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Barly in May, 1876, His Excellency, Samvern J. Kirwoorn,
Governer of Towa, issued his Proclamation, requesting each County in the
State to comply with the recommendation of Congress for a Centennial
History by Counties and Townships.

In response to the Governor's Proclamation, the citizens of Jefferson
County met at the Court-House in Faivfield on the 26th day of May, 1876,
and selected the following citizens as a Committee to procure the publica-
tion of such a History of Jefferson County: S. M. Borive, C. W Szicre
I. D. Jonss, W. W. Joxgix, Ceas. Nraus, O. H. Frercier and J. F. Winsox.

The Committee, so appointed, held a meeting on the same day, and se-
lected 8. M. Boring as its Chairman.

On Monday, June 5th, the Committes waited upon the Board of Super-
visors ‘for aid to secure the publication of the History. The Board, by
resolution, appropriated three hundred dollars for that purpose.

At a subsequent meeting of the Committee, Major Cras. H. Frurcusg,
one of the Committee, was selected as County Historian.

BOARD OF SUPBERVISORS ;
J. H. Aznevprgr, Chairman, Twomas Porrook, and Hexry B. MircHeLL.
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JEFFERSON COUNTY.

The County of Jefferson is situated in the southeastern part
of Towa, its castern boundary line being thirty-six miles west of
the Mississippi river, and its sonthern boundary line twenty miles
north of the southern boundary line of the State. It is bounded
on the north by Keokuk and Washington counties; on the east by
Henry; on the south by Van Buren, and on the west by Wapello
county. Its breadth from east to west is twenty-four miles, and
from north to south eighteen miles, containing 432 square miles,
or 276,480 acres of land.

The county is divided into twelve civil and congressional town-
ships, to wit: Round Prairie, 71, Range 8 west; Lockridge, 72,
Range 8 west; Walnut, 73, Range 8 west; Cedar, 71, Range 9
west; Buchanan, 72, Range 9 west; Penn, 73, Range 9 west;
Liberty, 71, Range 10 west; Fairfield, 72, Range 10 west; Black
Hawk, 73, Range 10 west; Des Moines, V1, Range 11 west;
Locust Grove, 72, Range 11 west; Polk, 73, Range 11 west. The
name refers to the civil, and the number to the congressional
designation. The congressional townships are of equal size, and
contain 36 square miles each. The civil townships are of equal
size, except Fairfield and Liberty—Fairfield containing all of town.
ship 72, Range 10 west, and so much of township 71, Range 10
west, as lies north of Cedar creek; Liberty all of township 71,
Range 10 west, lying south of Cedar creek.

The lands of Jefferson county ate known as first, second and
third purchase lands, the first purchase extending to and including
all of Walnut, Tockridge, Round Prairie and part of Buchanan
and Cedar townships; the second, Black Hawk, Fairfield and
Liberty, and a part of Des Moines townships, and the last the
romainder of the county and fterritory west, The purchase rofors
to the acquigition by the U, 8, Government of the territory from
the Indinn,
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In the winter of 1837 the Legislature of Wisconsin passed an
act creating Henry county; prior to this the lands of Jefferson
county were included in what was Des Moines county. In Jan-
uary, 1839, the county of Jefferson was created out of lands west
of Henry county, and east of the Indian boundary line. Under
succeeding land purchases the county was extended to its present
limits. The new Territory of Towa had been organized, and the
present county of Jefferson was ereated by the Towa Legislature.
The act designated Joshua Owens of Lee, Samuel Hutton of Henry,
and Roger N. Cressup of Van Buren county, commissioners to
locate the county seat. The Boara discharged their duty in March,
1839. The commissioners met in Lockridge, a point about seven
miles east of Fairfield. At this meeting John A. Pitzer was ap-
pointed clerk to the Board. It was first supposed that Lockridge
would be selected as the county seat, but the commissioners wisely
chose the present site of Fairfield, it proving to be near the geo-
graphical centre of the county, as now organized. The next Board
was elected on the first Monday of April, 1839, and held their
first meeting on the 8th day of April, 1839—John J. Smith, Daniel
Sears and Beunj. F. Chastain composing the Board. At the same
election John W. Sullivan was elected Treasurer; James L. Scott
Sheriff; John A. Pitzer, Clerk, and Wm. Bonnifield, Survey-
or. The lands were not yet surveyed, and the survey and
transier was not completed until May 13, 1842, when Bzekiel
Gilbam, Daniel Sears and Barraca S. Dunn, were chosen Trustees
for the purpose of transfer.

