
 We will have a large cannon mounted tomorrow so that we can give the rebels as good as they send in case of an attack.
You asked me once if I had a good bed and I forgot to say, it is tolerably comfortable it is sort of a bunk.  Green and I sleep together we have three blankets on the straw under us and five over us. 
 Brown is still cooking for us and does first rate.  He makes pies and pound cake I guess it is for it is very heavy and fried cakes and light bread besides a lot of other things.
You will probably see a letter from Roby in the courier soon as he put one in the P.O. last night with that directive  ___.  Tyler told me today that you had sent  ___ for his wife to come up and stay awhile with you as you were very lonesome, and that she had about made up her mind to go.  
I wear my fatigue suit yet  I have not had my dress suit on but once since I left Du buque, I don’t shave any now I am in the best of spirits and am patiently waiting for the time to come when I can be with you sweet wife again.  I have wrote all that I can think of, and if I do once in a while write short letters you must not scold for you know I write so often that they cannot always be long ones
Write often and I will do the same.
Good night love and remember that I am your own true and faithful
Horace

Kephart and Charley Werner are much better
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/15/63
No. 34
Original: Rollin Olds

Camp 38th Iowa Infantry
New Madrid, Mo.
Sunday Feby 15= 1863

Dear Kate
	Your very welcome letter of last Sunday reached me this morning and for your promptness in answering mine please accept my warmest thanks, now that I receive yours so regular I can well afford to write to you often.  I have received the most of you letters I think, although some of them were a long time finding me.  As long as we remain here there will be no more trouble about their reaching me.  I have not received a letter in a long time that gave me the pleasure than this one did.  It was the best written and the fewest mistakes in it of any letter that I ever received from you, I think you improve rapidly and Kate it is with feeling of pleasure that I notice it.  I also received one from father dated the 8th of this month.  He says that they are all well and getting along finely.  He says that Mrs. W. and brother have quit abusing me and he thinks have come to the conclusion that the less they say the better it is for them.  He says that unless I come home in the spring he will take you and keep you in my place until I do.  He always mentions you in his letters and in terms of praise he says that you are a good girl and that if I do anything to hurt your feelings he will give me a scolding.  I am getting a little jealous of them all for fear that when I came home they will not allow me to have anything to say to you.  You must of heard some pretty hard things said about me while you were at Chickasaw.  I am real glad that Em introduced you as she did, you ask if I am sorry that our marriage is known- I answer no sir ee.  I am glad that it is so and am proud to have the world to know that you are my bride, 
 What was the matter with the letter that I wrote Mary Werner that she could not read it.  Who read it for her and did she finally get to understand its meaning.  I send her another enclosed in this and you must read it for her if she cannot.  Charley is pretty hard up.  The rheumatism  has affected him badly and I fear that it will be some time before he gets the use of his right arm again. Charley Stowell is much better now I think that he will be up in camp in a day or two. Sam Kephart was doing finely until he over done himself and caused a relapsed.  However he is again getting better and if he will only take care of himself will be able to come up to camp by next Sunday.  The rest of the boys in the hospital are all smart except a boy by the name of Cook who I fear will not get well.  Billy Cotant has been pretty sick to day but appears to be better this evening.  I think that he will be discharged before long unless he gets better than he has been for some time.  Roby has had the mumps very hard but is about over them.  The rest of the boys from New Hampton are all well.  I am about as hearty as usual and in excellent spirits.  
Since I have found out that matters were all right at home I have enjoyed myself as well as it is possible for me to away from you.  
That important news that I spoke about in my last did not transpire and therefore I have none to tell you.  Tinkham was down town the other day and while there he heard a citizen abusing the northern soldiers and government and it made him mad and he knocked the man down and kicked him all over town.  The man went and complained to the Col. about it and he the Col was a going to have Tinkham arrested for whipping one of his favorite friends.  But he finally came to the conclusion that he had better not, as the whole Regt were opposed to it.  We did not come down here to be run over by southern traitors and I think it pretty hard that when we resent their insults that our Col. should punish us for doing so.  It is nothing more than right be expected from him for I believe that he is as much a rebel at heart as those that we are fighting.  The officers are all (with the exception of one or two of the same stripe) getting down on him and the Major.  They both feel their importance and are very overbearing.  Every one likes Col. Hodnutt and always try to please him.  Don’t say anything about what I have written about them, for you know they are my superior officers and should they hear that I called them traitors they might make me trouble.  E H Ellis of Bradford received a letter to day that his wife was not expected to live and she wants him to come home immediately.  He will start on the first boat if the Col. will give him a furlough. 
 I think you must be a pretty close financier to get along and not use any more money than you have.  You say that you have forty dollars in gold and have loaned Aiken  $28. and Case $32. which if I can figure correctly makes the amount that I left with you.  However I won’t scold about what you do with it if you have enough to make yourself comfortable.  That allotment system that I have spoken about is all a failure and the money will be paid to me here.  I am glad that it is so far I never had any confidence in it.  As soon as we receive any pay I will send you some.  Tom tells me that Sam is a going to keeping house.  What was the trouble between him and Mrs Cotant that he did not live with her until Tom got back. 
 I am Lt. of the Pickett Guard tomorrow.  My turn comes on Monday and then I am at liberty the rest of the week that is if the Lieutenants all keep well.  I believe that I have written every thing of interest and will bring my scribbling to a close.  I have written this while sitting on my bed with a book lying on my knee for a table.  I don’t care what kind of a paper you send me,  any that you take after you have finished reading it.  Don’t fail to write often, give my love to your father and mother and the children.
I will write again soon and until then believe me to be as ever your own true and faithful
Horace

The weather to day has been as warm and pleasant as May up there.
With a kiss good night and pleasant dreams
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/18/63
Original: Pat Stevens
Chickasaw, Iowa
February 18/ 63

My Dear Brother
	Pardon me for delaying an answer to your very worthy letter so  kind and brotherly written.  Believe me dear bother every word has been treasured up in my heart.  I thank you very much for your compliments and sincerely hope your chosen wife may never prove such a lazy worthless creature as your sister.  You must not imagine that I am offended nay rather it pleased me to think you used so much ________ ________ about these things . 
 Well dear brother I have got so much I want to tell you I hardly know what to say first.  You never heard such a time as the black police are having because you didn’t leave Fred (?)  The old woman has written a letter down here and she has read it in the store to every man that has been there for a week.  She says Fred (?) will be down here the first boat that runs and will put you through and oh such names and every thing she can think she calls you they are so completely  upset in their plans , oh I tell you it does my  very soul good to see them.
Mrs Waite is so mad that she can’t talk of any thing else even at meeting and so mad at me she has even went so far as to send Mr. Skinner here to talk to me and tell me that I should not say a word in your favor as you had done very wrong.  He might have saved his breath and perhaps a dollar or two in his pocket by minding his own business.  The old fool I dislike shouldn't meddle he_______________ himself very badly ever since he found out that you we’re married and says he don’t think your marriage is legal.  He has taken sides with Mrs. Waite and if he ever comes here again__________ giving me good advice he will  get ordered out doors I answered him so short and told him I thought it a pity you hadn’t as good a sight to your choice as any other man without living governed by two or three old women that I don’t suppose he will come back any more the “old wolf in sheeps clothing”. 
 Poor Kate it worries her half to death she is so afraid they will get you into trouble but I guess you can live as long as old brother Young.  They have sent a copy of one of your letters and what has been read  in the store they are giving it _____ New Hampton  to send it to Kate but I am going to write to her so just tell them to leave if they come there with any of their trash.  
You wanted to know if Kate dressed in taste to suit me.  She was dressed very neatly indeed.  Some fine things were not just to my fancy but you know every ones taste are not alike.  But haven’t I made this foolish letter to lengthy already.  I have not heard from Doc. for a week.  Father, mother and all the rest of our friends are well!!
 Excuse the numerous mistakes for  Laura"s head is between me and the paper half of the time besides I am very tired.  Have been washing all day.  Good bye dear brother for this time.  Hoping this will find you well and Capt. Tinkham. 
Your sister E. Troy
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/18/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No 35


