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Camp 38” Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo.
April 5- 1863

Catherine E. Baldwin
My Sweet and Loving Wife
	According to the promise that I made in my last  that I would write to you to day, and as there is nothing to hinder I will try and keep that promise good.  It is a beautiful day and could I only be with you I should enjoy it. Most of the officers have got horses and gone out a riding.  I thought to have done so this morning but finally came to the conclusion that I would rather stay and chat with you my pet.  I hope to hear that you enjoyed your visit at Chickasaw better than you did the first one.  Whitmore has given me a pretty good history of the way you were treated by some who were disappointed and jealous because you were my wife instead of them.  I wonder that you bare up under the trial as well as you did for from what Whitmore says they must have done all in their power to injure your character and prejudice the minds of all my friends against you.  He says that they told around that the reason I married you was because I could not help but do it and that one or two months would prove all they had said and what a girl you had been.  I am willing to let one or two months answer for themselves as to how near right they were in what they said and I guess if they will wait until a year has passed since the day we were married the result will be some and show to the world that you were innocent of the base slur they would cast upon your good name.  I know Kate as well as they that nothing else would have hurt your feelings as much as to say a word against your character and I think their intention was to try and get my people to turn against you and then to get  them to use what  influence they had to make me think you were false tome.  A thing that they could not have done even had there been any truth in their story for I knew my Katie to well to think her guilty of any item, so mean, it makes me feel bad to hear such things as he has told me but so long as I know they are all false I do not worry about them.  If I could only be there so that their abuse would fall on me instead of you I wouldn’t care so much but to think that they will abuse an innocent woman for what was not her fault is more than I can submit to with good feelings.  You must not mind what you hear now and when I come home I will show to all  ____ ___ that you are as good as those that talked about you.  It is an old saying that a pure character only comes out the brighter after it has passed no through the ordeal of abuse and vilification of those that would like to bring it down to the level of their own and cannot succeed and so it will be with you when it is found out how wrongfully you have been accused and then the stain will rest on the heads of those that have been guilty of trying to defame all that you could or would hold dear, as a woman without honor is not respected any where.
Go to Chickasaw as often as you like for there are some that are true friends to you and you will have more when it is ascertained that  “all is right with the world.”
I have to laugh sometimes to hear of the many _____ that is tried to find out whether you are or not 
  Your father wrote that Henry was married to Miss Snyder.  I wonder how she likes him now that she knows what he is.  Did it make you feel bad to think that you were not in her place as you know he used to be a  ______ admirer of yours.  Don’t you think that you would have done better to have married him than me and then you would have had Miranda for a sister.  It was to bad that after all the sparking she done for him that you should marry another. 
 Colonel Hughes started for St. Louis today and I should not be surprised that when he returns that we are ordered away for he will do all that he can to be as he says that he wants to get into more active service.  Our company is agoing out tomorrow on a scout  down the river.  I would like to go but cannot so says Colonel Hodnutt whom I have just asked.  I am in the office with the Field Officers.  It is a good room and very comfortable.  All three of them are very kind to me.  I have no reason to complain yet I do not want to have the office for I had rather be with our company.  
What does Charley Werner say about me.  I used to plague him considerable and I should not wonder if he told some pretty long stories about me to pay for it.  Charley Rogers is reported on the company and Regimental books as a deserter.  As you will remember he was left at the St. Louis Hospital along with Wood and Simpson and on the 2nd day of February he was sent to rejoin the company here but he has not come.  I think that he has gone east to where his wife is.  Simpson is discharged and will go home.  So we have lost all four that were left there when we came away.  Wood, Wise and Simpson by discharge and Rogers as a deserter.  George Cook is yet alive but no hopes are entertained of his recovery.
A mail boat has just arrived and I will not finish this letter until I find out whether I get a letter. “Oh Yes” I did get one from father and yours written last Sunday.  I am so glad to hear that your visit has been a pleasant one and that you  have enjoyed it so well.  I was afraid something would be said to hurt your feelings.  I don’t see why you should  hurry away.  I guess your mother can get  along without you a while longer.  Father says that you are a real good girl and better to mother than her own girls are.  He says that Sarah and Em think every thing of you.  I do not know but then I had better not allow you to go any more or I shall lose you if you keep on making friends.  What do you do to make them like you so well. Whitmore says that he thinks that you would not know me if you should see me where you was not expecting to, besides those two  dimples on my cheeks I have two more on my cheek bones and my cheeks are as full and red as Em’s.  I do not shave and I look altogether different than I used to. 
  I fear there is a good cause for your being so much heavier than usual.  It is about time you should be as you have been married almost six months and most of married women begin to get fleshy about that time and maybe you are in the same way! I guess the cause is as you said” my having to many girls to see to when I was there”. 
 I don’t think I ought to write you very long letters for your last three have been short ones indeed, but I presume I will get a real good and long one when you get home. 
The boys from New Hampton are well as usual and I am too.  It is about Dress Parade time and I must draw my scribbling to a close and prepare for that.  I am dressed in my best clothes to day for the first time since I have been in New Madrid.  A man belonging to Co. “B” has just came in and says that a party of Guerrillas fired on him to day while out on a pass.  He says that he fired back and killed one of them  He has four bullet holes through his over coat which shows that there is some truth in his story.
But  good bye for this time.  I would like a kiss above all things but presume I must wait until I come home
Give my respects to your folks and all inquiring friends.
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
04/12/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 53

Camp 38” Iowa Infantry
New Madrid, Mo.
April 12-63

Dear Kate
	I have been busily engaged  all the morning filling up reports and washing myself and putting on clean clothes and now that I have finished I will answer your kind favor of the 1st  of April  which came to hand this morning.  Really I must say that you have made quite a stay at Chickasaw much longer than I expected you would when you went there.  I am well  pleased to hear that you are so contented and that you like my  folks as well as you do.  I was surprised to hear that you have turned washer woman.  I was not aware that your circumstances were such as to compel you to do so.  I thought when I first read your letter that you meant that you were a going to help mother wash but after I had read it over several times I came to the conclusion that such was not the case for you said that you were at Em’s,  and if you were working for her I shall have to scold.  If she was unable to do her work there was no reason why she could not have hired a girl to have done it for her.  I never married you to make you a servant for any one and what is more you shall not be.  If when you are at Chickasaw you can assist mother I will not object so long you do not have a great deal to do.  But I do not want you to make it a practice of working for every one you visit for depends upon it Em will not think any more of you after you leave than she did before and when you are at home I expect you to help your mother as they are very good to give you a home while I am away and I know she will not allow you to do enough to injure you.
We have not heard from the boys of our company since they went out on the scout I spoke of in my last.  If they were successful in getting across the swamp they will not be back for a week longer.  
My diploma came all safe, who would not be a Mason.  Are you not proud to think your husband is. 
There is a report among the boys from Chickasaw that father is coming down here.  I do not credit the story however for I have not heard any thing about it and were it so I am confident that you would have told me.  I learned this morning that the money that we sent home went to Cedar Falls instead of Mc Gregor (?).  I am sorry that it did so as it will cause Charley to make a trip there expressly for it.  When had it went to McGregor he could have got it when he went for good.  Be sure you pay him the express charges and also for his trouble and send me the amount.  If your father wishes to use any of my money let him have what you do not need to use.  I enclose a list of those that sent money home so that in case the one I sent Charley failed to reach him he can have this to show who the money belongs to.  You need not give it to him unless the one I sent him did not reach him.  
We expect to receive another two months pay soon and in case we do I will send my money by letter instead of by express.
I was not April fooled either on the 1st of April but I thought of how nice you were a year or two ago, I should have been very glad to have had an opportunity to have repeated it again.  _______ think you would not have felt as bad about it as you did then do you think you would:  I am glad that you are contented to remain at home as it shows your good taste much better than to come down and stay at  a camp of 800 men who do not care any more for a woman’s feelings than they would for a  _____.  It is my opinion that some, that are here would not have come had they known how things were situated.
 I am getting quite well acquainted with Mrs. Hodnutt as she stays in the office most of the time through the day.  You must not think an office here has any resemblance to the County Office.  It is against the rules for any one to come in except on business and as soon as that is done to leave.  None but Commissioned are allowed except on very urgent business.  The Adjutant has resigned and I can now have the place permanently  if I wish for it.  I hardly know what I had better do about it.   I sometimes think I will accept  it and then I think that I had better let well enough alone and stay where I am.  It would have a great deal more to do and the pay is not much better. 
The boys that are left of our company are all well.  My health continues good although I am not so fleshy as I have been.  I looked for your letter of last Sunday this morning  last it come not.  
All the ladies have gone out into the country a riding to day.  Every thing is looking beautiful the trees are leafing out and all is like the 1st of June up there.  The weather is quite pleasant only a little cool of nights.  Yesterday it rained nicely which only helped to improve the beauties of nature. 
 I have not heard anything very late from down the river.  The _______  was that Hicks ____ was not nearer ____ than ever and probably would not be soon.  The boys have moved to their new barracks and feel quite grand to be under a board ______ _______ . 
 Are you not glad that I enlisted when I did for if I had not I would have had to have done so now or else been drafted and compelled to have went as a private.  I think Tyler (Taylor) and a number of others will wish that they had volunteered when we _____ do hope there will be a draft on purpose to see some of the  stay at home patriots have to help crush  this cruel rebellion.  They will find a vast difference between being a soldier and a stay at home grumbler because things do not move any faster.  I had thought that I had wrote all that I could this time and was a going to close but a thought struck me that I had better wait awhile and the result is I am the happy recipient of another letter from you and one from father and oh such good ones they made my heart swell with feelings of gratitude to think that I had two friends that remembered me so well and with such feelings of love. 
 I am so glad you enjoyed your visit, father praised you in almost every word that he wrote.  You must have tried very hard indeed to have won their affections so completely.  He said people treated you with a great deal of respect and were very careful about what they said.  He said that Mrs. W. and Co tried to m______ that you were in a “peculiar fix” and a few months would serve to show how wrong they were in their surmises.  But that they could not make people believe that you were as your looks did not how it.  I am very happy indeed to think that you are “all right” for were you not every one would say that was the cause  I married you.
I would write more but the room is very cold and I have no stove to build a fire in to warm it.
The boys returned this evening from their scout without accomplishing anything.  I am glad that I did not go along with them as they had a long dreary march for nothing.  But I must bid you good night for this time with  hopes that your head has stopped aching and that you are well and happy.  
I send you love and kisses without number.  I could cure you of your head ache were I there to hug and kiss you.
Again Adieu Sweet Wife and believe me  to be as ever
Your True and Loving 
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
04/15/63
Original: Susie Harris