The first white person known to have visited the county with
the intention of settling’ was John Huff, who came in the early
spring of 1835. He was accompanied by Levi Johnson, a boy 12
years old, whose mother lived in Henry county, a little east of Mt.
Pleasant. In Jauwary, 1836, Huff again visited the land, but
was soon starved out. In June, 1836, he once more determined to
secure a home in the beautiful country, and with him brought a wife.

James Landman, had settled on the east & of the sw 1 of

Section 7, of what is now Round Prairie township. The property
.18 now owned and occupied by William Case, Esq. Here the first

house in the county was built, in 1836, In June, 1836, John Huff
and wife, Alfred Wright and family, W. G. Coop and family, David

Coop, Isaac Blakely, and Samuel 8. Walker and family arrived.—
Later in the season Iarmon J. Aikes, George Stout and Joseph M.

Parker arrived.  Samuel T. Harris moved into the county, north of

Landman, some time in May or June, and settled in what is now
Logkridge township,
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Isaac Blakely aud Nellie Landman were the first couple mar-
vied, in the spring of 1837, getting their license at Burlington,
Rev. Bradley performing the ceremony. In 1839 Jefferson county
was issuing licenses. Harmon J. Aikes and Martha Frost secured
the first license from the Clerk of Jefferson county, March 14,
1839, and were married the same day. The Blakelys, !‘éaring
their marriage by Rev. Bradley was not legal, procured a license
four days after Aikes, and were a second time married by Rev.
Benj. F. Chastain. The Aikes’ and Blakelys were fearful lest
there might be sowe defect in the marriages, and uot uitil a special
act of the Legislature, legalizing all marriages, was passed, did
they feel secure.

In the fall of 1836 Cyrus Walker appears, as the first twhiTe.

child born in the county, a son of Samuel Scott Walker.

Rev. Samuel Hutton preached the first serwon in the fall of

1836, at the house of James Landmaun, the first settler—a {itting
place and manner for the dedication of the new county and people
to morality and christianity.

Ool. W. G. Coop laid out the town of Lockridge, in Section 30
of Lockridge township, and established the first store and town in
the county, in the spring of 1837. :

Flour was almost unknown to the settlers in 1856 and 1837,
and even corn meal was hard to get. The nearest mill was located
in Schuyler county, Illinois, a distance of one hundred miles from
the settlement. Then it was called Rall’s Mills, now Brooklyn.—
Joseph M. Parker was selected as mill boy for the whole county,
and with an ox team made the journey to and from the mills some
two or three times, occupying about twenty-nine days to the trip.

Disease and death followed the pioneers, and carly in 1837 a
child of Alfred Wright, Bsq., died. Soon after, David Coop, first
settler of what is now Buchanan township, died on his claim.

In 1838, Henry Rowe, having hecome a settler, erected a
horse-power mill to grind grain, which was the first mill built in
the county. The customner was required to furnish his own power
and pay a small toll for the use of the mill.  Tn 1840 John Troxell
built a mill on Cedar creek, near the present Chicago & Southwest-
ern Railroad bridge over that stream, and where the mill now
known as Read’s mill stands. ‘

Dr. William Stevenson was the first physician who praeticed
among the settlers, making his visits as early as 1839, He resided
in Mt. Pleasant. It remained for Dr. J. T. "I\’l’ubm'ly to bear off the
honor of becoming the first resident physician, in 1839,

Col. Sumuel Shuflloton sought out the town of Fairfield in the
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summer of 1839, coming over the country alone and on foot ; reach-
ing Fairfield, he commenced the practice of law.

The first election was held on the first Monday in April, 1839.
Frederick Lyon was Sheriff by appoiutment until the election of
James L. Scott.