Camp 38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid Mo
Feby 18” 1863

Mrs Horace C Baldwin
	Dear Kate
		I have looked for a boat all day that would bring me a letter from you so that I might answer it this evening.  But none has come and I must make up some thing that will pass for a letter for I know that if I do not my pet will not receive one by every mail and then she will be disappointed and feel bad and perhaps scold me and say that I have forgotten her, for I know that she is a jealous little puss and when she misses a letter is apt to think that her husband has fallen in love with another woman and left her alone.  I hardly know what to write to night for there is not a particle of news in camp and I have not heard any since I wrote before.
Yesterday lumber came to build barracks and with it came word that a Regt. of Missouri Militia were coming to occupy this place and that we were to go on down the river.  I presume that we will remain long enough to get the barracks built and every thing well fixed for them as that is about the way things go in military.  Here we have been all through the hardest snow and rain storms that has been known for years with nothing but our tents to stay in and now that spring is coming and the hard storms over  lumber is sent for us to build barracks to be used by some one else and we are to go on some where else.  I don’t like such kind of work and cannot help but grumble a little, please forgive me for doing so for you know that if I did not scold once in a while when I was at home I was sure to be sick and it is the same way with me here.  Tinkham says that I am a regular old maid about my things because I keep every thing packed and taken care of so close.  I always have my clothes and other fixings in my valise ready to start at a moments notice while he never has his things ready and cannot tell where they are one half of the time and Green is no better with his.  If Ellis comes home I think I shall send my dress suit along with him for I have no use for it here. 
 We changed our cook to day Brown having got tired of cooking, and we had to find another.  A man by the name of Still got supper for us and done first rate and I guess that we will keep him that is if he will stay.  
The health of our company is about the same.  Billy Cotant is getting better but I do not think that he will ever be able to endure the hardships of a soldiers life.  He is a real good boy and a general favorite with the company.  All would like to see him discharged think that he will be before long.  Bill Cole will get a discharge as soon as another pay day comes around and sooner if he wants it.  He has complained a long time with his arm and the surgeon said last night that he never would be any account and the quicker the “Old Granny” was out of the service the better,  If he goes home now he will lose all his pay from the time he enlisted.  Roby is trying his best to get one also.  I should be glad to see him have it for his place is with his family as they need his care and protection more than the United States does his services but unless he takes a different course than he has done I fear he will not be successful.  He is not really well and he goes around telling every one about how weakly he is and tries to be very bad when the surgeon is around,  when if he would keep his tongue still and let his disease if he has one show for itself he would get a discharge much sooner.  The surgeon saw him last night and told me that he thought he was making the most of his trouble and that he did not think he was very badly affected.  There are four or five more that will be discharged as soon as another pay day comes.  Say to Werner’s folks that Charley is gaining all the while although quite slowly.  Also to Kephart's that Sam is improving rapidly and to Mrs White that Stowell is almost well,  Kate I learned the other day that Jo Statton has been telling a story to some of the boys that he used to do you as you told me he done with that lady that taught school there last summer.  I paid no attention to it for I knew it was untrue and I did not care to make a fuss for nothing, tell me in your next whether you used to go with him.  Rich told me that Taylor had written a letter to him to show  Jo in regard to what he says about Stella.  Rich says that Mrs Taylor told him that it was all a lie and that Stella had written the same,  He writes to her often.  We are very good friends and he tells me all about his letters and I would not have you say a word about what I write- about it for perhaps it might hurt his feelings if he should hear of it.  I saw Jo put a letter in the office yesterday directed to Stella.  I have a good chance to see all the letters that are sent as they are all put in our tent and then carried to the P.O.  Mary Vantassel gets more letters than any other girl up there, they are all written by Frank Loveless. 
 I had a nice time on Monday night on Pickett Guard for it rained all night and was so dark that I could not see the ears of the mule that I was riding, but I went around and saw them, “the picketts” without getting lost in the heavy timber that I had to go through without a road.  
Kate if I had not enlisted I would not for this war is all a speculation and the head men do not wish it to close,  I could have remained at home and  have had a good place and been near you my darling, and have run no risk of being killed by the rebels or of dying  with  some of the thousand and one diseases that follow the army, and then to our Colonel and Major are both ________traitors in my opinion and  care more for the rebels than they do for the soldiers.  Tinkham used to get mad if I said a word against either of them but he has changed his mind and says more now than I do.  Lieut- Colonel  Hodnutt  is a good man and liked by the whole Regt.  
I am well pleased to think that you do not doubt my love after hearing so much said against me.  I love you with my whole heart dear wife  and am not sorry that I married you when and as I did.  I do not doubt your love and I know that you are a good girl,  I do not think that I could live without it.  I prize it above all other things on earth.  I had intended to have written you a longer letter this evening but it is late and I must bid you good night.  It is such a poor one that I fear you will think that I could put my postage to a better use than carrying this- I will try and write a more interesting one next time,  I am well as usual and in good spirits.
Write often as you have done.  Give my love to your father and mother and accept a large portion for your self
With a kiss good night
Horace
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/22/63
Original: Rollin  Olds
No 36

