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THE GREAT WORLD WAR

AN ILLUSTRATED REVIEW

THEN the World War ended on November 11th, 1918, the armed forees of

25 nations of the globe had been hurling their armies against cach other for

1 mare than four vears in the most colossal struggle of history.  Alter a con-

2\ s flict without parallel, it ended in its 52d month with a casualty total nearing
- the ten million mark.

Set off by the murder of an ordinary Auvstrian archduke on June 28th, 1914, by a
Serbian political fanatic, the conflagration which had threatened the peace of Europe
for decades was thus destined to embroil the leading powers of the world in the mast
costly and bloody strife known to man.

After & month’s diplomatic argument over the affair, Austria formally opened hostili-
ties with her declaration of war on Serbia.  General mobilization followed quickly it
Russia; a “state of war' was almost immediately declared in Germany.  Then on August
1st Germany declared war on Russia, following this with an ultimatum to Belzium
demanding that her troops be given [ree passage across that eountry. On August 3d, the
Teutons included France on their [ist of enemics. This was followed next day by an
ultimatum to Germany from Great Britain demanding that the neutrality of Belsium
he respeeted. When this assurance was not granted by Emperor Willielm, Great Britain