The first vourt was held August, 1839, Hon. Joseph Williams

presiding.  The Judge reached the town on horseback, having
ridden from Bloomington, (now Muscatine,) a distauce of one hun-
dred miles, unattended. The court, by its first order, established
the eagle side of the silver dime as its official seal. The attendant
attorneys were Van Allen, Buckland, Teas, Olney and Shuffleton.
tyrus Oloey was the Prosecuting Attorney. The first case before
this court was Hosea Tall vs. Isaac Bush. Damages. Verdiet,
%5 for plaintiff. The first suit brought in the county was before
Daniel Sears, J. P, Round Prairie township, brought by Joseph M.
Parker against Bzekiel Kirk. Nuisance:

The first hotel was kept by Thomas Dickey, in 1839. Dickey
was the first Postmaster of Fairfield. Dickey's house was a one
story log buildiug, with but one room, 10x12 feet square, and in
one end of this room the M. B. Church of Rairfield was or-
ganized, March 22, 1840. [t has heen heretofore stated in print
that Thomas Dickey was a coarse, irreligions character. The only
surviving member of the organization, Mrs. J. W. Culbertson, gives
Mr. Dickey a record for being a good kind of a man, having a kind
heart and generous impulses hidden beneath a rough exterior.

The first jail was built on a lot nearly opposite the present
Presbyterian Chareh of Fairfield, was a log structure of double
thickness, 18x21 leet square, built 1839.

The first Court-house stood on the southwest corner of the
Square, on lot'No. 8. block 14, old plat of city.

"Thomas Johnson opened and taught the first school in the
county, in Round Prairie township, in the spring of 1838.

The first school-house was built in 1838, in Round Prairie
township, on the se 1 of Sec. T.

The first coal found and sold in the county was near Whit-
field, on Cedar creek, in 1842, by Job Clinkenbeard ; however, the
settlers of Round Prairie township discovered coal before that date.

The first Judge of the District Court, Joseph Williams, has been
succeeded by Charles Mason, Cyrus Olney, J. C. Knapp, Wm. H.
Seevers, Caleb Baldwin, H. B. flendershott, Wm. M. Stone, Wm.
Loughridge, 1. 8. Sampsoun and H. 8. Winslow, and the Cireuit
Court L. O, Blanchard.

OF thowe, Josoph Williams, Caleb Baldwin and Wm, . See-
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vers have served on the Suprn ‘
v _ preme Bench. Charles Mas
}ilz}l:dftk()}e office of Commissioner of Patents; W:. 1\& eqSt(l:izbgl?ehdfb
OJoh(;V?;n%r- of Towa, and E. 8. Sampson member of Cénoregq_
s . Pitzer, was the first Clerk of the District Cour’? a’nLd.
L ;‘U Succﬁgdgd by John W. Culbertson, Sawyer Robinson, D
. Fvans, Robert F. Ratcli raiye 4 son, Da-
and M. S Crawford. olift, William Long, George H. Case
il Aiﬁfdi‘ggg L}"‘;U filled the office of Sheriff by appointment un-
succeeded | f o James L. Scott was elected. He has been
e Ohi[c))ﬁ( z}me‘\s T. Hardin, John Shields, Samuel 8. Wnlk‘e'l.
F. R(;bk» Ja(znc,s Tkg ngg, IGeorge Shriner, James A. Galliher J‘
; , James A. Cunniogham, Jacob S. Gantz Ja h
and James M. Hughes. gham, Jacob 8. Gautz, James 8. Beck
The following pers
7 : g persons composed the fivst grand jury: Hen
:"Zmbh?;he'r?; ;Uhn Gillam, Wi, Vinsen, W, éPrecisé3 jf"(])}'m lgr?;l_
siah’Ie.Se}}) : h_g}gmbottom William Huestou,, Da\'id,Gon{ 7;_
Tume; C,hnOPm OI ;nasons, _DaVId Peebler, Johy Miller, JODél’ti;al;
e I:‘is(b l‘/s : oleman, James Landman, Henry McCauley, Fred-
l;an‘ B i s Gilmer, Archer Grau, Aiden N(yrd‘flu_: Rod
lennlﬁelqh”OMtha"‘ Dyer and Enos Elmaker )
e hlelféla”ﬂ} Jury retired to a strip of timber north of Fairfie
alf'a mile, to deliberate Rirfells
The following : :
owing persons were the first petit juror :
Jones o S : st petit jurors: Toilis
B(:;;?;, [Ab.mh;;n Louden, [saaj,t Blakely, Is;ga}é Whgmkep F;?Vl‘h“)‘
Tawa : -(S‘adc W anllzg7 John Vinsen, Geo. C. Parker Ch};r'i:)q }; r;
.l'ohily,W)e(}'oh.r.x;rlmy?ifj-J(,)hn Bastepp, David Eller, ’John jR:eaO‘gl'ﬂ
B nd Alfed {wwhaelspeemer' Betjamin Mount, Greenup
| & ..( % ed Aigen, amue] B‘IOO" raQ ¢ a /_, e
Sherif ; Sl e was appointe o
Al]unlf, and ‘\'.Vllhbh C. Stone and Abner Mitchell PEJ % l(:d.-Dmey
exander Kirk, Crier. » Lonstables, and
Tl o !
< \]N{:gl:n{)Bgnmﬁeld, the first Surveyor, has been succeeded by
Tagobs, Joh: .QL witzer, 8. Whitmore, Robt. H. Greenland, Samu )1
0bs, John Snook, A. R. Fulton, H. R. Skinper, A, R Fultoe
e e N n