Camp 38” Iowa Infantry
New Madrid, Mo
Feby 22-1863

My Own Sweet Wife
	I received your letter of the 11th just a few moments ago.  It should have reached me last Wednesday and would have done so it it had not have been carried down the river.  I was in hopes that you would not receive my letter of Jany 18th for I knew that if you did your feelings would surely be hurt.  I am very sorry that I wrote and was an hour after that I had mailed it and would have given almost anything to have got hold of it again.  I was almost crazy when I wrote it and hardly knew what that I was writing, I did not think that you were as bad as I said and I did not mean it when I said that I wished for no further correspondence.  I know you love me to well to ever think that I did.  I thank you very much for forgiving me so freely, and I have now to say that you have the whole of my love and that it has increased almost ten fold since I last saw you.  Oh had you of ceased to love me after receiving that letter you would have killed me for I can not live without your love any more than I can without anything to eat.  You are my pride my hope my all and I ask for no other pleasure than that of being spared to return to you again and to never be separated from you so long while we live.  I am very anxious to get another letter from you for Tyler has just told me that his wife wrote that you were sick, and you never said a word about it.  It is of no use for you to try_________________________________________________________________
I shall have to scold if you do not tell me when you are for I had much rather hear it from you than any one else.  If you are not able to write have your father do it for you. 
 I have but little or no news to tell you beyond that we are all alive and enjoying tolerably good health and have not been whipped or taken prisoner.  Although if we were to believe all the reports that we hear our share for being one or the other of latter is pretty good.  It is said by the Buttermatts (?) here that Jeff Thompson was crossing the swamp day before yesterday to attack us but we have seen or heard nothing from him personally and so of course we don’t believe it.  Colonel Hodnutt has just returned from a scout of three days and he reports no rebels anywhere near.  He had a part of three companies with him.  I have been acting adjutant while they were gone,  I do not like the place and would not accept  it in any shape.
Our boys in the hospital are quite smart all of them being able to sit up.  Charley Werner improves slowly and is as cross as a little bear.  Kephart  and Stowell are almost well and would have been out and up in camp by this time if the weather had not have been so stormy.  Billy Cotant is much better although very weak, you would hardly know him he looks so thin and pale.  Some of the boys are having the mumps but it does not hurt them much.  I had them when I was a little fellow and so I have nothing to fear from them.  Barron received a letter from his wife to day and it contained the joyful intelligence that he was again father to an 8 1/2 pound boy, (good news was it not).  Tinkham received one from his  wife.  She was sick at the time she wrote but was not like you and keep it from her husband,  her disease so he told  ____ was that she could not have her ___ and had missed them three_____________________________________________________.
So you must forget all about what was in that letter and never let it trouble you again.
Fathers explanation was entirely satisfactory and I am very glad that it is publicly known that you are my wife.  I thought that I should write you a long letter to night but I have a head ache and you must not scold if I do not.  I wrote to father last night and told him that you were soon coming to make them another visit.  Tell your father that I will write to him as soon as I can obtain any news of interest.  Hoping by the time this reaches you that you will be fully restored to your health is my earnest prayer.  I will write again soon.  With a kiss my love I bid you good night and remain as ever your one true and loving
Horace

Tom Tyler, Roby and Rich and all the rest from New Hampton are well
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/25/63
Original : Rollin Olds
No 37

Adjutants Office 38” Iowa Infty
New Madrid Mo
Feby 25- 1863

Dear Kate
	It is a rainy cold dismal evening and the only thing that I can find to do to pass away the time is to write to you.  I have not received a letter from you since I wrote before, although I am anxiously looking for one, as I am uneasy about your health.  I hardly know what that I should do if I should hear that you were sick.  If you were dangerous I would come home at all hazards  Ever thing remains about the same in camp excepting a little excitement caused now and then over the rumors brought in by the citizens here,  that the rebels are this side of the swamp and are preparing to attack us.  Last night a man came in in breathless haste with the news that the enemy were then coming and that we were in great danger of being captured or whipped.  Every necessary preparation was made to guard against a surprise but no rebels came.  And since I commenced this two men have come in as fast as their bones could carry them and report the Rebels three thousand strong at a place called Point Pleasant ten miles down the river and that they are agoing to attack us during the night.  Every thing is all in motion over the news some of the men are firing the loads out of their guns so as to put new ones in while others are getting more cartridges and  running around in all directions hardly knowing what they are doing or what they want to do.  The Colonel has several out digging rifle pits so that our men can be protected in case the enemy conclude to come, which I think they will hardly do to night as the rain is pouring down in torrents  
Lt. Colonel Hodnutt just came in to the office and he says that the report is undoubtedly true  so far as the rebels being this side of the swamp but that he does not think that we will be attacked to night or tomorrow night either,  I am not a particle frightened as you can see by the steadiness of my hand.  If I could have my choice as to whether the rebels should come  ___ not,  I would say let them come and the sooner the better.  
 I am still acting as Adjutant although it is against my wishes.  I shall not act longer than the 1st of next month,  A brother of Hiram King  came down the river to day.  He lives in York state and had been out to Iowa to attend to Hiram’s things there.  I supposed that he would certainly take his body home with him, but he is not agoing to.  He said that if it had of been Hiram’s wish he would have dare so, but as he had not said anything about having it done he thought it best to let it remain.
He brought word that Chester A Beebe of our company who has been sick at home so long was dead.  Poor “Chet” he was a noble fellow and loved by the whole company.  We all mourn his loss almost as much as a brother.  He was a splendid soldier and gave his life for his country.  May his ashes never be trodden over by the traitors that he enlisted to fight or by the copper headed ones of the north.  
Mrs Tinkham sent a letter by King to Tinkham also $10, she wrote that she was much better and for him not to worry any more on her account.  I intended to have sent this along with him as he was agoing back to Waverly, but he left before I got it ready and so it must take its chance through the mail.  
The health of the boys of our company is very good.  We have only four in the hospital Stowell, M. B. Johnston and George Foreman of Chickasaw Co. and George Cook of Bremer Co. and they are all mending except Foreman who was carried there to day.  He was quite sick but I think not dangerous.  Sam Kephart came up to camp yesterday, he is still  weak but other than that entirely recovered  Charley Werner is about the same.  I wish that he was at home for he will never be able to do us any more good and it is a good deal of work to take care of him.  The Mississippi River is very high here and still rising  I hope it may continue to do so for it will help our forces greatly about capturing Vicksburg.  I have heard nothing late from there and so can not tell you anything about what is going on down there.  I do not know how much longer we shall remain here, not a great while however if the rebels take us prisoners, I almost forgot to say that a party of fifteen guerrillas made a dash on a house about a mile from camp night before last and got hold of two kegs of powder and other things that would be of great benefit to them .
I am getting tired of being a soldier and wish the war would close.  It seems to me as though that I had been away from you a year at least instead of three months.
You must not sorrow any trouble about my ceasing to love you for every days separation only serves to bind my heart still closer to you.  It is all yours and no other one has a place there but my darling Katie.  I will bid you good night and close this on the morning that is if the rebels do not come before that time and take us prisoners.

Morning has come bright and clear and finds the 38” all alive and well.  We do not fear the Rebels as a gun boat came down the river last night to stay with us.  Mr. King did not get away and I will send this by him to Waverly where he will mail it to you.  I am well and hearty and hope this will find you the same.  I must go to guard mounting for the Adjutant has to do that
In haste- Good bye
Horace
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
02/27/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No. 38


Camp 38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo
Friday evening 
Feby 27” 1863

