CHRISTIAN FERDINAND OLSSON
July 17, 1848 – July 11, 1930

MATHILDA PETTERSDOTTER
June 28, 1853 – September 30, 1933

Christian Olsson, son of Ola Nilsson and Anna Eskilsdotter, was born on 17 July 1848 at Maglehult 1,
Matteröd Parish, Skåne, Sweden. He was baptized on 22 July 1848. Godmother was Johanna Eskilsdotter, wife of Åbo
Åke Svensson, from Skälsböke [Matteröd]. Godfathers were Torpare Sven Pehrsson from Haringstorp [Matteröd] and
Dräng Pehr Nilsson from Isakstorp [Matteröd].

Christian Olsson’s birth and
baptismal record from the Matteröd
Parish birth book for the year 1848.
Chris’s mother was 39 years old at his
birth. Christian’s baptism took place in
the Matteröd Parish church.

Matteröd Kyrka (Church)

Christian appeared in the Matteröd clerical surveys for the years 1846-51. He moved from his birth home
(Maglehult) to the farmstead Skälsböke with his parents and older brother Pehr. His retired grandfather Eskil Hurtig
was living also with the family at Skälsböke.

In 1871 he moved to Tågeröd, Matteröd, which was the location of a mill where he may have worked for the
year he lived there. A year later Christian moved from Tågeröd back to his parents’ home at Skälsböke. A notation in
the Matteröd clerical survey indicates that in April 1873 laborer Christian obtained a work permit to move to the city of
Ängelholm, but it is not likely that he did. There is no further information about this move and neither is there a
notation that he might have returned to Matteröd.
Christian developed quite the reputation during his younger years, so much so that it is preserved in a book
entitled “Uppa På Åsen” (“Up the Hill”), a chronicle of Matteröd Parish written by Ivar Johansson and published by the
Matteröd Historical Society in 1973. The book contains snippets of the history of the farmsteads and settlements in
Matteröd. In the context of the history of Skälsböke, which also mentions Christian’s father, Ola Nilsson, the author
had this to say about Christian:
… Christian ("Sjö-pågen") blev en beryktad slagskämpe, särskilt iaktagen då “han var på rus.”
… Christian (“Lakeboy”) became a notorious brawler, especially noticeable “when he was drunk.”
Christian became acquainted with his future wife, Mathilda Pettersdotter, probably during the 1880-81
timeframe. Their acquaintance led to cohabitation, which resulted in their daughter Alma’s birth in October 1882.
Christian “fled” to Denmark in 1888 along with Elander Olsson, Mathilda’s first cousin. They were joined
by a Martin Pettersson (no known relation with Mathilda), and departed Copenhagen on 1 May 1888 with a declared
destination of Sioux City, Iowa. Each was designated a “worker” (Arbejder) followed by his age, destination, contract
number, emigration date, country of origin, country going to, and a contract number. (The “I” preceding the contract
number indicates they were taking an “indirekt” route meaning they were bound for an intermediate port where they
would board another ship for the U.S.)

However, the three evidently took different routes,
or at least Christian took a different route than Elander and
Martin. Christian arrived in America at New York City on 7
August 1888 aboard the French Line ship SS La Normandie
from Le Havre, France. Neither Elander Olsson nor Martin
Pettersson was listed on the passenger manifest for the SS La
Normandie.

SS La Normandie

Christian’s name appears as “Olzen Christian” on line 200 (the next to last line above). He is listed as a 39year-old male workman from Sweden.
The Matteröd Parish clerical survey for 1883-94 states that Christian “ran away to America” from Skälsböke
in 1888. Christian evidently had agreement with Mathilda to emigrate to America, find work, and send for her and
Alma later.
From information contained in Chris’s obituaries and the Ruth Burnside tribute to Alma among other things,
Chris and Elander Olson and probably Martin Pettersson remained in Sioux City for a year before moving to Denison.
At least Chris and Elander took jobs with the railroad as carpenters. Sometime later, according to one of his obituaries,
Chris delivered milk to residential customers.

The photo at right, which probably dates from the turn of the century, depicts
Chris Olson standing at left with men who were probably fellow railroad workers.
None of the other men is Elander Olson.

Christ F(erdinand) Olson
and Mathilda Peterson were married
on the 7th of September 1891 at
Denison. This date – about three
weeks after Mathilda's and Alma's
arrival in America – indicates the
marriage occurred soon after Mathilda
reached Denison.

