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Society News 
 

Microfilm Reader Update 

We did it!  You did it!  Thanks to your generous contributions we were able to purchase a microfilm scanner, 

magnifying lens, and a new laser printer to go with it.  Visitors to our library can once again read microfilm and 

microfiche from our collection.  This new machine, hooked into our library computer, allows patrons to scan and 

print out copies of information they find on the films.  We invite you to come in and check it out.  For those of you 
out-of-towners, remember we can do research for you.  A list of microfilm holdings will be printed in our May issue. 

Once again, thank you to all of you who donated to our reader fund over the past two years.  Any additional 

contributions that may come in will be put into a “special projects” fund to purchase microfilm, a new copy machine 

(to replace our elderly Konica), or anything else that arises. 

 

Upcoming Programs 

31 March - Sharing Mementos (bring family item or memory to share).  Location 310 North 2nd Ave E Newton 

23 May - Joint meeting with Jasper County Historical Society.  Kristen Macy shares her Military Collection.  Held 

at Jasper County Historical Museum, 1700 South 15th Ave. West, Newton 
30 June – potluck dinner at Lelah Main’s home, 1133 Monroe Drive, Newton 

September - (tentative) State Sen. Dennis Black speaking about his book “Profiles of Valor”  

1 December - annual potluck meeting 

 

Computer Contacts 
Our web page is www.iagenweb.org/jasper/jcgs/ and our e-mail address is   jcgs_genealogy@yahoo.com      

 

Reminders 

Just a reminder that our society offers services that can be ordered to take photos and place flowers on gravesites.  

The order forms are on page 4 and 5, and you can also find them on our website. 

 Pictures of Your Family Grave Stones 

Let us take pictures of your family gravestones in Jasper County, Iowa. 

We will take digital picture(s) and either send the picture(s) to your e-mail address or print the picture(s) and 

send them to your mail address, as you desire. 

You will also receive a free picture of the cemetery gate and/or cemetery sign. 

 Fresh Flowers on Your Ancestor’s Grave 

Let us help you honor your ancestors and relatives on this Memorial Day and throughout the year. 

We will purchase a 4” potted plant (Geranium or Begonia) and place at each gravestone. 

We’ll do our best to honor your choice of flower and color, but it not available we will substitute the best we 

can. 

Take this opportunity to have a photo taken of the gravestone for the same trip cost. 
 

mailto:jcgs_genealogy@yahoo.com?subject=Probate
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Books/Binders in our Library 

 
In the next few issues we’ll be listing some of the research materials we have available in our library.  This month 

we feature information on our obituary collection, death and funeral home records, county newspapers and Family 

Histories for surnames A-M. Next issue we’ll print Family Histories for surnames “N-Z”.   If you would like us to 

do research for you using these materials, let us know.  

 

OBITUARY NOTEBOOKS 

 Newton Papers  (each book indexed) 

o 1882-1905 

o 1918-1921 

o 1935-1940 

o 1978-2009 

 Newton obits Composite Index 1882-2000 

 Obituary Index for County Papers 1875-2000 

 Baxter-New Era 1927-1930 

 Diamond Trail Book 1 & Book 2 1990’s-2001(not all-inclusive) 

 Lynnville/Sully 1994-1999 Indexed 

 Jasper County misc. Newspaper 1940 and earlier 

 Grinnell & Kellogg 1980’s-2005 Books A-L & M-Z 

 Grinnell & Kellogg 2006-2009 

 Monroe Mirror 1979 & 1987-1989 

 Prairie City News 1875-1940; 1989-1995; 1994-1995 

 Colfax-Jasper County Tribune 1980’s-1990’s & 2003-2005 

 

FUNERAL HOME RECORDS 

 Baxter-Allen Collection 

 Baxter- Boyd Nickell 

 Colfax Funeral Home 1889-1904 & 1934-1962 

 Harnett Funeral Home 1898-1919 

 Grinnell Funeral Home 

 Newton-Morgan Hunter book 1 and 2 

 

DEATH RECORDS 

 Jasper County-Morality Schedule 1850-1880 

 Probates-1846-1853 

 Wills 1852-1856 

 Probate Index-1890-1926 

 