Kate
	Knowing that you will watch the mail with anxiety until you hear that we are safe from an attack of the rebels which I wrote to you about before and with the view of reliving in your mind- I now hasten to let you know that we are all right yet.  The rebels are very bold but have not made any movement toward attacking us that we are aware of.  Yesterday the rebel General Jeff Thompson with five of his men came to a house within two and a half miles of camp and got their dinners.  While there an old negro that had at one time been his servant saw him and he came into camp and told the Colonel about his being there.  I immediately informed the major and a few men started to catch him but the old fellow had left and returned to his forces at a place called Weaverville this of the little river or great swamp as some call it, reports are continually coming in principally by Union Butterwitts(?) that Thompson has a force of three thousand infantry and that it is his intention to retake New Madrid.  He sent his compliments to Colonel Hughes by a man that he met after he had finished his dinner and also told him to tell the Colonel that he would occupy this place again before Sunday night.  We are so well fixed as we can be with what means that we have, rifle pits are dug all around camp and outside of them a deep ditch and brush piled all along the inside of that and then if they give us to hard a rub we can retreat to the fort where we can hold our ground.  We have two cannon mounted in the fort one a twelve pounder and the other a twenty four pounder which I think will send such message of shot and shell and grape(grope) and canister as the rebels won’t care to meet, and in an hours time a gun boat from Island  No 10 will come down to our assistance.  We were called out in line of battle at two o’clock this morning to be in readiness to meet what was then a supposed attempt by the rebels to surprise us, but it proved to be a false alarm and we were allowed to go to our tents after standing out in the cold a couple of hours.  Tinkham is out on a scout with thirty men.  You must not be alarmed about us for I do not apprehend any danger.  I think they are trying to frighten us as they did  Colonel Scott with the hope that we will leave and they can come in and gather up what little provisions there is in the country and then retreat across the swamp again.  
I received your letter of the 15” just yesterday also one from mother of the same date.  My mind was greatly relieved to hear that you were well as I feared that when you wrote before that you were sick and were trying to keep me from knowing it.  You wished to know what I thought of your Valentine, well I think it is quite an interesting one.  If we were only sure of having as nice a family as the picture represents I do not know as we ought to object.  “Nine little ones is not a great many and I think we could get along with them don’t you”.  Who do you think sent it.  I have tried to think who done it but as yet am at a loss to know who it was, unless it was Katie Edwards, I borrow no trouble about being burdened with children.  I presume that we will not have them any faster than some of our particular friends have done and will as soon as they get a chance.
Mother wrote that Mr Albertson was coming down to Helena to see his boy Jimmy and that she was a going to send me a lot of things by him provided that he could land them here as he went by.  I wrote to her that he could and for her to send nothing but a few pounds of fresh butter as I could get along with that.  I guess you may send me a few postage stamps as I think that we will remain here long enough for a letter with them to reach me.  I want about twenty but only send three or four at a time so that if one letter misses another may perhaps reach me and in that way I shall not lose them all.
The health of our company is about the same.   Kephart has just come from the hospital and says that George Foreman is much better to night.  Also that Charley Werner is better he is now able to walk around from one room to another.  If he continues to improve we will send him home soon.  All the boys from New Hampton are well and hearty except Roby and Billy Cotant, they are able to be about but not fit for duty,  I am enjoying very good health.  And cannot say that I have any fault to find with the way that the war has used me so for although I am tired of soldiering and will hail the day with feelings of gratitude that sees me at liberty to return to the arms of my own true and loving wife.  I guess things have quieted down at Chickasaw for mother didn’t  mention anything about it in her letter.  She said father was going over to New Hampton in a few days and was a going to take you home with him.  She says that she will persuade you to live with her this summer.  I told her that I had no objections but that I did not think that she could, do you think that she can- I have no longer any doubt about you constancy believing as I do that you are one of the fairest and best of women.  Your love is my pride and as long as I am the possessor of so great a gift I shall never do anything to lose it.
It is now ten o’clock and Tinkham has just come and everything is in so much confusion that I can not write more.  He did not see anything of the rebels.
Accept my love my dear and know that you possess the whole heart of your affectionate and loving
Horace
Direct as you have done before
(Saturday morning finds all alive and well)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
03/04/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 40

Camp 38” Iowa Infantry
New Madrid, Mo.
March 4” 1863

Dearest Kate
	I have but a moments time to devote to you this evening.  I am very busy in the adjutants office fixing up muster and pay rolls so as to be ready for the paymaster in case that he should happen to come along.  The acting adjutant has returned from St Louis but is not able to perform the duties of the office and I am compelled to remain until he gets better.
Nothing of importance has transpired since I wrote before.  The boys from New Hampton are all well and apparently contented.
I send you Ems letter also a line to Mary Werner. 
 I went down town today and had my picture taken which I mail at the same time I do this letter.  It looks just as I do any time when I am around camp.  I did not fix up at all for I thought that you would rather see me as I go every day.  You will notice that I look hearty and rugged and as though camp life  agreed with me.  My cheeks are equally as red as they appear to be in the picture.  When you go to Chickasaw take it along with you for father and mother to see. Tinkham had his taken for his from to day, also T. D. Cotant.  
Your Aunt in Illinois (I believe) wrote to Tyler and gave me quite a compliment.  She said that she wished me to write her which I shall do as soon as I get time.  I cannot write more this time for I am buried almost to death.
My picture must answer for what the letter lacks.
Good bye my dear and forgive me for not writing you a better letter. I will try and do better next time.  
I send along a lot of kisses by my picture which I think you will be able to find.  With the thought I hope that you are fully assured of my love 
I remain as ever
Your Affectionate and Loving
Horace
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
03/07/63
No. 41
Original: Rollin Olds

Adjutants Office
38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo.
Saturday Evening
March 7- 1863