Camp 38 Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo.
April 15-1863

Dear Kate
	I have but a moments time to write this evening for the paymaster is here and there is so much confusion and hurry about our pay rolls that I can not hardly get time to think.  We receive two months pay this time and I shall send you ______ the care of father.  One hundred and seventy five dollars by express via Cedar Falls.  I thought that it would be safer to send it in that way than by mail, as many of our company that did send in that way have never heard from it.  This will make it all  that I have sent you three hundred and twenty-five dollars.  If you do not want to use it let your father have what he wants to use or in case he does not want it have him loan it out where it will be perfectly safe so that I can get it when I come home.
I have sixty dollars left which will answer me until we are paid again. If not you can send me some.  
There is no news of importance in camp all are well and happy over their “Green Backs” 
I will write again soon and tell you all that I have omitted this time, until then adieu sweet wife as much as I have been away my love for you is as warm and true as when I left.
Good night with a kiss.
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
04/16/63
Original: Susie Harris
No. 5

Camp 38th Iowa Infantry
New Madrid, Mo.
April 16, 1863

Mrs Horace C Baldwin
New Hampton Iowa
	I wrote you a line last night telling you about the paymaster being here and that I was to busy to send you as long a one as I usually did.  But he has got through now and I will try and make up for what was lacking in that by sending you a good long answer to the one I received from you to day bearing date April 8th.  I send my money as I told you.  I should and if father does not need to use it he will send it to you.  I was very sorry to hear that there was so much sickness there this spring.  You must be very careful of yourself for I should feel bad if I should hear that you were sick and still worse to know that I could not come to you. And, should I lose you, I do not know what would become of me as you are all my pride and hope for future happiness.  How do you know there would have been a young man with wet eyes if he had not received a letter, did you ever see him when his eyes were wet with weeping and again how do you know that he would have made believe that he was. You know that he is very differently situated now compared with the way that he was when you knew him, and does not have a little panting girl at his side every evening to keep him in the paths of virtue.
The army is a hard place to place a man in and very few if any come out with the same views of life they entertained when they entered it.  I have not contracted any bad habits nor do I have any fears about my doing so,  as wise habits were to firmly fixed when I left home to be changed in  any shape.
It is now and always will be my intention to try and return with as good a manner as I left home with.  Although I fear that some will not think so for there are those at home that have tried and are still trying to break it down by circulation false stories.  I am so glad that the one they told for a reason that I married you has turned out as it has., as it will serve to show people that they will stoop to any thing for the purpose of prejudicing the minds of our friends against us.  I cared more for your name than I did for my own.  I have been sorely vexed over the lies that has been told and had I been where I could would have punished some of the originators of them in a manner that they would not have fancied, but the way things are working now their abuse will fall upon their own heads and your character will shine forth as bright or brighter than before the trial that it has been subjected to for the past six months.  It was my intention to have let the matter rested until I came home, but when I get to thinking about it I cannot help telling you what those thoughts are. Not because it is a pleasant subject but because you are the only one that I can reveal my mind to.  I shall not agree to any such arrangement as to have you stop sendingme two letters a week.  I was only joking and will send you a letter as often as possible.  Perhaps I cannot write as much when we leave here but you must not stop on that account.
T D Cotant has just told me that it was thought up there that S J Young did not leave altogether on the account of seeking employment.  He says that his wife wrote that  there was pretty good reason to believe that the amiable and virtuous “ Mrs Amelia” was somewhat to blame for his departure.  It hardly seems to me as though that could be although stranger things than that have happened.  You will remember that I always said that I did not think her such an angel as some did.  
Your present was a nice one indeed, but you forgot to tell me who it was for.  My folks have written pretty much all about your visit but in all their letters they speak of you in terms of the highest praise.  It makes me feel proud to hear it for above all others I wanted my people to like you.  I do not think of anything now that I want to ask about your visit.  
Another arrival  of officer’s wives is expected here by the first boat.  It looks quite homelike to see women around camp even if they are all married. ( You know that I have a decided preference for single ones) not having been married long enough to entirely forget them  it was quite amusing this evening at dress parade to see the white ladies come out all fixed up so nice at one end of the Regt and a about as many black ones at the other end who had come in with all their finery on to see the Regt  perform.  I have heard no late war news except that we are probably repulsed at Charleston and I presume that you hear more about that than we do.  The prospect of the war being bout to a close soon is not very flattering.  Lieut. Henry of Co. “B” arrived here yesterday from St. Louis where he has been for the past three months acting as assistant provost Marshall.  He says that there is no prospect of our leaving here soon unless there is a special call for us elsewhere.  We are as hearty as usual.
Geo. Cook is getting well rapidly.  I believe that I have written every thing of importance for this time.  I have just told the Col. that I would not accept of the Adjuntansy.
Good night and pleasant dreams dear Kate and believe me to be as ever your own true and affectionent husband.
I send love and kisses as usual
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
04/17/63
Original: Susie Harris

New Madrid Mo
April 17-1863

Dear Katie
      I am sitting a lone this evening and I thought I would drop a line to let you know what important event had transpired here to day.  The expected arrival of Officer’s wives  reached this port to day at 2 o’clock. and such a time of hugging and kissing you can imagine better than I can describe.  Mrs Tinkham was one among the number.  She having changed her mind after she wrote to him that she was not coming.  He was absent over the river when she came and did not return until a few moments ago.  She has been as uneasy as a fish out of water all the afternoon because he was not here.  I presume you can guess the cause for her being so.  She did not know me when she saw me(so she said)  “but maybe I believe it, and again maybe I dont”.  She has however been very sociable since she found out who I was.  She looks very poor and thin, and as though she had been poorly sta__ with,  She wanted to know why I did not have you come down and I told her that I did not wish to have you come and if I did you were not acquainted with any one that was coming and I feared you would not have got along very well.  She said that you might have come with her as well as not.  I had a great mind to tell her that I did not wish to have her degrade herself so much as to stoop to travel with a half witted woman and one that was so awful homely.  I have not seen any of the other ladies yet.  When I do I will tell you they look & act.  I have just heard that Jonas A Rice contracted the small pox while he was at St. Louis after Simpson.  If so I fear there will be a serious time among the inhabitants of that place.  Oh Kate if you should have it I know not what I should do.  To well do I know the terrible disease to rest contented until I know you are safe.  If you have not been vaccinated when you receive this.  Go without a moments delay and have it done. for in case the disease should reach New Hampton and you should have it.  You will not be apt to have it so hard.  Be very careful of yourself and do not go where it is or where it has lately been, I shall not rest easy until I know you are entirely safe and be sure and write often and tell whether there is any danger or not for my pet is to dear to me now to have anything happen to her.  
There is no news in camp, everything moves on with the same daily routine.  
You must not call this a letter just a line and be sure you pay attention to the advice I gave you, if you dont, Oh I shall scold ever so hard
With a kiss good night dearest one and my best wishes for your health and happiness
Ever yours
Horace

Saturday morn-
	Mrs T looks as though she had passed a very happy night last night!  I presume she did, who would not had they been similarly situated
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
04/19/63
Original: Susie Harris
Letter No55

