


















LETTERS TO KATE
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Forward


To all my family members in the future generations. I hope you learn to love Horace and Kate Baldwin the way I have. Transcribing these letters and the Company Book have given me a knowledge of the Civil War that I never knew. Don’t expect to read a few letters and put down for another day. The whole picture will appear when you read all the letters; love, hate, hardship, illness, lonely times, cold weather, dirty living conditions, lack of food, lack of hygiene, traveling to unknown lands, strange customs, death of friends, lack of communication with family and friends and the mental state these men were enduring. Meanwhile, I want you to know that this has been a labor of love for if I had realized the hours involved when I started I probably would have put it off to another time. Now looking back I am proud to have spent the time and effort to save a piece of history for you about your gggggg   grandfather.
I must say that I didn’t know these letters existed until my mother, Helen Louise Olds Madsen died. I found her bundle of original 65 letters in her secretary when I closed her home. Then come to find out my Aunt Pat and my Uncle Rollin had equal number of letters. Thanks to them I was able to piece together this book. You will notice that each letter date shows who holds the original. What happens to these letters a hundred years from now will be up to you to research. Good Luck.
I would like to thank Rose Bennett tor helping me with these letters. Many times neither one of us could make out a word/words. She would see a word come through the strange handwriting where I would miss it completely. Thanks Rose
To the family and friends of the men of the 38th Regiment, Company “C” Iowa Volunteers I hope you will learn a little more about that man on your family tree. He put his life on the line for what he thought was right. So many of the men are mentioned throughout these letters, some good things are written, some not so good. included everything Horace wrote figuring after 136 years personal feelings are no longer relevant. Some will probably cause a tew comments from the people of Chickasaw County, but you should be proud of what these men endured and if you know any old family members mention to them that their gg grandfather was a good man.
I tried to leave all the spelling the way Horace wrote it. The only thing I changed was the word- received. He must have written “recieved” at least 200 times and each time (I hope) I changed it to received. I guess he never learned the rule- i before e except after c. Every letter started with a paragraph indented. That was the only paragraph in the entire letter. I finally, without realizing it, started pulling in new paragraphs so that is why you will see new paragraphs occasionally. He used a lot of dashes (-) or equal signs (=) instead of periods (.). I used a lot of underlines (_) to show I couldn’t read a word or phrase or even several lines in the letters. Let your imagination finish those parts.
I plan to put this book, or whatever you want to call it, on my web page. That brought a smile to my face because a hundred years from now you might be asking, what is a web page. Believe me you young people a hundred years from now this is the state of the art in communication today. I am writing this in the tall of 1999 so you can figure out how long its been since the Civil War for me and therefore double that time and it will be you. Wow would I like to visit with you and listen to what you will say about the life and times of this very black spot in American History called the Civil War.
To the family and friends of the men of the 38th Reg. Co. “C” if you know more about some of the men mentioned or have pictures of them and would send copies I think it might be interesting to build our own history of the 38th, Co. “C”.
For now, I want to thank you for reading these letters and hope to hear from you. Sincerely, Susan Harris
            email: smh@valleycenterinternet.com

As I am rereading this Introduction today, I received a letter from a second cousin who I met 45 years ago and have had no communication with since. I found that my uncle had a post office box number for my second cousin and by chance I sent a note of inquiry. Today I received a response. He has the rest of the letters. I don’t know if I will ever see them, if I do get copies, look for a continuation of this book.
To all the family and friends of the men in Co. C., wish me luck in piecing together our families through the writings of Horace Baldwin.
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Camp Franklin at Dubuque,lowa Sunday Oct 26-1862

