
GRAVES, ETHEL 
 
Birth 

 

 February 12, 1886 in  

Polk Co., Iowa 
 

Death 

 

 October 25, 1935 
 Clarinda, Page Co., Iowa 

 

Cause of Death 

 
 Exhaustion from psychosis with syphilitic meningo encephalitis (General Paresis) 

 

Certificate of Death 

Page Co., Iowa 
#1724 

Ethel Johnson 

 

Residence: 714 West 7th St., Des Moines, Iowa 
Place of death: Nodaway Twp., Page Co, Iowa at Clarinda State Hospital, Clarinda, Iowa 

Length of last residence in city where death occurred: 2 years 2 months 19 days (less 45 days on 

parole. 

Date of birth: February 12, 1886 in Iowa 
Date of death: October 25, 1935 at Clarinda 

Age: 49yr 8mo 13da 

Cause of death: Exhaustion from psychosis with syphilitic meningo-encephalitis (General 

Paresis) 
Widow 

Father: Harry Graves, born in Iowa 

Mother: Elizabeth Defebbough, born in Pennsylvania 

Informer: Dr. R. D. Smith, Superintendent, Clarinda State Hospital 
Place of burial: Orilla, Iowa on October 28, 1935 

Funeral director: McDermott Funeral Home, Des Moines, Iowa 

Physician: R. D. Smith, Clarinda, Iowa 

 
Cemetery Lot 

 

 Buried on Lot 92 

 Lot was purchased by Harvey Graves on January 2, 1899 
 

Father 

  

Harvey Graves 



 

Mother 
 

 Mary L. Difenbaugh 

 

Marriage 
 

Return of marriage in Polk Co., Iowa for the year ending December 31, 1901 

 

Herbert Johnson 
Age: 25 

Place of birth: Des Moines, Iowa 

Occupation: Musician 

1st marriage 
Father: Otto Johnson 

Mother: Carrie Hedman 

 

Married: August 5, 1901 in Des Moines, Iowa 
 

Ethel M. Graves 

Age 20 

Place of birth: Valley Junction, Iowa 
1st marriage 

Father: Henry Graves; believe this is Harvey 

Mother: Mary 

No witnesses 
Married by Justice of Peace:F. E. Duncan 

 

Census 

 
1895 – South Des Moines, Polk Co., IA; 1st Ward; Page 10; Roll 87 

Family #51 

 Graves, Harvey  42     Madison Co., IA 

  Mary L.  37     PA 
  Marion D.  15     Polk Co., IA 

  Lola G.  11     Polk Co., IA 

  Ethel V.  05     Polk Co., IA 

  Olive H.  03     Polk Co., IA 
  Blanche  02     Polk Co., IA 

 Dayton, Mary G.  55 Housekeeper   Canada 

  Minnie B.  21 Keep House   Dallas Co., IA  

  John I.   20 Farmer    Dallas Co., IA 
  Henry   14     Dallas Co., IA 

 

1900 – Des Moines Twp., Polk Co., IA; ED 66; Page 7; June 8, 1900 

Valley Junction Road 



Dwelling 123; Family 130 

 Graves, Harvey  47 Born August 1852 – farmer IA NC NC 
      Married 16 years 

  Mary   45 5 children; 5 living  PA NC NC 

      Born January 1855 

  Marian D.  20     IA IA PA 
      Born March 1880 

  Lola   16     IA IA PA 

      Born March 1884 

  Ethel   14     IA IA PA 
      Born February 1886 

  Olive   08     IA IA PA 

      Born October 1891 

  Blanche  05     IA IA PA 
      Born February 1893 

 

1905 – Des Moines, IA; Ward 1; Line 118; Post Office, RFD 2; Roll IA_105 

 Graves, Ethel 
 

1910 – Des Moines, Bloomfield Twp., Polk Co., Iowa; ED91; Page 2A; April 22, 1910 

Dwelling 22; Family 24 

 Graves, Harvey  57 farmer    IA NC NC 
  Ethel  dau 22     IA IA PA 

  Olive  dau 18     IA IA PA 

  Blanch  dau 16     IA IA PA 

 Petersen, Ernst 24 farm hired hand  SWED SWED SWED 
 The transcriber read Harvey's last name as Traver or Graver.  It looks like Graves to me 

 

1915 – Ward 1, Des Moines, Polk Co., Iowa; Post Office, 723 W. 19th 

Card #2675 
 Johnson, Ethel   30 Stenographer   IA        IN          IA 

 

 

1920 – Des Moines Ward 3, Polk Co., Iowa; ED112; Page 1B; January 2, 1920 
714 7th St., 

Dwelling 9; Family 29 

 

 Graves, Blanche I.  26 Divorced; Keeper  IA IA PA  
  Ethel M.  32 Sister; Divorced;   IA IA PA 

 There was eight lodgers living at that address 

   

1925 – Des Moines Ward 4, Polk Co., Iowa; Line 42 
 Graves, Blanch head 30 Single    IA         IA         PA 

      Father, Harvey Graves, born in Iowa 

      Mother, Mary Defebaugh, born in Pennsylvania 

      Harry and Mary were married in Iowa 



 Graves, Ethel  sister 36 Widow    IA         IA         PA 

      Father, Harvey Graves, born in Iowa 
      Mother, Mary Defebaugh, born in Pennsylvania 

 

1930 –  

 