Camp 38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid mo
April 19-1863

Dear Kate
	It is now bed time but I am agoin to write you a letter if I have to sit up all night.  What do you suppose I have been doing to day.  I bet you a dollar you can’t guess; do you give it up?  well then I’ll tell you providing that you will agree to not get mad, or scold or cry or feel bad; Well if you do I’ll  never tell you anything again.  So give me a kiss to seal the bargain and come and sit by me and I’ll commence.  This morning Mrs Tinkham decided that she must have a horse back ride, and as her husband was to be officer of the day of course he could not go and so she picked upon me for an escort of course I could not refuse and I at once set about making the necessary preparations by first finding the horses and next the side saddle, all of which I succeeded in doing but would not on the horses had I not been on intimate terms with Col Hodnutt and persuaded him to let me take his.  The next thing I did was to black my boots and put on my fancy clothes and at about 10 o’clock reported ready at her door.  We left camp in splendid style and went down the river ten miles to Point Pleasant where we stopped at the house of a Doctor Bronnell (a real nice place) and got our dinners, after we had finished we took a stroll through one of the finest door yards I ever saw.  Every thing was looking lovely after the  rain that fell last night and I tell you we enjoyed it- -
The yard was decorated with many species of ornamental trees, all looking beautiful in their new spring dress.  While flowers were springing up at almost every step many of which were almost ready to send forth their blossoms and a few that had already done so at this early period of the year.  After Mrs. Tinkham had selected enough for a neat bouquet we adjourned to the excellent orchard of our host where we beheld apple trees in full bloom. Peach  and prune trees with any amount of little ones starting.  Grape vines grew in abundance and cherry and plum trees were plenty besides now  and then a fig tree.  Strawberries as every other berry that can be thought of was there in great quantities take it all in all it was a little the nicest garden and orchard I ever saw.
After seeing all that was to be seen we returned to the house, which furnished in splendid style, a grand old piano occupied one corner of the sitting room and every thing else was in corresponding style; about three o’clock we started home where we arrived safely about sun down, I never have enjoyed myself as much since our arrival here
She was very sociable and agreeable and had she been a single woman or I an unmarried man you might expect to hear of there being an engagement in the 38th but as it was nothing was said on that score that would make either you or Tinkham jealous, when we came home you may go as much with him.  You must not think that you were forgotten dear for I often wished to myself that it was you in the place of Mrs. Tinkham that was by my side.  It makes me feel bad to see other women here and not you, and then I think it is all for the best as it is for I don't believe you would like to come, could you only know how things are managed here, I believe that I love you as well as any one that has a woman here, but I don't think it would be showing my love by bringing you down here.  your kind letter of the 11th ____ was awaiting my return and was read with feelings of love and gratitude.  Mrs. Cotant would do wonders if she was situated as you are no doubt but thank the lord she is not and cannot be.  I am glad to hear that the health of that part of the country is improving.  I have been a little uneasy about you for fear that you would catch the disease.  You must be very careful my precious one for when I return I shall want to find my pet well and hearty and looking as good as when last I saw her. 
There is some very good looking women in camp and some that are homely enough to frighten a man out of his senses. Mrs Capt Harris of Harmond (?)Co is called the best looking one in camp.  She has a babe with her that does not look to be more than two months old.  All are dressed in good style; I presume many of them used all their means in fixing up to come.  Mrs Capt Rogers dresses the best of any of them.  her husband is wealthy and she can afford it.  Mrs Hodnutt dresses in good taste but does not have every thing as nice as Mrs Rogers.
I received a letter from Charlie Mc to night asking what was to be done with the money sent him by the boys awhile ago.  I sent him a list to whom it was to be paid before the money was started but the mail from here was robbed about that time and I presume the letter was among the number lost.  I sent you another list some days ago which you will give to him so that he can distribute the money.  I will write to him in the morning and tell him all about it.  Be sure and pay him the express charges and also what he charges for his trouble and send me the amount.
 There is no war news since I wrote last.  Our company is in good health at present.
Coles discharge papers were not approved at St Louis and so he will have to wait awhile before he goes home, he is ordered to St Louis where the Surgeon  General will either discharge him or set him at work in the hospital.
We can not go north. Who ever told you that we could was mistaken.  I don’t remember saying anything about there being a mark or writing in the book sent you. But I am getting tired and sleepy and must bid you good by for this time.  I will write often and tell you all that is going on in camp.  If I have written anything that hurts your feelings please forgive as you hope to be forgiven for I have not_____ it on purpose
With a kiss adieu sweet wife
Affectionality your 
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
04/26/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 57

Camp 38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo.
April 26th 1863

My  Dearest Wife
	Your letter of the 15th just came to hand last Thursday evening and I have delayed answering until now in hopes that something would turn up by which I could get hold of an item or two of news that would make a letter a little more interesting than mine have been of late.  But the longer I wait the less there is to write and I will try and make the best of what I have and if the letter lacks interest why you may but it without reading and lay the blame to my ignorance in not knowing how to get up an acceptable one.  I have been engaged all the forenoon in writing to mother and now that I have finished I am ashamed to send her the letter.  I was in hopes to have received a letter from you this morning but as yet no boat has made its appearance.  It has rained all the morning and every thing in camp appears dull and lifeless.  The clouds are beginning to break away a little now and it looks as though it was a going to clear off.  If I could only be at home with you I should be happy on such a day.  I can imagine myself lying upon the lounge in the sitting room teasing you as I used to do and I can see you pout and scold if I didn’t come in and stay all the while with you when you knew all the time I would plague you if I did and then again I can see you with tearful eyes at the window watching me get Jim ready preparatory to starting home.  What a silly little puss you were to feel so bad about it as long as there was plenty of other young men who would have given almost anything for one of your smiles.  But those days are past and it shall now be my aim to make your life as pleasant and full of smiles as possible.  
The war news from down the river is pretty cheering and if true will help the cause of the Unionists greatly.  Our gun boats run past Vicksburg without much difficulty now and it is said that they have destroyed or silenced many of the Rebel Batteries between there and Port Hudson.  There is also a report that the rebels have evacuated Vicksburg.  But I do not think there is a great deal of reliance to be placed in the story.  The Rebels under General Marmaduke and Price are again threatening this part of Missouri.  Their main force has passed to the west of us and are now threatening Pilot Knob, Bloomfield and Cape Girardeau.  It is said that they have a force of from twelve to twenty thousand.  Our forces are as large to oppose them and I think able to send them back to Arkansas faster than they came up.  There is a force of some twelve hundred extra camped across the swamp from this place under Colonel Jeffries.  We do not know whether they intended on attacking us or not.  There is nothing to hinder them doing so for the water has gone down so that they can cross the swamp without any difficulty.  It is only twenty miles to where they are.  We would attack them if we had cavalry but the way that we are it would be useless for they are mounted and could have every advantage and perhaps we might get whipped and that you know would not sound good.  We are ready if they want to attack us and willing to show them what the 38th can do.  Small bands of rebels are now on this side of the swamp roving around no doubt to see how we are placed and what their chances would be should they attack us.  Two men from Co. “E” were out yesterday afternoon turkey hunting and came upon a party of 15 mounted men.  They hid themselves until the rebels were out of sight and then made for camp as fast as possible not caring to hunt turkeys in a neighborhood where rebels were so plenty.  Colonel Hodnutt keeps mounted men out on all the roads leading into camp so that there will be no chance for the rebels to surprise us. 
 There was quite a time among some of the women in camp last night.  The story got around that the rebels were surely coming in and that we would be attacked before morning, and it frightened some of them so bad that they would not go to bed at all and they sit up all night expecting every moment to hear the sound of guns.  They say that they will start for home by the first boat that goes up the river and never again go into a camp where there is danger of an attack from the enemy.  Mrs Hodnutt starts home by the first boat not because that she is afraid but because she has got tired of camp life.  One woman from Dacorah has been sick ever since she came here and does not get any better.  I am of the opinion that when they get home the most of them will be content to remain there for all of coming to a soldiers camp again.  There are things done here every day that would shock the feelings of any modest woman that is if they had any modesty about them.  Yet strange to say there are some that do not seem to care anything about it and would probably be willing to follow the Regt. wherever it goes.  I am very glad that I did not have you come down.  I am much obliged to you for your praise and will always try and live so that you shall have no cause to change your mind. 
 You can lay those socks aside that you have been knitting for me and I will wear them when I come home.  Those kisses that you sent must have dropped out before you finished your letter for I have looked it over real often and can’t find them.  A pretty girl you are to put kisses in a letter on Sunday and allow them to remain there until Thursday and then think that they would be there when it reached me.  I want _______ send you any more unless you do better.
The boys from New Hampton are all well as are the balance of the boys from other parts of the county.  George Cook is alive yet but no better.  I am as well as usual but not so fleshy.  You surely must have good keeping to grow so fast or perhaps there is another cause.  “It is about time you know”  We have been married almost seven months  and it only wants two months more and if what Mrs W and some more of her friends say is true it does not want that much time.  I am waiting patiently to see which one of them is true. although in my opinion Mrs. W. is correct.  
Tom Cotant and Barron are as mad as wet hens because I won’t take the Adjutant and let them be promoted.  Johnston is mad also but I do not know what about.  He goes around telling the boys that there was a great secret in my marrying you and that he knows what it is.  He says that I would not have it known for anything but that if I don’t take the Adjt. he will tell them all what it is.  You know him well enough to judge what kind of a man he is and that he wants to make believe he knows a great deal when really he don’t know anything.  The trouble with him is that he wants a vacancy made in the Co. so that he can have a chance to be appointed corporal again.  What he says does not trouble me any and I had just as soon that he would tell all that he knows as not.
The weather is quite warm and most of the time pleasant.  I do not think there is any prospect of our leaving here soon.  Tom had said all along that his wife had taken the school in Jacksonville instead of the one that she has.  I think that she missed it in taking any this summer but as it is none of my business I shant complain.  I believe that I have  wrote all for this time and will draw my scribbling to a close with love and no kisses.  I bid you good bye.  Be a good girl and keep in good spirits and believe me to be as ever own true and loving husband
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
04/28/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 58