Katie E Baldwin
	My Pet Wife
	I have just been thinking over the events of about a year ago and contrasting the difference between now and then. It was about this time of the year as you will remember that I came back from Dubuque, the remembrances of which are still fresh in my mind, I often think of you as you seemed to me then when my eyes were so blinded that I could not see you, and of the tenderness with which you bathed  them when they seemed to be burning from their sockets.  I almost wish that I could be again placed in the same way so that I might have the pleasure of having you to take care of me as you then did.  My experience as a soldier has not made me forget you, way rather it has increased my love for you, and my exile from your society will only serve to learn me how to appreciate it when I return home.  
Your letter of Feb. 25th reached me this afternoon and was read with deep interest.  Could you only know how much pleasure your letters give me I know that you would not be so lonesome.  It seems strange to me that you should be, you who can have a good home and all that you want to make your comfortable and plenty of Beauxs to gallant you around- those I mean are our fathers as I see that you do all your going with them.  I don’t want you to think that I am jealous of either of them for I know them both to well to ever doubt but what they will always look out for the best for my own sweet Katie, why do you think of me if you are lonesome.  Here I am far away from all that I have on Earth to love and running great risk of losing my life and yet I never allow myself to get lonesome or down hearted and you must not for if you do it will cause me a great deal of misery.  If I ever get to feeling bad about being away from home I start to writing to you and in that way soon get over it. 
 I have had a another quarrel with Tinkham and were it possible I would resign and come home but the law is changed and will not allow a man to resign unless he is unable to perform military duty. Tinkham has always taken every opportunity to abuse me and yesterday morning he said more than I could stand good naturedly and the result was a regular fuss.  He gets so drunk that he can hardly move and in one of these spells he told around camp that he had to buy me all the previsions that I eat, I heard of it by one of the boys and so I went and asked him about it and he said that it was so, I told him that he lied and that if he opened his head to deny it I would break it for him, but he kept still and saved me the trouble as I would have done it if he had not.  I loaned him thirty dollars which was all the money that he has had since we left Camp Franklin excepting ten dollars that his wife sent him the other day.  And I have paid out more money for provisions since we have been here than he has.  He has not spoken to me since and I don’t care if he never does again.  He is nothing but a low drunken, gambling puppy, and the reason of his abusing me is because he is jealous for fear that I will be thought more of than he is, and because I won’t drink and gamble as he does, I would sooner have the whole Regt. down on me than to drink one quarter the liquor that he does.  He is real mean to the boys from Chickasaw Co. scolding and finding fault with them all the while.  But never says a word to his Bremer County punks  as the boys call them.  If I live to get home he can never come into a house of mine, no never.  But I have devoted enough space to the black hearted witch  and will drop the subject, don’t say anything about what I have written,
 I hope the war will soon close although there is but little hope for it now.  Our forces are not making much head way at Vicksburg nor at any other place that I can hear of. 
I also received a letter from father to day they were all well at the time he wrote.  He said that he had been out at New Hampton and seen his girl and that she looked as healthy and well as when last I saw her.  You must be very careful of your self and not get any more cold as it would be impossible for me to come to you were you sick.  You say that you are not very well besides what am I to judge from that, “Ek” (?) I can guess or could if I was there.  I suppose you think because I am away that I have forgotten all about what some certain words mean but you will see when I come home whether I have or not.  
Henry Shoemaker’s note will be due the twentieth of this month or about that time and I would like to have your father see him and have Henry give you a deed of the land that my mortgage covers and you give him a bond back.  If Henry will do this he may have another year to pay his mate, and if not he must pay it now.
We have not been paid yet but look for the paymaster next week.  You will see that I am still in the Adjutants Office.  But I shall not remain much longer. 
The health of our Company is very good the fewest number being sick that has been since our arrival here.  The boys from New Hampton are all well as usual and looking full as natural.  I sent myself to you the last time I wrote which I hope you will get before this reaches you.
The rebels do not molest us and all fear about Jeff Thompson (?) has vanished in parties of men go out scouting every day but do not see any signs of the rebels.  I do not know how much longer we are to remain here but I think from present indications some time.
I write regularly to you and if my letters do not reach you it is the fault of the mails.  I am well pleased to hear that people up at St. Cloud are enjoying themselves so well this winter and hope that they have forgotten that they ever knew Horace Baldwin.  You must of course obey your new mother and if she says for you to go and visit her after school is out why you must go.  I write to some of fathers folks regular once a week and that is as often as I can find any news to write.  You ask  whether I ever think of you in the evening, I answer that I do and that my thoughts are with you long after the camp is quiet and all in bed I often lay awake until 11 or 12 o’clock thinking of you and home.  But I have written until the fire is all out and the tent cold and I shall have to close for this time.  The weather is very unpleasant, raining the most of the time.
Tyler has the mumps but is in no danger of having them take a “downward course”.  I will write again soon and endeavor to have more news to tell you or at any rate tell it in a better style.  With once more the words of caution for your health I bid you an affectionate good night and hope that we may soon be reunited.
As ever yours
Horace

The important news that I mentioned some time ago was this Tinkham got drunk one day and went into the Colonel’s Office and called him every thing he could think of and told him he lied and more that I can not think of and also that he would not obey him any more, the Col. ordered him out doors and never to come into his office again until he got sober enough to know what he was about, after Tinkham got sobered off he went to the Col. and apologized for his conduct and the Col. concluded that he would not punish him that time, but told him that if he ever did so again he would have him court marshaled and dismissed from the service.  The reason that I did not tell you then was that I thought I would always try and keep friends with him and not say anything against him but my feelings of respect are all gone and I had as soon that you would know what a mean man he is not.
H
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
03/14/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No 43

New Madrid Mo
March 14- 1863

Dear Kate
	As I have nothing to do for an hour or two I will sit down and have a little chat with you, just to let you know how fares the 38” Iowa.  My stock of news is very limited and you will have to be contented with what little I have heretofore written until something in the news line comes around.  We were all agreeably surprised last night at the light of a real live and genuine paymaster.  A man that we had been wanting to see very bad, our dreams were haunted all night with visions of “Green Backs”, and of the good things that we would have when we got them.  But when morning came it brot  with it the sad news that the officers would not receive any pay at all and the rest of the Regt. only what was due them previous to the 4th of last November.  The number of sober faced Captains and Lieutenants is great for all were strapped and were in need of money.  It is pretty hard as you will admit to have to spend your time without receiving anything for it, and still harder to get along without money where you are in an enemy’s country and cannot buy anything without it.  I will have to get some from the boys that send their money home, and let you pay their friends the money there, as it will save the risk of your sending it to me and will also be much safer for them.  I have ten dollars left and if there was a prospect of pay soon I would not do it, but there is no probability of our being paid before the 1st of May and perhaps not then.  I have about five hundred dollars due me from government besides what Tinkham and Green owe me.  I missed______________ them have money as they do not thank me for it now and had I kept it I would have had enough to have done me until I got some pay from the Govt.  The boys will get about $20. apiece on an average.  I have not made any arrangement with any one but think I will with Tom Cotant and Tyler as it will be handy for you to see their wives and pay them the amount I get.  I will write to you if I get any and you need not pay them until you get an order from me.  I shall want $30 or 40 dollars, but as not pay out any gold  If you have not got paper money get it from your father and when you go to Chickasaw you will be able to get enough to repay him I think.
It is rumored here that an order has been issued by the Secretary of War stopping all soldiers  letters at Cairo for twenty days and if such is the case this may be among the number.  I should have had your letter written last Wednesday before this but for some cause it has not come yet.  The reason set forth for stopping the mail is that there is to be some important movements to be made and the Government is afraid the soldiers will find out what they are and let people at the north know what it is,  I think it pretty hard that a man cannot have the privilege of writing to and of receiving letters from his friends.  Our stay in New Madrid I think is short, as there has been a change of Generals in this Department, and we cannot expect as good treatment from now on as we have had,  General Curtis is superseded by General Summer who was turned out of the army of the Potomac because he never done any thing and now he is put in command of the South Western Army entirely against the wishes of it.  I presume the first order of his will be the evacuation of this place and for us to move on down the river.  It is thought that he would rather see the Southern Army win than the Northern and will give the rebels every chance in his power to do so,  General Marmaduke (?) and his force have not troubled us yet and I think there is no danger of their doing so.  Our scouts sought a rebel  Captain the other day.  He was in citizens clothes and recruiting for the southern army.  He would not have been caught if he had played sharp, but when he saw our men he run and when they saw him running they thought something was wrong and took after him and caught him and upon searching him they found his commission as Capt. and also a recruiting commission.  He is a smart good looking intelligent appearing fellow, and has been in the war ever since the commencement.  He says that he was in the Battle of Shiloh and several smaller ones that I do not remember the names of.  He will be sent to St. Louis by the first boat to kept until he is exchanged.  
To day is warm and pleasant  a regular spring day, we can hear the roar of heavy guns across the swamp but whether it is caused by fighting or the rebels practicing we are unable to tell.  I think the latter.  
All the boys are as well as usual.  Roby came to me a little while ago and wanted me to help get him a discharge after he was paid.  I told him that I would do my best, but I fear that he will  have to remain sometime longer. 
 I have not had an opportunity to send my clothes yet.  If I do I will send them to you.  Ellis did not go as he expected when I wrote.
You must keep up your spirits for to know that you are well and in good spirits helps me to keep so and endure the privations of a soldiers life.  Tinkham does not speak to me nor I to him.  Our friendship is forever broken I will try and get along peaceably while we are together, that is unless he uses me to mean and then if he does I will resent it.
My health is very good the best that it has been for a long time. My dyrpepsid(??) has not troubled me for a month and I feel altogether different.
 Say to Werners folks that Charley is able to lie out doors the most of the time and will be home before long.  I want Henry’s note renewed without fail.  I would like to have him give you a deed instead of a mortgage and then you give him a bond back, any arrangement that your father makes will be satisfactory to me. Tell your father I would like to hear from him often and that I will always answer.
Give my respects to him and your mother and children, I must go to dress parade and will close for this time.
Write often dear and if you do not get my letters regularly remember that it is not the fault of your
Ever faithful
Horace
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
03/15/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No 44