The 1900 Crawford County (Denison) Iowa census reflects that Chris and Mathilda had then been married 9
years, i.e., from 1891.

On the 8th of December 1893 Christ F. Olson
purchased Lot Twelve (12) in Block Seventy-Eight (78) in the
Town of Denison for $65. He and Mathilda built their home
on this lot which became 1924 Broadway.

Chris & Mathilda c. 1910

Building Plan for Chris and Matilda’s Home

Christian “Oleson” and his family appeared in the 1900 Census for Denison, Crawford County, Iowa:
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It is obvious that some information was either incorrectly given or entered in the census. For example, the
birth years for Chris, Mathilda, and Alma are all incorrect, as is the immigration year for Chris. They had two
boarders living with them – a Swede and an Englishman.
In the 1910 Federal Census for Denison, 3rd Ward, Crawford County, Iowa, C. F. Olson and Matilda Olson
were living on Broadway. Chris was 61; Matilda was 56, both Swedish with Swedish parents. Chris was a railroad
laborer.
In the 1920 Federal Census for Denison, East Broadway, 3rd Ward, Crawford County, Iowa, Christ F. Olson
age 71, immigrated in 1888, naturalized in 1897 Swedish with Swedish parents, general laborer. Matilda Olson age
66, immigrated in 1891, naturalized in 1897, Swedish with Swedish parents. Living with Chris and Matilda was
“nephew” Benjamin Olson age 38 single immigrated in 1887, naturalized in 1892, Swedish with Swedish parents,
general laborer.
In the 1930 Federal Census for Denison, East Broadway, 3rd Ward, Crawford County, Iowa, Christ F. Olson
and Matilda were living on East Broadway in a home valued at $4,500. Christ was 81; Matilda was 77. Christ had
been in the U.S. 39 years; Matilda 35 years. Both were Swedish with Swedish parents. Both were naturalized in 1892.

Chris and Mathilda were surrounded with family and friends. Old family photos depict them as well as Alma
with relatives and other persons who today are unidentifiable. The photo below was taken at the 25 th wedding
anniversary celebration for Elander (“Ed”) and Assarina Olson in October 1917. (Elander was Mathilda’s first cousin
who immigrated with Chris Olson in 1888.) Elander is not in the photo; he was evidently the photographer. Assarina
is the second lady from the left in the middle row.

Back row: Orville Olson, probably
Sherman Olson, Chris Olson, Edwin Olson,
Carl Storjohann, and unknown
Middle row: unknown, Assarina Olson,
unknown, Selma Nyland, Mathilda Olson,
Alma Olson Storjohann
Front row: unknown, Amy Olson, Lillie
Olson, Raymond Storjohann, Isabel
Storjohann, Lillie Storjohann, Elvera
Storjohann, Julia Storjohann

Edwin, Sherman, Lillie, Amy, and Orville were the sons and daughters of Elander and Assarina Olson. Selma
Nyland was Assarina’s daughter from her first marriage to Oliver Nyland.

Chris Olson died on 11 July 1930 in
Denison, Iowa.

“Mr. Chris F. Olson Died in Denison Home After Being Invalid for Five Years
The many friends in this community will regret the death of Mr. Chris F. Olson, which occurred at his home on
East Broadway, Monday, July 11, 1930, at 2:00 p.m.
Mr. Olson was a citizen of Denison for fifty years. For many years he has been
engaged in the milk business and delivered milk to a loyal number of customers year after
year. He was faithful to the last degree and no weather was too severe to stop him from
making his rounds. He was unusually well versed in current events and loved to visit with
his customers, friends and neighbors and with his fund of information and ready wit he was a
most interesting companion.
Five years ago he suffered a stroke and since that time his faithful wife has looked
after his welfare and continued his milk business.
The deceased was a staunch Democrat and it was his delight to have a political
argument. He was always good natured and was greatly pleased to have his friends try to
best him in an exchange of pleasantries. During the years that he has been almost helpless,
he has been a patient sufferer and his loving wife has administered to his care and comfort in
a most self-sacrificing way, aided as much as possible by his daughter and granddaughters.