Camp 38th Iowa Vol. Infty
New Madrid, Mo.
April 28- 1863

Dearest Kate
	 It is with the greatest of pleasure that I seat myself to answer your welcome long and loving letter of the 18th.  I never received one from you that gave me greater pleasure.  Surely you must have done your best to see how good a one you could get up and I think that you succeeded admirably.  I have read it over and over again and every time I can find some new thing to meditate upon.  I dreamed of you all night last night and oh such pleasant ones as they were.  I thought I came home and surprised you and as soon as you had recovered you almost smothered me with kisses besides many more of equally as pleasing a mature my love for you increases every day and could I only see you I think there would be no room left for you to doubt it.  You are always in my thoughts when my mind is not occupied with business.  Even picturing to my self that happiness that we shall enjoy when I return.  I needed this separation to develop my love.  I have no idea had we of been permitted to have always been together that we should either know how much we loved each other.  You ask if I am sorry that I chose as I did.  I answer no but am truly thankful that I did and were it to do over again I would not hesitate a moment to choose between you and any other girl of my acquaintance I am proud to call you by the dear name of wife.  I know that I should not have been as contented and happy as I am had I not married you.  There would have been that old affair hanging over my head that would had to have been settled when I came home and the result would probably have been the same so far as the talking and abusive part was concerned.  And as it is now it will all be over  with before I get back perhaps your trials have been greater than they would have been had I been there but I think that it has all been for the best at any rate.  I hope so.  I am very sorry indeed that it has caused you so much pain but the only way that I can atone for it now is by living so that you may never have course again to be sorry or blush to have me called your husband.  As to your question about the girls that I have seen I shall beg to be excused from telling you any thing about them until I see you for there is so much to say that I could not write one half and besides I had rather not tell any thing until I can tell all.  I’ll say this and say truly that I have not seen one that I could love as well as I do  you.
Mrs Hodnutt and five other ladies left for home yesterday all perfectly happy I suppose. Mrs Tinkham is still here not being satisfied yet.  I should think” that is If I am any judge” that she had better be elsewhere for certain dark streaks under her eyes speak volumes to me, (so much for being a man of a family) She carries her head very high and tries to put on a great deal of style but after all she is only that “Drunken Captains wife as some of the men in  the Regt. say,”
Colonel Hughes returned to day from St. Louis.  He brings word that this place is to be evacuated as government does not consider it worth holding.  We are to leave but he does not know where we are to go.  There is some ground for hope that we may go up the river to Cape Girardeau or perhaps St. Louis.  If not there I do not know where unless to  Vicksburg.  I had rather not go down the river but my wishes do not rule the Regt.  The 4th Missouri Cavalry came down the river this morning to help us hold this place in case the rebels were meditating an attack upon it but as there was no such a probability they left this afternoon for up the river.  The rebels attacked Cape Girardeau last Saturday but were repulsed by our forces and compelled to retreat.  Yesterday we heard heavy firing away to the west which leads us to suppose that our forces were following up their victory and that the rebels were suffering severely to pay them for their rashness in visiting this part of Missouri again.
Barrow and Cotant are in a peck of trouble to night for they know that the  General will select an Adjutant tomorrow and that unless they can make me take it their show for promotion is gone for the present at any rate.  They are doing every thing in their power to make me go but the more they do the firmer it fixes me in my mind not to go. 
 I knew that  Mrs. Cotant and Johnston must be very thick by the way their husbands act.  Do they do or say anything against you if so I want you to tell me.  You done right in not taking any thing from Mrs Simpson for the use of the money you loaned her.  You must be getting quite a nice little sum if you have got all that I have sent.  Be sure and send me the amount that you have to pay McCullen for his trouble and express charges so that the boys here can pay me. 
 I would like to be where I could steal a few kisses from your lips as I used to I am a little afraid that unless I come home pretty soon there will  so many gather there that some body else will be plucking them won’t they.  If you do let even one go I will kiss every girl I see to pay for it.  You say that you bet a dollar that you know what I dressed up for.  I bet you don’t.  I guess I knew your character full as well as any one that dare talk about you and so long as I am satisfied I do not see why they should complain. 
 It has rained this afternoon and tonight it thundered and rains.
All the boys are as well as when I last wrote, George Foreman has been quite sick but is much better now..
I received a letter from father  bearing the same date as yours.   All were well there .  You will not get my letters as regular after we leave here and if you do not you must not scold or feel bad for I shall write every opportunity and try and keep you posted of our doings and whereabouts but it is late and I must close.  I intended to have written you a real long one this time but my stock of news has failed.  I will write a little in the morning.

Wednesday Morning
	Kate
	E.H. Ellis of our company starts home on furlough in a few moments and I will send this by him as you will get it much sooner than by mail.  All are well this morning.  Good bye dearest one.  I wish it was me instead of Ellis that was going home.  With love and kisses oh so many. I remain as  ever 
Your own loving
Horace

Oh yes that kiss for Phebe Baldwin’s boy come all night
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/01/63
Original: Susie Harris
No. 59

Camp 38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo
May 1st- 1863

Dearest Kate
	As I have nothing to do for an hour or two I will devote that much time to you my pet instead of lying around and doing nothing.  It is no hardship for me to write to you as it is one of the most pleasant ways that I have of passing off a lonesome hour.  Your welcome letter of the 22nd of last month came to hand yesterday morning before I was up.  It found me enjoying as good health as usual.  I think you are improving greatly on the length as well as in the composition and spelling of your letters.  I am glad to note the change, hope you may continue to improve not wishing to have you think that I am finding fault with the ones that I have received heretofore, as they have all been real good ones. But it does me good to see that you know enough to learn  “although you are but half witted”. I believe that I had assumed that you would be so, as to have you as smart as the one that said you were.
I sent you a letter by Ellis of Bradford which you will have received err this reaches you.  I did not understand by your letters whether you paid McCullen the whole charges on the money sent him or only the charges on that sent you.  The boys have paid me and if you did not pay for them I want to know it, so that I can pay the money back to them. Please inform me in your next all about it.
Surely you should not be surprised at my sending you money for you are the only banker that I have. Some of the Officers do not send their money to their wives for fear they will spend it all extravagantly.  But I have no such fear of you I want you to use enough to keep as well or a little better clothed than any around there and for anything else you may need.  I think it best to take care of money now that we are young and able to work, for we may always be so and even should we be a few dollars _____ be will do no harm. “It will do for the children you know”.
I see on reading your letter again that I was wrong in saying that you were washing for Em.  Please forgive me for being so hasty and I’ll be more careful in the future.  Of course it is right for you to assist mother a little when you are there and your mother a good deal for you know you are there all the while and must do enough to pay your board.  
I had a real laughing spell when I read that part of your letter telling about Young and Amelia being men together.  How did you suppose that I was to know what you meant.  I could only guess at it and the conclusion that I at last came to was that they must have had a fight.  There was no other thing that I could think of for Young was always a nice modest man when I was there, and used to feel very bad because I was so cruel as to make believe that I loved you when he knew I did not, and want to say that it would ruin your reputation, and then to think that the virtuous and talented Mrs Amelia was guilty of any thing that would be considered wrong was not to be thought of.  You know that every one said that she was a perfect pattern of propriety while all the while she was for playing with her- well no matter what and unless that I am mistaken she did before she ever was married.  I always had my suspicions and after Bovel (?) got the mitten he told me some things that went to prove that  there was some truth in them.  You know that I always had my eyes and ears open and saw and heard many things that was not intended for me, but I cannot tell you what they were now, but  will when I come home.  
I long to see you for I have so many things to tell you that I cannot write one half of them. Enough to keep me talking for a month steady when I come home I am agoing to do nothing else but talk to you until I make up for what time I have lost by being away.  I am real glad that we are married on that account for we will not be bothered sparking now.  I never liked to do it any how, did you.
 We do not stay in the barracks with the men.  Green and I have a room partitioned off from one exit and Tinkham has a “Shebang” (as the boys say I built by itself.) The weather is quite warm through the day but the nights are damp and chilly.  We have no stove for our room there being none to be had.  The way that we warmed our tent last winter was by digging a hole in the ground with a trench to it and cover the trench with sheet iron and dirt and then building a fire in the hole, our barracks having a floor prevents our fixing them so.
There has been nothing further said or done about our leaving here, since I wrote before.  There is no certainty about our leaving all depends upon whether Government decides to abandon this place or to hold it in case of the latter we will stay some time.  We have no particular desire to either go down or up the river unless they will let up keep on after we start and go home.  Gov says there is nothing said about there being a draft made, you see if there is not before long if something is not done pretty soon to show that there is some prospect of the war being closed soon.  All the old Regiments are greatly reduced many of them to less than one half of their original numbers and some of the new ones are no better.  Our Regt. has more men fit for duty than any other I saw (?) Regt (?) in the field.  The number for duty this morning being over seven hundred.  There are very few sick and none dangerous except George Cook of our company who is far past all hope of recovery.  His people sent a man for him who arrived yesterday morning.  But he came to late to take him home as any attempt to move him even on his bed would cause him to scream with pain.  Surgeon Hart says that he will not live two days longer.  Mrs Tinkham has been down to see him once since she came.  She says that she went to school with him two winters and that his folks live only a little ways from where she does.  If it were you and one of your acquaintances was similarly situated I should call you a hard hearted woman if you did not go to see him at least once a day that is if he wished to have you come and see him, but I presume what she does is right and proper for she is not so unfortunate as to be half witted and homely.  Green and Barron and others are frequently invited into their room, but I have never been.  I suppose because I lack sense and beauty, two essential things in the estimation of some, I wonder why poverty is not mentioned among other qualities.  I think it would fit about as well as the other failings.  Her sense, looks and money are as near  equal as it is possible for any thing to be- for she is not possessed of either. 
But I have wrote enough on that subject and will drop it.  It makes me mad every time I think of her words and many a time I have to bite my lips to prevent saying my thoughts.
I have nothing in the news line to tell you this time.  The Rebels have not troubled us yet.  They got so handsomely whipped at Cape Girardeau last Sunday that I think they will not want to try another battle soon.  I presume that you see accounts about our being in the fight and in danger all of which is false as we have not been away from here nor the rebels within twenty miles.  Every thing seems to be assuming a more cheering appearance and there seems to be a disposition among our leading men to do some thing, even if it is at the eleventh hour, reports all center in saying that we are slowly gaining ground at Vicksbury and that a hard battle must soon follow or the rebels will be compelled to “skedaddle”. Our army is also in motion again at the Potomac which will serve to turn the attention of the rebels there.
While Rosecrans is stirring them up in Fernesce(??) and our _____ forces are ready for a strike upon Charleston or some other point on the coast, and while they are thus called upon to defend different points it is time to pitch in and take some of them for the rebels surely have  not a sufficient force to guard them all. 
 I ________ that S A Woods would be better after he went home, who wouldn’t if they had as good a chance to doctor themselves, I know that I should, The next ______ that we will probably hear from him will be that he has gone _________ the “Infantry Service”.  
The New Hampton Boys are as well as usual.  You must be very careful of yourself now that there is much sickness.  It would grieve me badly to hear that anything was the matter with you.  But I must close for today as it is time for me to go to work.
Give my respects to you father and mother.  Tell the former that our battery arrangement has all g_________ and that I shall not come home to recruit for it.  
Of course I want to come home Kate but so long as there is no chance or hope of the war closing soon I have not thought it now while to be telling when I would come, as the boys have done.  But good _____  _____.
You surely cannot complain about this being a short letter if it does lack sense.  I say shame on you for sending me a kiss that was all dried up before it got here.  Always keep it fresh or _____ for you
With love as usual I am as ever your own true and devoted
Horace
“All well this Saturday Morning”
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/04/63
Original: Susie Harris
No. 60