New Madrid, Mo
Mch 15-1863

My Dear Wife
	As good luck would have it I received your letter of the 4” just yesterday and of the 8” to day.  Both of which were welcome missives coming as they did from my own sweet Kate who is dearer to me than any thing else on earth, without her I should not care to live for earth would be a blank dreary place for me were she gone.  If I can be spared to return to her my happiness will be complete.  I do not think that I should ever have known how much I really loved you had I never been separated as I have been.  I almost feel tempted to quit sometimes and come home, but I cannot and do it honorably and I never will any other way for next to my love for you and father and mother is my love for my name that so many in Chickasaw Co. have lately tried to defame.  I received a letter from mother today and she said that certain ones in Chickasaw were telling around that I was  compelled to marry you all of which I agree to, but not for the reason that they set forth.  I was compelled to marry you for this reason and no other and that is that I loved you better than any one else and could not have got along without your love in return, and the sure way to secure that was to do as I did and as I would were it to do over again.  
I have been very busy since I wrote before as the paymaster has been here all the while and I had to attend to helping fix the pay rolls.  He paid us all up to the 1st of January so I will  have no occasion to have you send me money at present.  The boys from New  Hampton thought that it would be safer to send our money by him to St. Louis to be expressed from there to McGregor to Charley McCullen (?) as he or 
Sam were out there so often that they could get it with less trouble than any one else,  I sent one hundred and fifty dollars to you which I want loaned out on real estate security if father does not want it to buy me apiece of land that I wrote to him about.  I want you to pay Charley all the express charges and what he may charge for his trouble and send me the amount so that the others that sent can repay me here.  It will be a couple of weeks before you get it and maybe longer.  Tom sent his wife $50., Tyler $30. Dupas $35. Has Henry(?) paid up his mate.  you say that he has sold out and unless he has paid up I do not see how that he can give a warrant deed.  If he has not I want it put in a way to be collected as soon as possible.  Have your father see to it for you and pay him for his trouble.  I suppose Henry thinks that he is almost in heaven.  If so what will he think by and by.  And so “Red Hearted Racer” did get a husband at last “, bully for her.  If I was her husband please I should almost be afraid to sleep with her for fear of being “burned” but I suppose if he should catch a fire he would not have far to travel to find a spring to quench it .  And Amos and Mary Ann have done it well.  I suppose they are happy and that is sufficient.  I guess Hame___ that he will be apt to find as large a field for operations as he will want to attend to, don’t you think so.  Oh I wish I was young again so as to get married over for I like the spark.  They, Austin and Hartly will both probably join the Infantry company in the course of the next nine months.  I wonder if they think they are strong enough to endure the hardships now.  As both of them thought they were to weak to do it when I wanted them to enlist last fall.  If they don’t have a harder time than we soldiers do then I will give up on that I am no judge.  
The Rebels do not trouble us any yet.  But we cannot  tell how soon they may.  The 23th Iowa came to help us to day in case the rebels do come and the 21st and 22nd  Iowa are coming and the 3rd Iowa Cavalry and one or two Batteries.  So you see Mr. Rebel General Marmaduke won’t have so easy a time capturing the 38th as might be.  I hope he will come for I would like to see him whipped.  I know we can do it as easy as can be.  Colonel Hughes told me this evening that he thought  that we would not remain here but a few days longer.  If we were not attacked soon he thought that we would be brigaded with the other Regts and sent south.  
The boys caught a coffin  floating down the river this evening and on opening it they found a corpse of a man that had evidently been dead for sometime.  I think he was a negro although some say it was a white man.  I think the way it happened was that it was buried near the river and the banks caved in and let the coffin in. 
The stamps that you sent were all safe and for your kindness please accept my thanks. 
The boys are all well and hearty and I am too.  I will write to Don in a few days.  Give my respects to him and your mother.  I have been writing to father all the evening and now it is quite late and I must bid you good night my love and hope we may meet soon.
 Charley _____ is a great deal better.
I send you the usual amount of love and hope that it will find my pet well to receive it
Farewell sweet wife and believe me to be as ever your own true
Horace
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
03/18/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No 45

New Madrid, Mo
Mch 18-1863

My Dear Kate
	 Wednesday evening has come and I must write you a few lines although I have not received a letter from you since I wrote last and have no news of importance to tell you, unless you will consider it news to hear that we are still here and all in the land of the living.  The 23rd Iowa are still with us but under marching orders for Vicksburg.  They expected to start this morning if a boat had come along so that they could have obtained transportation.  The other Iowa Regts. that I spoke of have not come along yet.  They are also to go down the river, as a brigade.  Whether the 38” will be included is more than I know, but I hope not if they are all like the 23rd.  It is composed of the hardest set of men that I ever saw.  They go into houses and knock down the men if they object to their doing so and insult the women in every manner possible and take any and every thing they want.  
 We have to keep an extra guard in the town to prevent their destroying it, they have broken open stores and took every thing out that was of any value.  Last night they broke into one just as the guards from our Regt. got there and there  came very near being a war in stopping them from taking all the things away.  A man has just come up to camp to try and persuade Colonel Hughes to send a company of our men to protect them to night, which he has done.
Before the 23rd came the inhabitants wanted the 38th to leave so that they could have another Regt. in our place but they say now that they had much rather have us here than any one else.  the 23rd boys have went so far as to make women take the rings off from their fingers and out of their ears and give them to them.  I do not think that it is right to protect rebels property nor do I think it right to abuse women and children and if by doing the former we can protect the latter I say do it whether right or wrong.  My mother was a woman and so is the being I love: better than my own existence and I cannot help respecting women no matter whether she  be rebel or union, that is, where they respect themselves.  
Charley Werner started home day before yesterday, a captain from our Regt. was going to St.Louis and we sent Charley by him that for and then had him see to getting him on board of a boat that runs to Dubuque.  I did not send anything by him as I did not expect that he would go as soon as he did and therefore had nothing ready.  If we remain here much longer the Capt and some Lieuts are agoing to have their wives come down and make them a visit.  Mrs. Tinkham is to be one.  It would give me great pleasure to see you, but I could not bear the idea of having you come down and stay around camp and it is my opinion that no woman that thinks much of herself would want to come.  If it is necessary for my wife to take a trip I would prefer having her wait until I return and then we could go together and enjoy ourselves without being obliged to submit to the vulgar slang of a lot of soldiers who do not care any more for the feelings of a woman than they do for a dog.
The orderly Sgt. of Co. “A” had his wife come down the other day but she can not remain long for Colonel Hughes has ordered all the women to leave camp by the first of next week.  
I am still Adjutant and my chance for quitting it is not very flattering as Colonel Hughes will not listen to my en_____ to be released, when I ask him to be.  He says that I suit him well enough  and when I don’t he will let me know and that is all the satisfaction I get. 
 An old lover of Louisa Blackmans is my clerk.  His name is McDonald.  There is quite a number in Co. “E” that used to know her.  Among them a Benedict cousin to Louisa”s husband. 
 We had quite an interesting time here yesterday.  Six large steamers fixed up to patrol the river landed here all at once. They made a splendid show I wish you could have seen it.  
The weather is beautiful and as warm as May up there.  I send you a collar that I found inside of a paper that came into our office with our mail  It was a southern paper and directed to some one north.  The paper is ______ on the same as when I first saw it.  We are building barracks and could we remain here all summer we could be very comfortable. “I hope we will”. 
 Our company is in good health and spirits.  George Cook is getting better and it is thought will get well, Dupas and Tom have had their pictures taken to day. 
 Have you got all my letters, you can tell by the numbers you know.  You must begin to have quite a pile of them if you have.  No indeed you do not write to often I wish I could have a letter every day from you. 
 By the way what has Tucker done with case for marrying us,  does that old sinner of a Preacher say anything about our being illegally married now.  I wonder if he would not like to have the job of marrying us over. 
 Tyler is corporal  of the guard to day.  I do not have to stand guard while I act Adjutant.  I hear that Cotant and McCullen have dissolved partnership.  Do you know the reason of their doing so.
How does Mrs McCullen like it.  It will be rather hard for her to have to go to work  won’t it but she is no better than any one else.  I sent you a lady’s book this morning that was directed to a young lady that lives about two miles below camp.  Her folks are very wealthy and she is very proud and haughty besides being very good looking.  I took the book out to the P.O. on purpose to send to you, as she is a mean little rebel and despises all union soldiers.  She and her father were both arrested once and brought to camp for being such mean traitors, but the Colonel let them off by their giving heavy bonds that they would do better here after.
It  is almost bed time and I must bid you good night.  Give my respects to your father and mother and all inquiring friends.
You will not find this a very interesting letter but I had nothing to write and so could not do better.  With much love and many kisses I again say good night and pleasant dreams
Ever your own
Horace  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
03/24/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No. 47