New Additions to the Jasper Co. Genealogical Library Shelves 

Historical Jasper County by Writers Program, Iowa 

DAR Patriot Index 1966 

DAR Patriot Index, Second Supplement, 1973 

DAR Patriot Index, Third Supplement, 1976 

Revolutionary War Soldiers and Patriots Buried in Iowa 

Profiles of Valor, by Dennis Black 
Directory of Newton & Jasper County, 1920 

Jasper County, IA, Rural Resident & Plat Directory, 1983 

Jasper/Poweshiek County, IA, Farm & Home Plat Directory, 1986 

Jasper County, IA, Directories, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 

Excerpts from Deed and Abstracts from Colfax, by Jan Smith 

 



February 2011 Gleaner 7 

 

WHERE DID THEY GO WHEN THEY LEFT JASPER COUNTY? 

 
Newton Journal February 13, 1906 

Mr. C.C. McConkey Started Tuesday afternoon for Chickasha, Oklahoma, where he intends to make his future 

home. Chickasha is a splendid place and offers good trade for carpenters. Mr. McConkey being engaged in the 

carpenter business.  

Mr. Hugh Little and son Elmer left yesterday afternoon for Wichita, Kansas for a few weeks stay; from there they 
expect to go to Chickasha to locate permanently. They have lived in Newton for several years and we regret to loose 

such a good family. Both parties will send for their families in a short time. 

 

Newton Journal 31 July 1907 

Miss Cora Guessford who has been spending a couple months at Wahoo, Nebraska with her brother J.R. Guessford 

and family, returned home last week. Mr. & Mrs. Guessford have been making their home at Wahoo for the past two 

years, but have come back to Newton to locate permanently. He is an experienced auctioneer and will follow that 

trade in this city. We are very glad to welcome these good people into our midst.  

 

Newton Journal 8 May 1907 

Mr. H.E. Welch and family will move to Kansas soon. Mr. Welch has been the efficient butter maker at the 

Creamery for over six years and everybody is sorry to see him leave but the move is made on account of his health.  
 

Mr. & Mrs. Cal Dickson will move to Clemens soon where they will have charge of the Post Office. Mr. Dickson 

has had charge of the Farmers Elevator here for over a year and at the different times been in business here for a 

good many years. We are sorry to see them go but the work there will be lighter for them. 

 

 

Newton Journal 3 April 1907 

Lynnville Loses a Good Family 

Monday morning, Mr. & Mrs. W. Painter and son Claire whose home was formerly in Lynnville, were passing to 

Peru, Iowa where they will live permanently. 

Mr. Painter was the owner of a drug store in Lynnville, which he sold to Mr. Phelps. Mr. Painter will establish 
himself in the drug business after locating in Peru. Lynnville loses a splendid family, the removal of Mr. & Mrs. 

Painter, as they were prominent in both social and church circles of that place. The son Claire was an active member 

of the Y.M.C.A. at Lynnville and will be greatly missed by the community Secretary Mr. W.H. Babcock and the 

members of the society. 

 

 

Newton Journal 6 Feb 1907 

Mr. Andy Stewart was in Newton Saturday on business. He seems to be well pleased with his investment at 

Rockwell City. The farm Mr. Stewart has bought borders on the city line and will give him all the advantages of a 

residence in the city, he will continue in the stock business. Mr. Stewart and family are among those we regret to see 

leaving Newton, and can cordially recommend them to the people where they will now make their home. 
 

**Newton Journal: 13 March 1907 

Mr. G.L. Brown and family will in a short time leave Newton for a home in Colorado. They have been good and 

faithful workers in the Presbyterian Church and as recognition of this fact, a number of the members of that church 

went to their home to bid them God-speed and to show their appreciation of their work, leaving them with reminders 

of their Newton friends. Mrs. Brown was presented a Havilland tea set and Mr. Brown a rocking chair. All who 

knew them will join in hearty good wishes for the future prosperity of this excellent family. 

 

 

**Newton Journal: 20 March 1907 

Newton Loses a Good Family 

Yesterday morning, Mrs. G.L. Brown and three children, Alex, Jean and Mary departed for their new home in 
southwest part of Colorado, near Durango. Enroute they will visit Mr. Brown’s people in Denver. He left Saturday 
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afternoon to find suitable location for his family. In the departure of Mr. & Mrs. Brown, Newton loses another 

splendid family who were prominent in both the social and church circles. They formerly resided in a pretty home 

on Greencastle Avenue, which they sold to Charley Greenlief. The members of the Presbyterian Church to which 

Mr. & Mrs. Brown belong gave a farewell company for them before they left. 