Camp 38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid Mo
May 4- 1863

Katie E Baldwin
My Loving Bride
	It is raining hard this evening and for the sake of having something to do I will write a few lines to you.  Not because I think you are in any way deserving of having me use my time in such a manner, for I do not; as I have not had a letter from you for almost a week and during that time I have wrote three to you.  There has not been a mail boat down the river since Saturday which perhaps may account for my not getting one from you, at any rate I am willing to think so until one comes and then if I do not get a letter you may look out for such a scolding as you never had.  You are mine now you know and I have a right to scold as much as I please, I have not got to coax and pet you as I used to have to do to get you to say that you loved me and when I want a kiss all I have got to say is Mrs Baldwin I command you, and you will have to obey, for am I not your __ege border and is it not your duty to do as I say.  I am getting pretty well used to giving commands so that I shall not be at a loss to know how to begin when I get home.  You ought to have known before you married me that I would be cross and abuse you and that your life would be one of trouble for did not some of your very particular friends tell you and warn you not to do so for I was a perfect tyrant and would misuse you in every way. And did not one of them say that she would rather give a thousand dollars than have me marry one of her girls.  Well it is good enough for you it will learn you to believe what people say next time.  I would I could be where you are to night I would run the risk of our quarreling and then how happy we would be.  I could tell you so much that I cannot write.  It seems to me as though I had been away a year at least.  I try to picture to myself how you looked when last I saw you at the sitting room window, oh how I pictured you then,  It was all that I could do to keep up a cheerful appearance.  But I knew it would not do to give away to my feelings and I buried my grief in my breast that you might not have greater cause for feeling bad by seeing me down hearted., I do not want to go through another parting if I can help it.  I would give almost anything to see you could I be allowed to remain, but I do not want to come home and be compelled to come back again. 
I know you will say this is a poor and uninteresting letter  but I can’t help for I cannot make things happen on purpose to get hold of news to write.
The rebels won’t come near enough to give us a chance to have a fight with them.  If they would I could maybe find something to write about .
Col Hughes says that he is not a going to wait much longer for them to attack us.  But will cross the swamp and follow them up.
 Do you know whether  Ramens(?) has resigned.  We heard sometime ago that he had but I have not heard whether he was at  home or not.
What has become of the courier.  We sent $10.50 subscription money for it and have never seen a courier since or heard of the money.  We get the Dubuque Daily Times regular twice a week and sometimes oftener.  
Father wrote to me that Bosworth had got back.  What is he doing, does he come up to New Hampton as often as he used to.  Is my fancy Mrs Julius Arnold there yet.  It so does she look as well as usual.  You see I want to know for I am agoing to try and trade with Julius when I come home.  I have looked for a letter from her for a long time but  di__il the one do I get.  
The New Hampton boys are all as well as usual excepting Geo Foreman, he has been ailing for about a week and is now in the hospital.  He never can endure the hardships of a soldiers life and the sooner he is discharged the better.  The Col says that he shall be soon,
Bill Cole has gone to St Louis to be either discharged or retained as a hospital nurse as the surgeon may decide.  I think that it will be the latter for there is nothing to hinder him from doing the duties easily:  Strange as it may appear to you Cook is yet alive.  It is surprising to us all to see him keep alive so long.  He has been thought to be dying two or three different times and would send for a man to come and pray for him.  
Mrs.T. is still here, the more I see her the worse I dislike her.  If anything happens that I don't return, I want you to promise that you will not go to see her nor ask her to come and see you, and father feels the same.  
But I am getting sleepy and must go to bed, I am ashamed to send so poor a letter, but I promise to make up for what it lacks in my future ones,
Be a good girl for my sake and write as often as you have done.  I do not know how much longer we shall remain here, but I think not a great while.
Adieu sweet wife and believe me to be as ever your true and loving husband
Horace

I put a kiss inside of this ___ so that it wont lose out (here it is)  (hope and save)
(Happiness)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/08/63
Original: Susie Harris

Camp of 38th Iowa Infty
New Madrid Mo.
May 8th 1863

Mrs H. C. Baldwin
	At the request of our friend Horace I will address you a few lines that you need not be needlessly alarmed by any rumor that may reach you from other sources concerning his present illness.  We ___ and even have every reason to believe that it is only temporary. A mere accident, the effects of which will soon disappear.  While engaged in ball playing at about 10 in the morning of 6th ______ he was unfortunately injured by coming in contact with another person- both endeavoring to catch the ball- but not observing each other.
Horace was severely stunned for sometime.  His face striking the others shoulder, but escaped any bruise nose  and slight scratches on his rather unfortunate nose.
Medical assistance was promptly at hand and he has received more attention that the kinship of our surgeon and his comrades can render, he is now improving rapidly and quite free from pain, but owing to physical  pros____ and ____ by the severe blow as well as by the  ____ of blood extra clod by the surgeon he does not think it prudent to write to you.  ______ _______ but will very shortly, still he desired you to hear from him directly and to give your self no _________  _______ in regard to his condition.  Believe me, my dear lady, we all esteem your husband too highly to neglect any thing that would add to his comfort or assist in his recovery.  The accident is deeply regretted by all.
I think Horace will be able in a few days to write you more fully of his misfortune but if his health should not justify the___________ we will see that you are posted daily-fully and correctly in regard to him
Very Respectly yours
O.H. Clause,

Mrs H. C. Baldwin,

Kate 
	You will see by reading the foregoing letter I have been severely hurt, but am now much better.  I am sitting up a little while and it does not tire me at all.  I am to much to write much to day, but will write you a good long letter on Sunday.
Dont be alarmed about me for I am in no danger and a few days rest and quiet will make me new as ever.
With a kiss 
Good By
Horace 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/12/63
Original: Susie Harris
No 62

Camp 38th Iowa Vol Infty
New Madrid Mo
May 12-1863

Dearest Kate
	As I am feeling pretty well to day and am rather lonesome for something to do.  I will sit down and have a little chat with you, just to tell you that I am almost over the effects of my injury.  My head is free from all pain and save a slight mark on my nose there is nothing left to show that anything had been wrong with me.  I am still quite weak but that I do not mind for I have a good appetite and can soon regain all my lost strength.  I have thought of you and have many a time since I was hurt.  I do not think that I should have cared how long it took me to get well if I could have only been at home and had you for a nurse.  I often pictured to myself the happiness I should have enjoyed lying in the sitting room with you ever by my side to have attended  to my wants- I would not have objected to your holding my head as I used to do- and I would have laid real still and not have jumped up and run away when you left the room on purpose to plague you- Oh I was a real bad boy to act so when you were so good- But I did not know how to appreciate your many acts of kindness then as I shall now if I am fortunate enough to get back.
My absence will be a good school for me and learn me many things that I did not know when I left home- It will learn me the value of a true and noble  womans love and that so long as I am the possessor of it not to abuse it as I fear I have done many a time- I am  very well aware that there are but few women that would have born my treatment of you as you did- I can’t think why I was so mean.  When you asked me anything about the way I acted I never gave you a satisfactory answer but would always turn it off in some way so as to avoid having you know how matters stood and it was about the same with Miss T.- she used to question me fully as much as you did but I never gave her any more satisfactory answer than I did you- I do not feel so bad about her though for she and her friends used every art in their power to compel me to marry her when I never loved her as I loved you- and you never tried (so you say) to have me love you.  I will tell you all about my going there after we were married so that you can judge for yourself whether I  deserve to be shot.  I went there about 6 o'clock in the evening and found Miss T. and her mother and Mrs W. there- after a few moments they asked me why I stayed at  New Hampton so long and I told them that it was because I could not get through with my business any sooner- which you know was the truth.  Mrs W. then said that report had it that I had married you- I told her that perhaps it might be so- but that it would not always do to believe every thing she heard- and that was all that was said about our marriage.  About 8 o’clock Mrs W. and her mother went to bed and left Miss T. and me alone.  She came and sit down by me and began talking about going up to St. Cloud- Of course I re_____ the matter all that I dared (for good reasons you know) I also told her that I did not think that I should ever marry her- she asked me why- and I told her that I hardly know why myself (which was a lie) and she then said that she had thought so for a long time- I staid until half past nine and then went home telling her that I would come and see her in the morning if I had time (which of I knew I should not have)  The picture and ring story I told you about in my last and now that I have told you all I want you to tell me what you think and all about it- I have pretty good reasons for believing that the letters that Abe revels are 
Same that are  gotten up expressly for the  purpose and not the ones that I sent her.
Do you hear anything more about my being sued for breach of promise.  I don’t care if they do for I have no property that they can touch- for Katie E. B. owns everything now.  I have been a little afraid that you would hear that I was worse hurt than I really was and that you would take it into your way ward little head that no one could take care of me but you and that you would come down here which you ought not to do as this time of the year and must never do unless I send for you.  It is a hard place for a woman and I hope to never see mine here- not but that I love her as well as the men do that love theirs here, but because I love her to much to want her to put up with the insults and privations that she would have to undergo should she  come.  Mrs Tinkham is still here, she says that she does not know how long she will remain-  Its just suits her here to have nothing to do and some one to cook for her, and I presume she will stay as long as she can- Her home has no charms for her now that she is such a great lady as a drunken Captains wife-  It is all very pleasant now so long as they have plenty of money but let the war close and they have to work for their board and clothes and they will find it very different for my part I had much rather endure the privations now and when I come home have something to live upon and take my comfort then-had not you- yes you say- I know you will- I am careful not to waste a cent unnecessarily for I want to be able when I come home to take the world more easy than I have done since you knew me- I want money enough to get a snug little home and to fix it up in good style and then I believe we can be happy oh so happy- I sometimes think that I will be a farmer and then again that I will be a merchant- and still again that I won’t do anything but live on the interest of my money- If I had my pay for the last two months I could send you enough to make with what you have and what is owing to me there about sixteen hundred dollars, which is quite a snug little sum-
 We heard this morning that Richmond was taken and that General Hooker was giving the rebels a terrible battle-- if true it is good news and will be a great step towards ending the war-
General Grant is getting the better of the Rebels at Vicksbury and every thing to day would seem to say that the war is about ended- but the news tomorrow may dash all such bright hopes away and therefore we dare not rejoice
Every thing is quiet here- nothing here been said about our leaving here since I last wrote- our company is in good health with one or two exceptions- Edgar Nutting is very low the Doctor says that the chances of his getting well are very slim- He lived at Haston(?) near Mrs T.-  I have heard that he was an old lover of hers- she has been down to see him once since he has been sick-
George Foreman keeps about the same unless he gets a discharge before long I do not think.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/18/63
Original: Rollin Olds
No 64