* and Isaac H. Cramly.

J Sullive i B
o (}\V,.QS,‘]]T“}&D’} th’e first Treasurer, has been succeeded by
i - >t B .l\[gberly, J. Ratliff, Greenup Smith, Jesse
e .) l,’ ‘n.'sop Ford, Samuel II. Bradley, H. P. Warren’ TU’BC
o ‘ L, Nw ert Brown, Joseph A. McKemey, Geo. W. P {B0ast,
m, . Iu()lf(‘, L. P. \'ance, Ira (. Rhodes ~1'111'i T P V‘ Kkl
James Saunders the first b %S e
W. Y‘. MeGaw, and Auson ford
dated with fhat of Treasurer,
ng the dution of Recorder:

Recorder, has been succeeded by
d. ll.l IHI')_l the offico was congoli-
‘llm [ollowing Treasurers perform-
Snmuel L Bradloy, 11 ', Warron,
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T. B. Shamp, Robert Brown, Jos. A. McKemey and Geo W.
Pancoast. Since the separation of the office from that of the
Treasurer in 1865, Samuel H. Bradley, Geo. H. Qase, D. B. Miller,
H. C. Rock and J. A. Montgomery.

The County Assessors were R. B. Allender and David J.
Kvans. In 1851 the system was changed aud Township Asses-
sors elected.

In 1851 Charles Kyle was elected county road supervisor,
but this office was abolished in about two years, and the present
system of district supervisors established.”

During the continuance of county commissioners, Joha J.
Smith, Danl. Sears, B. ¥. Chastain, Wm. Hueston, Henry B. Not-
son, Robert Browu, izekiel J. Gilham, B. 8. Dunn, Thomas Mit-
chell, Smith Ball, William A. Hendricks, Wm. Brown, A. L. Con-
nable. W, Judd, Daniel Mendenhall, George Hannewalt and
Jates H. Turner were members of the Board. The Board was
abolished in 1851,

John A. Pitzer, Samuel Shofileton, James 7. Hardin, John

Shields and Samuel H, Bradley successively served as clerk to the
Board.
Tn 1851 Henry B, Notson was elocted Probate Judge ; he
was succeeded by Charles Negus and Barnet Ristine. Office dis-
continued.

The County
Samuel 1. Bradley, Wm. K. Alexander and Thomas

The Board of Supervisors was then established. - J. H. Allen-
der, M. W. Forrest, W. T. Burgess, Thomas Pollock, R. T. Gilmer
aud H. B. Mitchell having served on this Board.

Judges were Moses Black, Thos. McCulloch,
Morgan.

The office of County Auditor was also established. Thomas -

Morgan, D. B. Miller and 8. M. Boling having filled the office.

“The office of school fund Commissioner existed from 1847 to
1857. Robert Brown, F. M. Allen, W. C. Jones and W. K. Alex-
ander serving successively in that capacity.

The system of County Superintendent of Schools being adop-
ted, the office has been filled by Reed Wilkinson, Robert S. Hughes,
S. V. Sampson, David Heron, J. N. Hdwards, W. H. McCrackin,
T, A. Robh and McKenney Robinson.