Adjutants Office 38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo.
March 24, 1863

K.E. Baldwin
My Dear Wife
	Your ever welcome letter of Mch 15th reached me this evening and I must say that it has been a long time since I have had one that gave me the pleasure that it did.  I feared it had gone down the river as they sometimes do and then I should have to wait a week or two longer.  I am well pleased to hear that your health is so good and that you are enjoying yourself so well, I received a letter from father of the same date as yours, all were well and everything was going on smoothly.  Mrs. W. had to throw out a little now and then about us but he said that he thought the storm was over and that in a little while longer all would be quiet, for Mrs. W. thought of emigrating to a different country.  I presume that she thinks that if she remains in Chickasaw her chances for obtaining a husband would not be very encouraging now that Horace Baldwin is out of the market.  If she had of succeeded as she wished to, he would have been hers instead of yours or Miss T’s and all would have been right.  I never want to see her again, and so you have to  back Kate Edwards letters for her do you,  I noticed that it was your hand writing but I thought the letters were from Rich’s mother,  I don’t see but that he is as bad as I was in keeping up a correspondence with two girls.  If Kate knew how many letters that he wrote to Stella she would think her share a poor one for ever becoming his wife.  He  got me a picture this evening to send to Taylor.  We are____________________________________________________ (line cut off)
I must be careful what I tell you for you are a woman and every one says that they can not keep secrets,  I have pretty good cause for not believing it however as I have tried one and found that she could.
  I suppose that you are at  Chickasaw now- Hope you will have a good time.  I am afraid mother and I will have cause for jealousy if you and father are such good friends.  However I shant wary about it for I know she will not let father take my pet away from me.  I want you to tell me all about your visit and every word that is said and how they all looked and what they had to eat and who you saw.  I wish that I could be there with you, would not we have a pleasant time and how happy father and mother would be. Oh, I do wish I could see you all.  It seems sometimes as though I could not stay away much longer, but then I think how much my country needs my services and then I drive away all thoughts of home and resolve that I will not leave it until peace once more reigns through out our native land.  I never was away from home so long before except when father was with me,  I often think of their kindness and how little I ever dare to repay it, could I live my life over again I would do different.  I know now the value of a father’s care and mother’s love and if I am spared to return my first and only aim shall be to try and repay them the great debt I owe.  Be good to them Katie for my sake and perhaps that will help to atone for the many wrongs that I have done them, and with your  own be the same for you will never know their worth until you are separated from them and all else that you love.  You say that you did not understand what I said about coming home, well it is this,  I do not think that I can come this spring or summer but next fall I will try and get leave of absence to come and make you_____________________________________________ (line cut off)
know a soldier cannot go every time that he wishes.  I knew Katie Jackson to well before I married her to believe anything I hear, and if people will talk about me you must not let it worry you.  There is no one that would accuse me of doing wrong were I there to defend myself and if there is any one mean enough to do it while I am away you may rest assured that they do it on purpose to hurt your feelings. 
 I am glad to hear that your father done as he did with the Herald.  Although I never believed him to be any thing but a firm Union man, and his cause last fall in helping the soldiers off and finally sending that traitor sheet back to its traitor editor shows how correct I was in my belief.  Tell him that no opportunity has presented itself where I could get him a position that would pay him for leaving home, should anything come around I will try and get it for him and let him know at once,
Our Quartermaster sent in his resignation and I thought that I could secure your father the place but Government would not accept the resignation and so I could not do any thing, 
Company “C” is as well as usual and enjoying themselves same.  We have easy times there being no rebels near and so of course have nothing to do; and so you could not get my picture to speak.  Well I will talk for it when I come home and make up all lost time. 
 You don’t say any thing about what Henry Shoemaker done towards paying his note.  I want that settled this spring and it is arranged as I wrote before, 
 You will perceive that there is some grease spots on this paper.  The way I done it was by taking hold of the candle and putting my hand down without washing. 
 But I have written all that I can this time and so will bid you good night, with the hope that my pet is well as when she wrote last and that we shall soon be reunited to part no more.
_____________ (line cut off)
Horace

I notice that you spell “Infantry” with two f’s on the back of your letters, leave one of them out and see how much better it looks.  The stamps came all right.  You need not send any more at present, as I sent up to Cairo by Charley Foster and got a dollars worth and with what I have received from you I think I shall not want any more soon
H

I would copy this letter over if I had time but I have not and so you must excuse the grease and mistakes
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
03/28/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No 48