Camp 38th Iowa Vol Infantry
New Madrid Mo
May 18- 1863

Dearest Kate
	I am acting as Officer of the Day to day and as there is not much to do I will write a line to you to tell you that I am feeling first rate, better than I have at any time since that I was hurt-  To see me you could not tell that anything had been wrong with me except that I am still a little paler than is usual my face is whiter than it was last summer.  So you can form some thing of an idea how it looks.  I have lost twenty pounds in flesh during the time.  I do not miss that as I was to fleshy to have stood the warm weather well.  
I have no new  news of importance to write this time as there has not a sensation item occurred that I am aware of since I last wrote.  Every thing seems to be at a stand still just now both in and out of the army.  We would all be glad to have the war closed so that we could return to the loved ones at home.  There is never a day passes but that I think of you and of the happiness we would enjoy could I be at home with you.  I am so thankful that I married before I came away- I know that I could not and would not have been as contented as I am now if I had not-  I have something to live for now and that serves to keep me from indulging in many a thing that I probably should were it not for you.  I should have continued to have loved you had I not married you for I was under deep obligations to you for many acts of kindness.  But then my love would not have been the deep strong and pure love that it is now-  I sometimes think that I am not deserving of so good a girl’s love as you are and then again I think if I am not I will live so that I shall be.  I am well satisfied and was long ago that your heart was all my own and that you would probably never see another person that you could love as well-  I am well aware that I did not appreciate you as I should have done after you done for me as you did and risked so much.  But my eyes are now open to the great debt I owe you and it shall be one great aim of my life to make you as pleasant and happy a one as it is in my power to do- How strange a thing the human heart is.  I could not have believed when I first came to board at your house that in less than four years that the bashful girl that waited upon me at the table would be my wife and that I would think more of her than life itself.  How things have changed since then.  You from the school girl to a married, sedate and dignified woman, and I from boyhood to manhood and to be your husband-  Are your friends satisfied with your choice or do they think that you could have done better- I gave Tyler a photograph to send to some of your eastern friends this morning-  he said that they had heard a great deal about me and wanted to see whether I looked as they supposed I did.  I wish that we could have ours taken together and send to them.  When  I come home we will.  Are you not glad that you are my wife.  I do not believe that you would have been as happy single as you are now.  Some say that I was foolish to marry and come away and leave you.  I do not think that you would have married another man, at any rate not for love for your heart was to fully mine to have ever loved another. 
 I was talking with Mrs Tinkham this morning and I told her that if it had not been for “Shoulder Stripes” I never could have got you- as you refused to have me until I came home with them on-  She did not like it ___ know for she knew I was saying it on purpose to let her know that I knew all about her saying that she would never marry Tinkham until he wore them-  They both treat me differently than they did- Tinkham told Green that he was agoing to use me well now if I would him.  It has been through  feelings of jealously that he did miss use me and I guess he has found out that it makes no difference as I am able to hold my own.  They both disliked me because the Colonel and I were on such good terms- and Tinkham done every thing in his power to make a fuss between us- and so one day the Colonel asked him what his reasons were for treating me so- He wanted to know if I neglected my duty or if I was dishonest- Tinkham told him that he had no fault to find with either. But for some reason he did not like me and never would.  The Colonel then told him that he knew all about it and that I was as good as he- Tinkham- was and that he liked me better.  It made Tinkham awful mad for awhile but he has got over it and is beginning as I said before to treat me better- Barron has always done all that he could to make a fuss in between me and the Company and that is one reason that Wartendyke(?) told what he did= Barron says that he is bound to have revenge on me because I would not take Orderly Sergt. and let him be scout and now again because I won’t be Adjutant and let him be promoted.  We had a talk the other day I told him that he was not making anything be the way that he acts-  You may think I am having a great deal of quarreling but it is not my fault for if people will be jealous because I know more than they do I cannot help it-  I always try and treat every one well- I don’t know but that I am to blame for knowing how to get along but I can’t see how the reason I have written this is so that you may know how matters stand here- not because I think it will be clarifying to you.
General Curtis has been removed- whether it will make any difference with us is more than I know.  Our Company are all in usual health except  Nutting- He does not get any better and but little hope is entertained of his recovery-
If my letters are lacking in interest you must not scold for there is not a particle of news here- But I must close for this time-
Be a real good girl for the sake of your
Loving Husband
Horace
With many a kiss good bye
I feel real well this Tuesday morning
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/24/63
Original: Rollin Olds

New Madrid, Mo.
May 24- 1863

Kate Dear
	I have a moments time this Sunday morning to write a line and send by Nutting.  It will not be of much consequence only to tell you that I am well as usual as are also the boys from New Hampton.  I wish I could be there to go to church with you to day and this afternoon to have one of our old fashioned chats- as it is I shall lay on my bunk and think of you and of the good times we used to have- and will again if ever this infernal war comes to an end.
  A rumor came from down the river last night that  Vicksburg is ours but we don’t believe it. 
 A boat is in sight and Nutting is a going-  I did not think that he would leave so soon ___ I would have commenced writing sooner.  I will write tomorrow and until 
Good bye love 
Affectionately Yours
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/26/63
Original: Rollin Olds

May 26” 1863
Kate
	I cannot get hold of anything fit to send you- or else I would send something better than this little note -  Parks furlough came this morning and he leaves for home by the first boat-  I wrote you all the news last night  _____________ to tell you to day-  The ring is to large I know but- I could not do better-  I have one like it-
With much love and many kisses
I am as usual your own true and faithful
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/29/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 67

Camp 38th Iowa Infantry
New Madrid, Mo 
May 29-1863

My Dear Kate
	Today my heart was gladdened by the receipt of your ever welcome letter of last Saturday and I hasten to send you an answer.  I had almost began to think you had forgotten me as I have not had a letter   for a week which seems to me to be a very long time.  The one you sent on the 21st and numbered 51 has not come to hand.  I presume it has been miscarried and will come around after awhile.  Thank you for your praise in saying that I am a good boy.  I will always try to live and do so that you may have no cause to change you mind.  I love to write to you.  Many a time when I get lonesome and for want of something to do I get my pen and paper and scribble away a few lines to you when I really have nothing of importance to write.  But I had much rather have it so that I could sit down by your side and talk to you as I used to do.  I could enjoy it so much better.  I shall keep the last promise that I made you and not play cards any more while I am in the army.  I am very sorry that I broke the first one and if you will only forgive me I will never do so again.  I would much rather forego all manner of pleasures than to cause you a moments pain by indulging in any of them.  Your comfort and happiness is all that I care to live for and to secure that for you I am willing to undergo all manner of privations and hardships. I read your letters so often after I get them that I know them all by heart.  You asked if I did any duty yet- No I do not- I could if it were really necessary but as we are situated now there is no need of it.  The Colonel told Tinkham not to allow me to do anything until I get entirely well.  I am almost so now except my head.  It  sometimes pain me some yet and when I go out into the sun these warm days it is much worse.  It makes me shudder every time I think of the narrow excape that I had and to think what would have become of you dear Kate if I had not have got better.  I think Byers told you that I was more seriously injured than I was I understand that he is making quite a splurge around there and telling that he occupies a high position here.  He does the exalted one of  five with twelve dollars a month pay while a private get thirteen.  There is also a story here that he has a recruiting commission and is a going to get up a company. 
 It pleases me very much to hear that your flesh is not of the kind that Mrs. W. would liked to have had it.  Would not she and her friends rejoiced had it been so.  I would rather have given every thing that I have than had it as she said.  Do people say anything about it now or are they satisfied of your innocence if not I think they will be in a couple of months longer.  Do they say anything about me now.  I heard the other day that Stella D_____ was the mother of a fine boy.  How is it do you hear anything about it and if so who is thought to be the father of it-  I heard that she said Rich was, but I don’t believe it for I know he is too good a boy to be guilty of such a _____________. I would sooner think some one of those young gentlemen that lived where she taught school last summer were the ones that were to blame, oh what must be her feelings if it  so.  The balance of her life(cant help) but be one of misery all on the account of once submitting to the wishes of other.  It will be a way to reason to other girls to not trust a young man to far.  She will always be despised by all that used to know her.  I have just had a long talk with Rich about it.  He feels very bad but says that he is innocent of having any thing to do with her.  He says that he loved her very much, but that his love is now changed to pity and sorrow and that he is glad that he found out what she was before things had gone any farther between them.  Mrs Taylor must feel bad about it.  You know that I used to tell you that I did not like her activities and that you had better not be on too intimate terms with her- I think that there are others there that are but little better than she was and I again warn you to not have much to do with them.  I have no fear of your ever doing anything that you would be ashamed of but I want you to associate as much as possible among the people that bear a spotless character.  I do not wish to have you put on airs and feel above them but treat them civilly when you see them without being on too intimate terms.  It is not necessary for me to mention any names for you know who I have reference to.  You surely must have quite a number of correspondents to receive four letters in one mail who would have thought two years ago when we used to send each other those slips of paper that in so short a time we would be writing letters to each other as husband and wife.  But strange things will happen in the best of regulated families.  I should like to know what important business you and Em have transact that you get letters from her or do you write to tell each other about your troubles.  Both being war widows ______ _______ you know how pity one another.  I did not mean any harm when I said that you were a going to deceive me.  I  only had reference to those new things you bought at Dacorah.  I thought it looked a little as though you were on the look out for another man and I feared that if you was Uncle Jacobs would as likely as not  supercede me in your affections.  I would like to know how you hear more than I think for do you receive letters from any one else here.  If I am your boy I am  beyond your reach and can do as I please.  I didn’t say that I was jealous of father but I will be if you don’t stop being so friendly to him.    I say shame on you for being so bad a girl (I don’t think you?) kiss him every time you see him. 
 If you loan out any money have your father attend to it for you and get good security unless it can be had I had much rather you would keep the money.  I am perfectly satisfied with your statement of the money you have received and was before.  I was only joking to plague you. 
 No I am not afraid that my people will think any more of you than me and if they do it will only make me the more happy.  There will be another fuss  between Mr. and Mrs. Bench if he does not stop being on such good terms with Emily where does she live now that Pamens(?) folks are away. 
 Mrs Kingsbury of Fredricksburg came down this week.  She said that she heard that you said that you were coming down next month.  You must not do so without letting me know before hand so that I can make preparations for you.  I don’t think that we will remain a great while longer- one of the women, Mrs. Capt.  Beebe is very sick.  She will start for home as soon as she is able to travel.  Mrs Tinkham is still here.  We have some pretty sharp words once in a while but always keep good natured.  She asked me to go horse back riding with her this evening but I wouldn’t do it, she has bought four or five new dresses since she has been here, one calico one that cost fifty cents a yard.  They , Tinkham and wife treat me a good deal better than they did, but nothing to brag of yet.  They both feel their importance very much.  Mrs. Tinkham and some of the other ladies in camp do not agree very well.  She and Mrs. Capt. Harris will not speak to each other when they meet.  
I received a letter from father to day, all were well.  I send you a company record along with this, be careful when you open it and not tear it.  You can cut the wrapper without damaging the picture.  I cannot get Greens picture to put in it.  I believe you have one of Tinkhams and I will send you one of mine.  When I come home  I will get a frame and glass for it.
There is no reliable information from Vicksburg- I fear that it will prove in the end to be another Rappahannock affair.  I hope not for it will surely prolong the war another six months while if we were successful it would be a large step toward bringing it to an end by another spring.  
A boat is due tomorrow from below and we are in hopes that it may bring good men. 
 I have wrote all that I can think of and must close.  The health of our company is first rate not one being in the hospital, a thing that has not happened before since the last of November.
Give my respects to your father and mother.  Good bye love. Write often. With many a kiss that I know well hold their flavor until they reach you.
Love, oh so much, good night
Ever Your  ___
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
05/31/63
Original: Pat Stevens