. Qyrus Olney was the first prosecuting attorney ; he was suc-
ceeded by George Acheson, Ezra Drown, Caleb Baldwin, Samuel
Olinton and Charles Negus, county prosecutors ; George D. Woodin,
. S. Winslow, M. A. McCoid, S.G. Smith and G. W. Lafferty,

district prosecutors. :

Jefferson connty has been represented in the State Senate by

. O F
W O Brown, W, 2. Qulbertson,
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: [}
&7:}1 1(\‘2 ({3{(;(;}31, J.I:{n.’e'l;e?, Vfé%bel't Brown, John Howell, John Park
S M iy s . Wils [ :
L e M(;C()id_bon, J. M. S’haﬁer, D. P. Stabbs, A.
(“I.ntthe House\of' Representatives by Alexander Wilson, Richard
‘];:'l‘m? 0, =———— Stansberry, J. W. Culbertson, R. R. Har ’er J };
,Wl.]nli', S. Whitmore, J. R. Bailey. W. H, Lyous, Geor 'epW,e . d‘
a 1Dlalg .Eaker,“,]f&.ndrew Collins, Thos. McCalloch Chztgx'ies N}Zm:)s,
. D. Gibson, W. J. Rodgers, H. B. Mitchell. J. Wams Gto.
F)hen{sqn, Edmun'd Meauium, W, Bicksz'ci,Jb.XEmil(?g?e R]';bt?”'
\)N;t:}](ke:’%:VFW\Vllson, Thomas Moorman, Mathew élark’ Pgilﬁlel:
Joim ePrI, ]‘.J ./Cottle,1 A. R. Pierce, Owen Bromley, Geo ,C Fr
Jobn Hayden, A. R. Fulton, William Hopkitk, Joseph Ball. Ba.
\\‘afnd Compbell, Jr,, and W. L. 8. Simmons, Sl
ﬁpl.dn 1%%'21]?116 %aml Office was removed from Burlington to Fair-
W”o. I«I‘mm {,‘oss., Arthur Bridgeman, Bernhart Henn., George
; 1.?11,' rancis Springer and James Thompson were I%;evis" *g'(:
and . ohn Hawkins, V. P, Van Antwerp, W, H. Wall: a0 W
Culbertson were Receivers. L e
In 1844, Robert Brown. Sa "hi
L s » damuel Whitmore, .J, L. Marry. Hardi
Butler and S. S. Ross were clected dclevates, to tzhle.;w}!i‘]xz(: {'I(iigtlin

oo}

:;:(t‘u,))x(n(l;lplconx7elzlfiori.84(’1’he constitution submitted was rejected by
' people, and 1n 6 a second conventiot S e
L e nvention was called. W G
and . ». hoss were sent as delecates, J: 7. Wi was
e o Ro lelegates. James F. Wilson was
ullf)ht‘n a delegate to the convention of 1856, for the re on.il i
the constitution. , Y
it zons of the o
p\i””“]” l()llr:{/lonts o; tIhe county have represented the First Conores-
B | .591;. of ITowa n the United States Conm-ess——BenThq‘rt
5 V\Vi]q:)n')i-:{ :17151 ;):Lgtzh (/O)ngress, from [851 to 1%56 and I‘i[[;t;g
) § 1 57th, 38 3¢ i vam 1869 1
4 , 38th, 39th and 10th Congress, from 1862 to
’l‘ll R \ o & z 2 » :
g0 ;a ({‘lll(é}]?lf{j“CO]l%nt}!. h\a}s been filled since 1865 by J. B Simp
y My YL Dpalier, v, WM L 1 9 3 ; s ]
. obr, T. D. Evans, F. T. Humphreys, T.
’
I'he resident e
g s Y . - v 7 1 3
BBREN 010 Sannubl S, Oysse Orney. ThrSouization of the
Qo Samu ton, Uyrus Olney, Thomas H. Gra '
|ll|\|'L{I::;(l~1. (\&({/Z&g Z\Zﬁgus,\ Geo. Acheson, o W Slagle I; Byﬂli{ea:-‘
o l)":)wlllll.g:\ill<ﬁl,lxa&,‘ S J. Buyard, W. W, Willims ©. Balduin
”, y Dam inton, A A. Dravo, W. E. Groff. ./, :
DD 5 S, 5, Mo o B e Joien
: ajors, John Brown, . F. Ratclif,
y o Ol _ Boone, 7. 7). Jones, .J.
("{l"""’l(';'l!/"‘ Jameas MeWilliams, 8. W. I_\'f’[cElde’rry W.H %’alf ‘J
L MoCullough, W. H. Hampson, B. Gil B
M 2 iams, Geo. F. Walk 1p y B, Gilltner, M. B. Sparks, .
) xeo. K. Walker, D. B. Miller, Geo. H. Green, ——