 

 

Newton Journal: March 20, 1907 

Return from Visit in South Dakota 

Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Swearingen and daughter, Miss May, who reside at Killduff, returned Saturday Morning form 

Turner County South Dakota where they have been spending some time. 

About three weeks ago they accompanied their daughter and husband, Mr. & Mrs. W.J. Watson and family who 

were former residents of Killduff to South Dakota, where they now nicely and comfortably located. MR. 

Swearingen is quite “taken up” with Dakota and says they are having fine weather there. 

The weather is very healthful and the farmers are preparing to plant their crops. There is quite a colony of 

Newtonites in South Dakota and Mr. Swearing reports them all being well, happy and contented in their new home. 

 

 

 

Newton Journal: 20 March 1907 

A Trip to South Dakota 

Tuesday morning Messrs, George Woody and Ray Trafton left via the Newton & Northwestern for Aberdeen South 

Dakota. The boys will possibly remain during the summer and fall seasons, engaged in farm work. They are both 

anticipating an enjoyable time leading the  “genuine western life”. Open prairie land and large ranches are the chief 

attractions, which will be anew life to them for a time. George has been in the Dakotas before and knows something 

of the ranch life and farm work, but we suspect Ray will soon pick up the western ways and be a ranchman before 

he gets back. 

 

 

Newton Journal: 3 July 1907 

Emma Robinson a Missionary 

She will sail September 11
th

 for Northern India 

Among the young men and women of Newton and Jasper County, who are making prominent places fir themselves 

in the worlds work, is Miss Mary Emma Robinson, who with her parents Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Robinson have been 

living for the past seven years in Monmouth, Illinois, removing there from their beautiful country home, four miles 

northeast of Newton.  Miss Robinson arrived here last Thursday in company with her sister, Miss Belle Robinson, 

the ladies being guests at the home of their sister, Mrs. Andrew Hans, who reside four miles north of this city. Please 

contact JCGS for more information on this article. 

 

Newton Journal 30 October 1907 

Oliver Weston left for Houston, Texas, Tuesday where he will locate in the practice of law. 

 
C.H. Keipp and family will depart for Long Beach, California next Wednesday, where they expect to locate 

permanently. 

 
 

    
 
 
Two new volunteers began working in our library recently.  We welcome Bobbie Collins and Jeannette Shannon to 

our library staff.  Both ladies are knowledgeable about genealogy and are ready to assist you in your search for 

information.  
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JASPER COUNTY GLEANER 
The JASPER COUNTY GLEANER is published in February, May, August, and November/December by the Jasper 

County Genealogical Society.  Membership in the Society runs January through December, with 2010 dues being:  

$12.00 individual, $15.00 family, and $20.00 foreign.     

The Society is a non-profit organization, Internal Revenue Service classification #42-1147-284.  Gifts, contributions, 

and bequests are tax deductible.  Unless otherwise instructed, all correspondence contributions, and requests should 

be sent to:  Jasper County Genealogical Society or JCGS, P. O. Box 163, Newton, IA   50208-0163.   Contact us for 

an address to send packages. 

 

The Jasper County Genealogical Society was organized on 26 October 1977, and is a chapter of the Iowa 

Genealogical Society. 

 

Meetings are held at 7:00 P.M. on the last Thursday of each month, January through October.  A holiday supper and 

election of officers is held the first Thursday in December.  Executive Board meetings are held as needed to conduct 

the business of the society. 

 

Research services are available at a cost of $12.50 per hour plus the cost of copies (1-2 surnames per request, 

please).  A $12.50 check and a stamped self-addressed envelope (S.A.S.E.) should accompany each request.  Send 

research requests to the Society address. 

 

Queries may be placed in the Gleaner without research requests.  This service is free to our membership; non-

members should send $1.00 for each query.  Submit queries to the Society address. 