Camp 38” Iowa Volunteer Infantry
New Madrid, Mo. Sunday Evening
May 31st- 1863-9P M

Mrs H. C. Baldwin
	As it is to pleasant to go to bed yet awhile I will seat myself  dear Kate by your side and chat a little while before you father comes around to shut up for the night.  It is one of the most pleasant evenings you ever saw.  A nice little shower of rain fell this afternoon which cooled the air and gave every thing a fresh and lovely appearance.  The moon is shining brightly with no clouds near to obscure its brilliancy.  Just such an evening as we used to have up there  when we could be out upon the front steps and see all that was going on in town.  It reminds me of those times and increases my desire to be there and enjoy the same pleasures that I did then over again.  I can imagine to myself how you would look and of the walks that we would have without having to return before we wished to for fear that some long tongued old granny would have some news to tell on the morrow about how Kate Jackson stayed out with that horrible  Mr. Baldwin after bed time.  I am almost glad sometimes that Stella and Amelia have been so unfortunate for you know they used to be set up as patterns of propriety by those that  were not ready to find fault with you.  Now you have a clean untarnished name while they (Stella and Amelia) are only mentioned as common outcasts quite a difference to take place in one short twelve months. 
 I have to laugh sometimes when I hear the reason that some assign for my not having you come down.  It is that your situation is such that you cannot for fear that you will be a  mother before you return and I have heard that Mrs. Tinkham has said that such was the case and of course she knows (over the left)(?) I never contradict the story for I want all to see that  some people can be mistaken. (if they are smart and handsome). Another poor fellow belonging to Co. “K” lost his life this morning.  He went down to the river to go in swimming with three other boys and got upon a slab as he did not know how to swim and it floated away from shore with him and he became frightened and let go of it when he immediately sank.  Two men swam to him and caught him as he arose and succeeded in getting him within a few feet of shore when they lost their hold and he sunk to arise no more alive.  Every effort was made to find him but without success until some two hours after when in dragging the bottom with hooks they caught him on one and brought him up.  He was buried this evening with military honors.  He was from  Winneshiek Co- and aged about 19.  It has been a wonder to all that some one has not been drowned sooner for the men all go in without ever stopping to think that the Old Miss. is not one of our little Iowa streams. 
 I have heard nothing from down the river since I wrote last.  I am fearful that the Rebels are proving themselves to much for us at Vicksburg. Yet I hope not for all my hopes of the war closing soon is based upon our capturing the place.
 I have not received your letter of the 21st and am at a loss to know where it has gone to.
Our company are in usual health.  Stone is in the hospital but not seriously sick.  I am pretty well to day and should  be first rate if I could only be with you.
Four boats passed up the river this evening loaded with ____ prisoners taken at 8.  But I am getting sleepy and must go to bed.  I shall not fear your scolding about this being a short letter for you said in your last that you were always glad to hear from me if my letters did not contain but three lines.
Good bye love. I hope you will sleep sweet and  I shall I dream of you every night and sometimes when I awake after a real good one and find it only a dream.  I am real mad.
With a kiss good night
Affectionately your ___
Horace
Write as often as you have done
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

06/02/63
Original: Pat Stevens

Camp 38”  Iowa Infty
New Madrid, Mo
June 2-63

Dear Kate
	I am to start in a few moments for Memphis with twenty men from our Co. as guards to a boat loaded with commissary stores.  I shall be gone four days and perhaps a week, and during that time you will have to do without a letter from me, as soon as I return I will write and tell you all the particulars about the trip.
Until then good bye
Excusehaste
Ever Yours
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/08/63
Original: Pat Stevens

On Board Steamer
June 8- 1863

Dearest Kate
	What a change has come about in one short week.  Had I knowing what was coming I should not have went away.  I left Memphis yesterday and had got within forty miles of New Madrid this morning when I met our Regt. on this steamer bound for Vicksburg.  You may judge of my surprise but there no help for it and I had to get on board and go along.  We go into General Vandeven’s Brigade and General Herron’s Division.  Both are Dubuques men and you will be sure to hear all about us in the Dubuque Times.  I  cannot say that I really like the idea of going down the river but I am in hopes that all will yet be for the best.  There will be hard  fighting there before we get to Vicksburg.  The rebels are making a heavy force in guards sent but it is thought  that he will be able to hold his own until reinforcements can arrive.  I hope so for if ever we take Vicksburg we will  have to do it now. 
 I am writing on a box and sitting on my blanket.  I fear that you will hardly be able to read what I write.  But I could not go past Memphis without letting you hear from me.  I got your two letters of May 24th and 27th this morning.  The one that you sent by Byers  Tinkham lost out of his pocket before I saw it.  I am glad to hear that your health is so good.  Byers says that you are looking fine, the best he ever saw you.  It makes my heart swell with pride to hear you praised as I do by those that go home and see you.  Surely you must be changing _____ if every one can see it.  You must keep up your spirits and not get down hearted.  It will grieve me if I hear that you do. 
 I am so glad that you were not here as some of the women were.  They surely must have felt much worse than though they had not come.  I am in good spirits and feeling first rate.  You may rest assured that I will take good care of my self for your sake.  It made me feel very bad to think that Tinkham lost your letter but I had to put up with it. 
 I had a good time in Memphis and enjoyed my self first rate.  I saw  the monument of General Jackson.  I went to the theater in the evening.  I saw a Lieut. who saw Captain Troy on the 3rd ____.  He was all right then and in good spirits. 
 I want you to write often and direct as you have done until you hear from me again. 
 It gives me great pleasure to know that you are so well pleased with your choice of a husband.  He will ever try to do so that you shall have no cause to change your mind.  Yes indeed I know that it was for love that you married me and nothing else. 
 The noise and confusion is such that I cannot think of half  that I want to write.  Tyler says that he wrote you a line that we were agoing away so that you will hear of it before this reaches you.  I will write every chance that I get but you will not get so many letters as you have done.  I cannot say how soon that I shall be at home.  The Regt. all received their pay up to May 1st but me.  I had not signed the pay roll and will have to wait another two months.  I can get enough money from the boys to do me until another pay day. 
 Most of our Co. are in good health none are seriously sick .  George Foreman was sent to St. Louis.
 I got several books in  Memphis to send to you but cannot do it now.  You must not get discouraged any more about my coming home for I am not and cannot bear the thought that you are.  Cheer up and be the lively girl that you have been-  I would write more if I could but I can not and get it in the office at Memphis and knowing that a line will be gratefully received I close with much love and many kisses I am as ever 
Your own true and loving husband
Horace
Write often and I will
Hope

We are almost at Memphis and all right.  I must seal this up to leave it at the P.O. I am in good spirits and you must be so good bye love.
I will write again soon.  Here is a kiss
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/09/63