Chris Olson c. 1920
Chris Ferdinand Olson was born July 17, 1848, in Mattrod, Skane, Sweden. He came to America in 1889, first
living at Sioux City, where he remained for a year. He then came to Denison and this city has been his home. In
August, 1881, he was married to Miss Mathilda Peterson, in Sweden, and to this union one child was born, namely
Alma, wife of Mr. Carl Storjohann, of Goodrich township. Besides his faithful wife and loving daughter, he leaves to
mourn his demise, one sister, Elna Frieberg of Malmo, Sweden, four grandchildren and many friends.
His funeral was held at the Bartcher Funeral Home, Monday July 14 th, at 2 p.m., Rev. William Freese
officiating and his body was laid to rest in Oakland cemetery. Pallbearers were Ed Olson, Henry Dreessen, Henry
Jacobsen, Fred Underwall, Chas. P. Larson and Nels Pearson.”

Mathilda Pettersdotter was born on 28 June 1853 in Kristinelund (Guvarp), Färingtofta Parish the daughter
of Petter Eskilsson and Sissela Olsdotter. She was baptized on 3 July 1853 in Färingtofta. Godmother was ?Kahrin?
Jeppasdotter, wife of Jöns Ohlsson from Perstorpshus. Godfathers were Dräng Petter Jönsson from Gustafsborg, Dräng
Johannes Bengtsson from Gustafsborg, Dräng Mathias Månsson from Guarp, Torpare Troed Nilsson from Guarp, and
Dräng Anders Påhlsson from Gustafsborg.

Mathilda’s
birth record from the
Färingtofta Parish birth
book 1853:

Mathilda was baptized in the
Färingtofta Parish Church

Färingtofta Village

Mathilda and Alma emigrated from Malmö on 6 August 1891 aboard the S/S Malmö for England where they
transferred to the White Star Line (Vita Stjärnan Linien) steamship RMS Teutonic for their trans-Atlantic voyage.
According to the passenger manifest, Mathilda Petterson, age 35, wife, and Alma O. Petterson, age 7, arrived at New
York on 19 August 1891. They probably traveled by train from New York to Denison.

Mathilda Olson died on 30
September 1933 in Goodrich Township,
Crawford County, Iowa.

Her obituary from the Denison Review, October 5, 1933:
“Mrs. C. F. Olson, a pioneer resident of Denison, passed away Saturday,
September 30, at the home of her only child, Mrs. Carl Storjohann, residing in Goodrich
township. She has been in failing health all summer but was only serious ill for one day.
Last rights were conducted Monday afternoon at the Bartcher Funeral Home at 2
o’clock, Reb. Wm. Frese officiating. She had requested three songs be sung, namely:
“Abide With Me,” “The Old Rugged Cross” and “Nearer My God to Thee.” These songs
had been sung at the funeral of Mrs. Olson’s grandson, Carl Raymond Storjohann, who
died Jan. 17, 1929, and also at the funeral of Mr. Olson who preceded his wife in death
July 11, 1930.
The floral tributes were many and beautiful, expressing silently the esteem in
which she was held by her many friends. Interment was made in Oakland cemetery by the
side of her husband. The pallbearers were Sears Nelson, Carl Lundquist, Frank Hain, Ed
Olson, A. H. Brogden and Henry Jacobsen. Among those from out of town who attended
the services were Mr. and Mrs. Nels Gergman of near Arthur, Mrs. and Mrs. Emil Olson
and Mr. and Mrs. Albert Johnson of Kiron.
Mathilda Olson c. 1920
Matilda Peterson was born June 21, 1853, at Smedeboda, West Torup, Sweden, where she was baptized and
confirmed in the Lutheran faith. She was always a devout Christian and exemplified the teachings of her youth in her
deeds.
She was married to Chris F. Olson in August, 1881, and they continued to make their home in Sweden for a
number of years. Mr. Olson came to the United States in August, 1889, and his wife joined him just two
years later. They made their home in Denison continuously and lived in their home on East Tremont Street since 1893.
Mrs. Olson was beloved by all who knew her for her generous nature, her willingness to help others and her
interest in her home and loved ones. Here has been a life of usefulness to those near to her and friends who are legion
will always treasure the memory of a true neighbor and friends.
In addition to her only daughter, Mrs. Alma Storjohann, she is survived by four grandchildren, Lillie Caroline,
Isabelle Mathilda (Mrs. Carl Beymer), Julia Marguerite and Elvera Eleanor, one great grandchild, Carl Edward Beymer,
two brothers, Bengt and Nels Peterson in Sweden, and scores of friends.”