The JCGS Library address is at 113 W. 2nd St. S., Newton, IA, which is located across the street north of the big 

water tower in Newton.  The library is open every Thursday and Friday 10:00 am to noon and 1:00 to 3:00 pm and 

from 9:00 am to noon on the first and third Saturday of the month.  There is no charge for using the library. 

 

The telephone number for the Society is (641) 792-1522.  We can return local calls but are not able to return long 

distance calls.   Our e-mail address is jcgs_genealogy@yahoo.com   Internet access is at 

http://iagenweb.org/jasper/jcgs/       

 

 

  

 

J.C.G.S. Officers And Their Telephone Numbers: 

President:  (Open – responsibilities being performed by committee) .......................................................................  

Vice President:  (Open) ...............................  .........................................................................................................  

Recording Secretary:  Diana Wagner  ........................ rdwagner@pcpartner.net .............................. (641) 792-6668  

Correspondence Secretary:  Darlene Leib ................... darleneleib@yahoo.com .............................. (641) 792-0174 

Treasurer:  Lelah Main ................................  ................................................................................. (641) 792-3448 

Registrar:  Robert Mick ............................... remick35@iowatelecom.net ...................................... (641) 792-6490 

Historian:  (Open)........................................  .........................................................................................................  

Memorials Chair:  Rita Reinheimer .............. rita409@gmail.com ................................................... (641) 792-0586 

Librarian:  Pat Beckham .............................. . ................................................................................ (641) 792-7796 

Gleaner Editor:  by Committee....................................................................................................................................... 

Past President:  Barbara Hug........................ bhug@prairienet.net .................................................. (641) 791-9485 

 

mailto:jcgs_genealogy@yahoo.com?subject=Probate
http://iagenweb.org/jasper/jcgs/
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MEMBERSHIP FORM FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2011 
 

Membership Benefits:  

 Quarterly newsletter  Free Queries in the newsletter 

 

 New membership  Single membership   $12.00 

 Membership renewal          Family membership $15.00 

  Foreign membership $20.00 

I would like to make a tax–deductible gift of $_________________.  

□ My company has a matching gift program. Company name: ________________________________  

□ My gift is in Memory/Honor (circle one) of ______________________________________________  

My gift may be best utilized for:  

□ Special Projects Fund $_______  □ Resource (books, etc.)  Fund $________ □ General Fund $_________ 

 

Membership forms dated or received after October 1st will be applied to the following calendar year.  
 

Name_________________________________________________________Date____________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________________________State________9-digit Zip______________________ 

E-mail Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 
We will use your name and address (or email address) from this form to prepare mailing address labels for the Gleaner. 

Surnames and places being researched:  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please complete and mail this membership form to:  Jasper County Genealogical Society; P. O. Box 163; Newton, 

IA 50208-0163 

  

 
 

 

 

CENTURY CERTIFICATE (Settled in Jasper County, Iowa in 1880 or earlier) 

NAME OF APPLICANT (as it is to appear on the Certificate) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address, City, State, Zip (for mailing purposes) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
YEAR SETTLED IN JASPER COUNTY, IOWA_________________  

SOURCES OF PROOF (copies not originals – mark at least one) 

___ Census record 

___ Marriage record  

___ Birth record 

___ Death record   

___ School record 

___ Church record  

___ Bible record  

___ Military record 

___ Obituary  

___ Estate record 

___ Land record 

___ Tombstone inscription (give 

location of cemetery)  

___ County histories  

___ Other 

 

NAME OF DIRECT ANCESTOR (as it is to appear on the Certificate) _______________________________ 

 

We will issue Century Certificates to direct descendants of early settlers living in Jasper County, Iowa in 1880 or 

earlier.  And applicant need not be a resident of Jasper County nor have ever lived in Iowa.  Proof of direct 
descendancy must be submitted.  .  Only one proof is needed.  This along with a straight-line lineage chart and $3.00 

($3.50 if to be mailed) must be submitted.  Send for a certificate to Jasper County Genealogical Society; P.O. Box 

163, Newton, IA 50208-0163.  These 8 ½ x 11 certificates are great for framing.   
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AVAILABLE FROM THE JASPER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

 Price +    Postage 

Jasper County Note Cards (pkg. of 6 – Old Newton Library, Colfax Depot,  

 Killduff school, St. Stephens Episcopal Church, First Maid Rite, Newton Depot)  5.00 1.25 

Newton and Jasper County Directory, 1903 (reprint).  Soft cover. $ 7.00 2.50 

1871 Jasper County Atlas 10.00 8.00 

Back issues of the GLEANER 3.00 

**NEW** Heritage Tour of Jasper County, Vol. I (reprint) 22.00 2.50 

Heritage Tour of Jasper County, Vol. II 16.00 2.50 

 (Buy both Heritage Tour Vol. I & II together at a discount) 35.00 3.00 

These are soft cover, with articles and photos of historic buildings and sites in Jasper Co.) 