Camp 38” Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo.
March 28-1863

Dear Kate
	I intended to have written to you last night but I could not do so without preventing others from doing so to their  friends and so I concluded to wait until to night and by doing so have missed the chance of sending it up the river for a day or two.  I have not received one from you since I wrote last although I should have two.  I presume they will come down on the mail boat “Graham” that is due tomorrow.  If I get your letters regularly I am contented but to have to wait as I do sometimes makes me get out of patience.  There is no news of importance in camp.  There was another death in the Regt. yesterday.  The man belonged to Co. “I” . He had been sick for sometime and his constitution had been used up by the use of liquor before he came to war and the result was that the Doctors could not save him.  He was buried to day with military honors.  It makes me feel down hearted to hear of a death in the Regt. for it seems almost as though it was a friend although I may not known the person and I know then is another sacrifice of life for the love of country and another heart  ______ left desolate and perhaps some parent, wife and children or sister left dependent upon the cold charities of the world for support. 
 Our Regt. passed some resolutions this evening that will be sent to the courier for publication, and if they don’t cause a stir among the copper headed traitors of the north then may it be said that they are callused to all feeling or respect for themselves.  There was not a dissenting voice in the whole Regt. and could such men as Haslan (?), Vanauken (?) and a few more of the same sort around New Hampton witnessed the enthusiasm with which they were adopted they surely would have galled with fear.  It would not be well  for one of them to utter as treasonable language as I have heard them do in the presence of a member of our Regt.  We consider southern traitors gentlemen in comparison with those of the north.  Had it not have been for the northern traitors the war should have been ended ere this.  As the south would not have held out so long had they not supposed that there would be civil war in the north, and that we would have to return to subdue that and leave them in the quiet possession of what they claim. 
 I have not heard anything from down the river lately.  The last was has been the story for the last two months.  Something about new passes and how easy they could take Vicksburg all of which helps to pass off the time and allow the rebels to complete their works of defense I have about come to the conclusion that if we ever get Vicksburg it will not be by “Strategy” alone but that there must be some hard fighting.  
The Rebels still keep at a respectful distance and dare not trust themselves where there is any danger of an Iowa boy going.  Some twenty or thirty of our Regt. went out on horse back to make a scout yesterday and have not returned.  I do not think they can find any rebels this side of the swamp and that it will result the same as the same thing has done before.  I don’t believe you can read this letter and if you can I guess it will puzzle you to know what is meant. 
My head aches and the stove smokes and my boots hurt my feet and I am cold and Charley Paster (?) shakes the table and I have nothing to write and the fact is I am not in writing humor and I think I had better close until I am.
You must not scold for I have written twice before this week and that is more than many have done.  I send you a little leash(?) flag as that you can see the difference between our Dear Old Stars and Stripes and the one the traitors would like to see in their place.  I also enclose some  peach blossoms the first I ever saw. 
The health of the New Hampton boys is usually good.  Roby and Cole are still complaining for the purpose of getting discharged, but so far are unsuccessful.  I must close for the smoke is almost suffocating me.  I will write again tomorrow if I get your letters and will try and write a better one.
Good night love and pleasant dreams
Ever Your  
Horace

Sunday morning has come and a cold morning it is all are well.  No mail yet.  I forgot to say that Tinkham is as good as pie to me, but I never will trust his friendship again,
Adieu Kate Dear
H.

Mrs.Tinkham is not coming down to see Tinkham.  I do not know the reason why


There was another letter written to Kate signed by C.E. S . He mentioned his wife Orisa.  I looked in the marriage records of Chickasaw County and found: Charles  E. Saylor 31 married Orisa A. Bordwell 18 on Sept. 16,1860 . I assume this is the correct couple.  Letter follows:
New Madrid Mo.
Sunday  ____ 15th 1863

Dear Niece,
	I write you a few lines not in the way of an appology for I have written you twice and this little tidbit that I receive with your loving husband letter this day.  I thank you for it their is not any thing of interest to write at this time it is all quiet in the camp at this time the boys are in very good health their is several in the hospital they are getting along very well Mr Cotant is laying by my side sick with the lung fever  poor Billy I am sorry for him my health is first rate since I left the hospital- Katie you say you are going to school you try and learn as fast as you can for education is very nice for a person to have- it seems as if you dont visit with my Orisa it appears she dont run around much I am glad of that but I thought that you and Orisa would have a nice time this winter visiting you try and go and see her wont you Mrs. Katie excuse me I came very near making a mistake you have her come and see you this is short you write again and I will to the best I can ____ time write longer letters and send them often and I will do the same my respects to all your truly
C. E. S.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
03/30/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 49

Camp 38” Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo.
Mch 30-1863

Mrs Horace C. Baldwin
	Well Kate I must write you a few lines to night or else I fear there  will be a young lady at New Hampton around with wet eyes and frowning countenance some day, all caused by her not getting a letter from her husband.  Your welcome favor of the18” just reached me this morning and glad enough was I to get it for more than a week had gone by  without my getting one and I tell you that it seemed much nearer a month.  I also received a letter from Em bearing the same date as yours and have already written an answer.  You must not be jealous and think that I love her more than you because I answer her letters first for such is not the case.  I had received one from her some two weeks ago and forgot but what that I had answered it until yesterday when am looking over my old letters I  found that I had not and for that reason I wrote to her first, I asked her in the last  before this what it was about your dress that did not suit her taste but she refuses to tell, be careful to have every thing neat when you go again Katie so that she can have no cause for complaint, If you can please her you never need have any fear but what that you can please any one else.  I had thought all along that you were there and had pictured to myself how you were enjoying yourself, but I suppose ____ make no difference about it for you will have the same chance so when you do go, I am in hopes the time is not far distant when I can be there with you and then won’t we be happy.  You must not let my absence make you down hearted but to the contrary keep in good spirits and hope for the best and all will yet be well.
The hardships and privations that I now under go will only serve to bind my heart still closer to you and teach me the worth of your love and to appreciate the comforts of a home.  I was not aware that you doubted my love when I returned from Dubuque last winter.  The kind reception that I met with at your hands and your tender care of my eyes I thought were enough to surely make me think that you loved me and that I returned that love.  It is a hard matter for me to write- a good or long letter now for the news is very scarce in New Madrid.  I know that you will be satisfied with a short letter but I had much rather send a good long one.  If I did not write so often perhaps I might do better, which shall I do write once a week and have long ones or twice or three times a week and have short ones.  Most of the men do not write but once a week, nor do they get letters any oftener than that.
 As near as I can find out the people in Mrs Tinkhams neighborhood do not agree with her very well.  Tinkham has been talking to day of trying to get a furlough long enough to go home and see to things. 
 That party that I mentioned in my last letter who were out on a scout returned yesterday with four prisoners among them one Lieutenant.  They belong to a band of Guerrillas and should they meet with the justice their conduct merits they would all be  hung- without judge or jury.  I am still acting Adjutant.
 It will be doubtful about George  Foreman getting discharged now.  Bill Cole is to be discharged tomorrow I hardly know whether Roby will be or not.  The boys from New Hampton are all well. 
 Before this reaches you probably another one of our company will be no more.  It is Cook of Bremer County.  The one that has been in the hospital so long.  The doctors say there is no hope for him.
The stamps that you sent came all right and for them please accept my thanks. 
 I must say that the war news is not very encouraging at present for a speedy close, yet I hope there may be a change soon for better.  You remember the adage that says that it is always the darkest just before day.  It is now almost eleven o’clock and I am getting sleepy and will have to close with much love and a host of kisses, I bid you good night. I wish I could be with you day after tomorrow to April Fool you as nice as I did two years ago.
Affectionately Good Boy
Horace

I send you a verse of poetry that reminds me of times gone by. Perhaps you may remember them too
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


