Dearest Kate
Here I am once more in camp among the boys. I left Chickasaw the next morning after leaving you and went to Bradtord where I found Tyler, and gave him my place in the wagon with “Manessy” and I got aboard the stage and came to the Falls(?) where I found all the men from Bremer and the west side of our county, ready to start the next morning for Dubuque, where we all arrived safe and sound, and were met at the depot by all the men that were left in camp and able to move, Cotant and the rest from New Hampton arrived this morning at daylight, I could have staid another week as well as not, had I known what I know now before leaving. The Captain says that he wrote three letters to me, but as I did not receive any of them while there I have come to the conclusion that he did not do it. I told him that I did not believe that he wrote one, and that if I had a chance I would sever him the same way Governor Kirkwood(?) is in the city, he came up last night and saw the men on dress parade and afterward made a speech to them. I was down town this forenoon to an officers meeting for the purpose of having Colonel Brush (?) removed, every Captain and Lieut. voted to have him out and the Governor says that if he don’t resign now he will make him. So you see there is a fair prospect of our having a new man at the head of the regt. who it will be is more than I can tell.
I found the Company all well except 5 sick with the measles- Whiner, Miller, Brant, Henry and Lewis all of them are doing very well. I had Miller taken to the hospital last night and Henry this morning, as our barracks are so open that there was danger of them catching cold, and by sending them there they could be kept comfortable. I will send the rest as soon as there is room for them. There is several more complaining and I am afraid they are coming down with them to, We drew a hundred blankets last night and all the ______ coats to day, which makes the men pretty comfortable. The officers quarters will be ready in a day or two and then Green and I will go to keeping house by our selves. Of course Captain Tinkham will have to stay in the city with his lady, while we remain here. So that we will not be honored by his company. Mrs Steindorf of Jacksonville came down with her husband last night and is a going to stay in the barracks while here. Mrs Rogers is still in the city waiting for her husband to draw his pay from the government so that she can go on east. I saw Captain Crawford of Chickasaw to day on his way home, he has resigned his command and Troy is now Captain, His company had a fight with the rebels a few days before he left in which George Miller of Chickasaw was lost, he does not know whether he was killed or is a prisoner
(Note: continued-- I think the following notes should go with the above)

My Own Sweet Wife
I wrote the first of this letter to Katie E. Jackson and will finish it by writing to my wife, it being the first time that I ever had the pleasure of doing so. I will tell you first what father and mother said when I got home,( father wanted me to tell her and I did
so) I asked her if she knew that father kissed a girl at New Hampton and she said no. I told her that he did and that I saw him and that she called him father and then she wanted to know who it was, and then I told her that you were her girl and my wife. She would not believe it until father told her it was so. She said that she was satisfied and that you might be her girl, and that I must have you come and stay with her some of the time while I am gone. They are both very proud of their boy and will be equally proud of his wife I never saw them so well pleased over anything in my life, I did not tell Em and Sarah as it is impossible for them to keep a secret. I got things very well arranged and I hope it will not be long betore I can let the world know that you are mine and “Oh” wont I be proud then, proud to know that I possess you and that no one can take you away from me. I shall be so glad when this war is ended and if I am spared that I may hurry back to you darling. It seems as if I had been away a month from you already and if I have to stay a year I do not know what I shall do. I am thinking now about how happy we were last Sunday night and the difference between now and then, all the consolation that I have is in the thought that the war may be soon ended and we may meet to part no more in this world. I dare not write much in this letter tor fear that your folks may open and read it and then destroy it without letting you see it. If they do write and let me know and I will fix them for if Tyler tells me that his wife is coming to live with you if so I want you to write and let me know as I think to much of you to have you associate all the time with her as you would have to do if she comes and I will find you another home. Be sure and go to school this winter and learn all you can I told father that you would. There is not a man in the company that suspects that I am a married man. I laugh and talk about the girls as usual. I have used all the time I have to spare to night dear and must close this for this time with the promise that I will send you a letter by every mail as I did before. It will not be necessary for me to send you any love as you have all mine now
Good night sweet wife and remember that I am as ever your True and Devoted
Horace

over
Sam wanted to write on the back of this to you Horace

(Note: This letter written by S A HoweII(?) was written on the same letter starting with”My Own Sweet Wife”. There was no date there but the S A HoweII(?) part shows date of Oct 26th, 1862. Next I assumed that these two notes belong with the letter dated Oct. 26, 1862 where at the bottom you will notice the word continued.)

Camp Franklin
Oct 26th/62

Friend___________
As friend Horace was not able to fill this side I will with his consent do so. We were all glad to see the boys return as we were getting quite lonesome with so small a number but now our compliment- is nearly filled. The Governor paid us a visit yesterday and the result was today we got our day (?) coats and he said the remainder of our outfit should be had at an early day so this streak of luck has cast a sunshine over our camp all are in good spirits and bound for Dixie when the time for departure comes. The weather is cold but we have two stoves and plenty of wood so I guess we will get along. Uncle Sams boys are bound to be happy anyhow as it is getting late and I
suppose Horace has given all news and will close so good boy answer soon from your friend
S A HoweII(?)



