
DURHAM, HAZEL IRENE 
 
Birth 

 

 September 22, 1913 in Valley  

Junction, Polk Co., Iowa 
 

Her birth and christening record gives 

Her birthplace as being in Boone  

Twp., Iowa 
 

Death 

 

 May 22, 1995 at Mercy Medical  
Center, Des Moines, Polk Co., Iowa 

 

Cause of Death 

 
 Lung clot 

 

Cemetery Lot 

 
 Buried on N ½ Lot 21 

 N ½ Lot 21 was purchased by John Nelson on May 7, 1932 

 

Maiden Name 
 

 Nelson 

 

Father 
 

 John Edward Nelson, Sr. 

 

Mother 
 

 Viola Eva Beaman 

 

Marriage 
 

 Hazel Nelson to Andrew "Andy" Gray Durham on December 27, 1932 

 

Return of Marriage to Clerk of District Court 
77-005713 

Number: 197 

Andrew G. Durham 

Residence: Cumming, Iowa 



Occupation: Farmer 

Age: 28 
Place of birth: Kirksville, Missouri 

Father: Samuel Durham 

Mother: Belle Wheeler 

1st marriage 
 

Married 

December 27, 1932 

Des Moines, Iowa 
 

Hazel I. Nelson 

Residence: Cumming, Iowa 

Age: 20 
Place of birth: Valley Junction, Iowa 

Father: John Nelson 

Mother: Viola Beaman 

1st marriage 
Witnesses: Fred L. Gruener and Earl Jones 

Married by Judge: Joseph E. Meyer 

 

Census 
 

1915 – 

 

1920 – Boone Twp., Dallas Co., IA; ED 5; Page 5A; January 15, 1920 
Dwelling 84; Family 84 

 Nelson, John E.  45 farmer    IA SWED SWED 

  Viola   34     IA IA IA 

  John   12     IA IA IA 
  Mable   10     IA IA IA 

  Hazel   06     IA IA IA 

 

1925 – Bloomfield Twp., Polk Co., IA; Book 48 
 Nelson, John   49     IA 

      Father was J. E. Nelson, born in Sweden 

      No mother given 

      Parents were married in Sweden 
  Viola   39     SD 

      Father was Hoit Beaman, born in SD, age 65 

      Mother was Anna Freeman, born in SD 

      Hoit and Anna were married I SD 
  Mable   15     IA 

      Father was John Nelson, born in IA 

      Mother was Viola Nelson born in SD 

      John and Viola were married in IA 



  Hazel   11     IA 

      Father was John Nelson, born in IA 
      Mother was Viola Nelson born in SD 

  ED   17     IA 

      Father was John Nelson, born in IA 

      Mother was Viola Nelson born in SD 
 Nelson, Carl brother  46     IA 

      Father was J. E. Nelson, born in Sweden 

      No mother given 

 
1930 – Bloomfield Twp., Polk Co., IA; ED 77-95; Page 1A; April 2, 1930 

Dwelling 6; Family 6 

 Nelson, John E.  54 Farmer    IA  Sweden  Swed 

  Viola E.  44     IA IA IA 
  Mable M.  20     IA IA IA 

  Hazel J.  16     IA IA IA 

 

1940 –  
  

Obituary 

 

[The Des Moines Register, Tuesday, May 23, 1995, Page 7M] 
 

 Hazel Durham, 81, of Indianola died of a lung clot Monday at Mercy Medical Center in 

Des Moines.  Services will be at 10 a.m. Wednesday at Peterson’s Funeral Home in Indianola, 

with burial in Pleasant Ridge Cemetery in Orilla. 
 Mrs. Durham was born in Valley Junction and lived in the Warren County area most of 

her life.  She was a farmer and homemaker. 

 Among survivors is a sister, Mabel Janes of Des Moines. 

 Friends may call after 3 p.m. today, where the family will be present from 6 to 8 p.m. 
 