Combined Index of Cemetery Books 16.00 2.50 

Deaths from Newton Daily News (June 1918-June 1921) (June 1935-Dec 1940) 10.00 2.50 

Mail orders to:  Jasper County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 163, Newton, IA  50208-0163 

Due to limited number of copies of cemetery books in our library, we ask that mail orders for the following books be placed 

with:  Iowa Genealogical Society; 628 East Grand Ave.; Des Moines, IA  50309-1924 

#0712 1850 Federal Census of Jasper County $5.60   + Postage 

#1990 Every Name Index; Jasper County Honor Roll 1917-1919 $5.40   + “ 

#2604 Marriages, 1849 – 1869, Vol. #1 14.70   + “ 

#2664 Marriages, 1869 – June 1880, Vol. #2 17.60 “ 

#2667 Marriages, June 1880 – Dec 1880, Vol. #3 36.70 “ 

#2603 Marriages, 1894 – 1898, Vol. 4 & 5 18.90   + “ 

JASPER COUNTY CEMETERY RECORDS: 

#1793 Clear Creek Twp. $12.20   + Postage  

#1794 Independence Twp. 16.60   + “ 

#1795 Malaka, Mariposa, Hickory Grove Twps. 10.20   + “ 

#1822 Rock Creek Twp. & Kellogg Twp., except Silent City 11.00   + “ 

#1823 Kellogg Twp. Silent City Cemetery 9.60   +  “ 

#1848 Newton Union: Blocks 4, 5, 6 & 7 13.90   + “ 

#1851 Newton Union: Blocks 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12 13.30   + “ 

#1852 Newton Union: Blocks 13, 14 & 15 11.40   + “ 

#1853 Newton Union: Blocks 16, 17, 18, 19 & 19N 12.80   + “ 

#1854 Newton Union: Blocks 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 & 33 11.70   + “ 

#1855 Newton Union Cemetery Index 12.00   + “ 

#1865 Newton Twp., excluding Newton Union Cemetery 13.40   + “ 

#1866 Newton Union:  Veterans 1 & 2, Blocks 1, 2 & 3 12.60   +  “ 

#1896 Poweshiek Twp. 14.40   + “ 

#2045 Washington Twp.  - Colfax  21.00   + “ 

#2053 Mound Prairie Twp. 7.80   + “ 

#2440 Buena Vista Twp. 10.40   + “ 

#2441 Palo Alto & Richmond Twps. 16.60   + “ 

#2448 Elk Creek Twp. 12.00   + “ 

#2610 Fairview Twp. 28.50   + “ 

#2679 Des Moines Twp. 18.00   + “ 

#2754 Lynn Grove Twp. – Part 1, (excludes Sully & Swan)  15.75   + “ 

#2755 Lynn Grove Twp. – Part 2, (Sully & Swan) 13.00   + “ 

POSTAGE & HANDLING FOR BOOKS ORDERED THROUGH I.G.S. 

U.SA. Orders of:  P & H Foreign Orders of:  P & H 

  $.01 - $15.00 = $2.50 $.01 - 15.00 = $3.00 

  15.01 - 25.00 = 3.00 15.01 - 25.00 =  4.00 

  25.01 - 40.00 = 4.00 25.01 - 40.00 =  6.00 

 40.01 - 75.00 = 5.50 40.01 - 100.00 =  9.00 

  75.01 - 100.00 = 7.00 

**Iowa Residents must add 7% Sales Tax on orders from I.G.S. ** 
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JASPER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 163 

Newton, IA   50208-0163 

 

Address Service Requested 

Return Intact – Do Not Destroy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