Original: Pat Stevens

On Board Steamer off Memphis, Tenn.
June 9-63

Katie Dear-
	 I have a moment’s time to tell you that we are here all right.  We leave for below in a little while.   The levee here is lined with troops awaiting transportation down the river.  Surely if men is all that is  wanted to take Vicksburg it will soon be ours.  It is raining hard but we manage to keep dry. 
 I found the letter that you sent by Byers and for it please accept my warmest thanks.  I am not shot and have not been.  I am at a loss to know how such a report could reach you. 
 I am detailed to act as Adjut. again.  The Colonel says that I do the business the best of any one and that he wants one that he can be proud of.  I had not been on board but a few moments yesterday before he sent for me to make out some papers.  Saying that he was ashamed to send the ones that had been made while I was away. 
 The boys say that there was quite a time when the women left camp for home.  One woman had only been there one day.  The news reached here last night that a hard battle was being fought at Port Hudson with every prospect of our forces gaining a victory. 
 The boys are all sending their money home by express.  Some sending as they did before to the care of your father.  A poor boy have none to send my wife this time but will have the more next time.  It will be a long time before I get another letter from you dear Kate but I shall try to bear it bravely.  Write as often as you have done and some of them will find me after awhile.  I will write every chance so that you may know how we prosper.  I would like to see you very much dearest one but must wait awhile before I can have that happiness.  So you think you have  won a priceless husband well I do not think you are any a head of me for I have won a wife that any man can and ought to be proud of.  I cannot help thinking that I have a little the best of the bargain.  However if you are satisfied I won’ t quarrel with you.  When I come home I am agoing to be a real good boy and make you love me more than ever. 
 I wish I could have got your picture before we left New Madrid- but I guess it will find its way down.  But I must close as the man is waiting to go to the P.O. 
Good bye for this time, I am well as usual and in good spirits.
Ever Your Own Love
Horace

Direct as you have done until you hear from me again
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/10/63
Original: Pat Stevens

On Board Steamer,  D. G. Taylor
June 10”-1863

Dearest Wife
	Here we are dear Kate gliding down the river almost to our place of destination.  We left Memphis yesterday afternoon at 3 o’clock and passed Helena this morning  at day light.  Our boat is loaded so heavy that we do not  run nights.  It has rained pretty much all the while since we left, but as our old boat is so roomy we manage to keep dry-  The men have to huddle close together as you can judge for yourself when I tell you that there is over nine hundred soldiers on board. 
 We shall reach the mouth of the Yazoo River tomorrow about noon when we shall have to leave this boat and get on a smaller one to run up the Yazoo River to a place called Sherman’s Landing and then we are to march across to the rear of Vicksburg.   The remainder of our Brigade has gone on down and will be in waiting for us. 
 I went on board of the boat that General Vandever was on to leave some reports from our Regt. but did not have a chance to see him. 
 We are passing a number of plantations this evening that appear to be entirely deserted save a few negroes.  Every thing goes to show the horrors of war every little while we pass the chimney of houses that have been burned either by our forces or the Rebel Guerrillas.  
Gun boats are stationed every few miles to prevent the Rebels from firing on our boats loaded with troops or commissary stores.  I have not had much of a chance for getting hold of news yet- but I will write often and every chance that I have for sending a letter to your for I do not expect that more than one in a dozen will reach you, you must not scold or feel bad if they do not for it is the best that I can do.  It will be very seldom that I get a letter from you but I shall try and not let it make me down hearted- 
I am perfectly tired of riding on a steamer.  I have been on one every day for over a week and I am beginning to feel as though that I would like to live upon land once more.  I am not home sick in the least yet I must say that if I could be at home about this time I would like it better. 
 If I am fortunate enough to get home again I think that  it will be some time before I venture so far away again. 
 Quite a number of the boys that have been very loud in their talk about wanting to get down where there was more  doing than we had to do at New Madrid are now wearing very long faces and if I can read their thoughts right they would like to be back again.  Many a poor fellow that is now hearty as well will not be among the number that return who they are no one on earth can tell.  If my turn comes and I am not permitted to return I shall try and be ready to meet my fate although I know that I have not lived a perfect life.  If anything happens to me I do not want you to come down unless I send for you-  But let my father come or in case be can not I let your father come down.
Thursday morning June 11th
We shall land in a few minutes and I must close this.  I am as well as usual and in good spirits.  The boys in our Co. are well with one or two exceptions.
Good bye for this time my precious one
Ever Yours
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

06/11/63
Original: Pat Stevens

Steamer D. G. Taylor
June 11-63

Here we are dear Kate in sight of  the strong hold of Rebeldom (Vicksburg).  Our camp is to be about four miles from the Farm where we can see the continual flash of the heavy guns and hear their roar that sounds like thunder.  I do not know what our future course is.  Some say to move on to the rebel batteries and others that we are to go back across the country after a rebel force that threaten to attack us in the rear.  I hope the latter for I had rather chase rebels than to march upon their batteries.
  We went up the Yazoo River to Shermans Landing but they did not need us there and so we were sent here.  I saw G. J. Tisdale there.  He was well and hearty.  The 4th Cavalry were three miles back and I did not get to see them.  Tisdale says Troy is all right.  He did not know anything about the New Hampton boys.  We go under General Vandever as I wrote before but not under General Herron- there is five other Regts. with us.  Three from Iowa and two from Indiana. 
 It is thought here that Vicksburg will be ours in a few days without much more hard fighting.  Our forces are entirely around this city and there is a heavy force at Black River to oppose Johnston’s crossing to reinforce the rebels-  They say he attempted it yesterday and was repul ___(?) with a heavy loss. 
 I saw a Colonel awhile ago that said we could have five hundred large guns brought to bear upon Vicksburg in five minutes time.  This is the first time that I ever saw anything that would or could seem really like war, and I am perfectly satisfied with what I have seen. 
 The Colonel  has called and I must go
Good Bye
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/13/63
Original: Pat Stevens

June 13- 1863

Dear Kate
	 I  have a moments time to tell you that we are now three miles below Vicksburg on the Louisiana shore opposite the Wamenton(?) Batteries.  We came here last night expecting to cross the river but could not do so.  We will  in a little while.  The men have just been ordered to cook three days rations.  We are in plain sight of Vicksburg and some of the Rebel batteries.  Heavy fighting is going on back of the town but we do not know any thing about which side is winning.  We can hear the roar of the guns all the while.  It is a grand sight and one worth seeing, were the sight of it not to be purchased at the risk of ones life.  With a glass we can see all that is going on in town, very few people are to be seen.  The rebel flag floats from two houses.  Our mortar and gun boats shell the city every night.  It is thought that the fighting this morning is caused by Rebels trying to get across  Black River to reinforce those in the town.  Every one here says that Grant has a force sufficient to prevent their doing so.  Unless reinforcements reach the Rebels soon they will be of no use for we will have the town and all in it in a short time.  There will be hard fighting but we are bound to win.
  We marched across from Yazoo Point yesterday (6 miles).  The boys all stood it first rate.  I had a horse to ride,(so much for being Adjutant).  We left seven boys from our Co there, five were sick and the other two staid to take care of them.  I slept on the ground for the first time last night without a tent.  Green and I sleep together.  We have four blankets and two rubbers.  One to put over us and one under.  We are Brigaded with the 26th Indiana Regt.- 34th Iowa and 37th Illinois.  General Vandever is our Commander.  We go into General Herrons Division. 
 I have just seen a man from the 9th Iowa (R. B. Gardner) who saw Troy and his whole Co. this week.  All are safe and well.  Ike(?) DeMatt died from the effects of the sun the 16th of May.  The heat is terrible during the day.  The nights are cool. 
 I found your letter of the 21st of May.  There are many things that I would like to answer but cannot now.  I am lying on the ground while I write with a coat for a table.  I can’t  write very good but you must not scold.  I will do better when I get where I can.  It hardly seems as though that we are at Vicksburg.  The mouth of the great canal is just above our camp.  The bottom of it is twenty feet above the water now.
I can send this to a P. O.  now and must close
Good Bye Dearest One
Horace

Please send this to father for I have not time to write him one, and I know they will want to hear about me
I am as well as usual
With a Kiss Adieu
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/15/63
Original: Pat Stevens

Camp 38th Iowa Vol Infty
on the extreme left of Grant’s Army
4 miles below Vicksburg
June 15/63

Dear Kate
	 I have been in hopes for several days past that we would get to a place where we could be at home long enough to give me time to send an answer to those letters that came while I was at Memphis, but so far with little improvement for the better.  
We came to this place to day and are camped between the bluffs and the river.  It is one of the most dreary places you ever saw.  A Rebel Battery is above us on the bluffs about a half a mile away just the right distance to shell us nicely did they know that we were so close upon them.  We can hear the fire of the sharp shooters distinctly and by going out a little way  can see the flag that floats over their fortifications.  
A heavy fatigue party are now at work building a road so that a battery that came down the river with us can get into a position where they can shell the rebels in their stronghold.  We are on the extreme left of Grants army about a quarter of a mile from the river.  There is a swamp between where we are and the river which almost entirely prevents any chance for a body of men to pass through.  Rifle pits are to be dug this evening so that we can make regular approaches upon the Rebel batteries.  Heavy firing is going on away on the night.  Supposed to be General Sherman’s Division.  The Rebels are very bold and daring killing our men at every opportunity.  Deserters that have come into our lives say that prisoners are getting scarce in that they will have to surrender soon from that cause if no other.  But we do not really believe all they say.  Our forces completely surrounds them and they will have to surrender before long unless reinforcements come to their aid.  A thing that cannot easily be done for we have a heavy force at Black River(the only way that they can come) and more are going there every day. 
 General Banks arrived at Youngs Point yesterday  morning with fifteen thousand men.  Surely the traitors here must think the ____ has men enough to make short work with them if rightly used.  We do not hear much about what is going on outside of our Division.
The roar of cannon sounds like thunder and is kept up all the while.  I could hardly sleep the first night, but am now getting used to it and sleep pretty well. Although a heavy gun fired near arouses me. 
 I must close for tonight as a heavy rain is coming.
Tuesday Morning
Finds us all right, our guns have been brot up during the night and opened upon the enemy at daylight.  The rebels return the fire briskly but so far without injuries to us. 
 I just met your former lover Young Johnston.  He is looking well and hearty. But I can’t write more now
I am feeling first rate.  As soon as we get over the hurry I will write you a good long letter and tell you all about our doings
Good Bye Dear
Ever Your 
Horace

Direct to Lieut. H. C. Baldwin
Co. 38” Reg. Iowa Infty
2nd Brigade
Vandevers Division
Cairo, Ill.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/17/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 69

Camp 38th Iowa Infty
Below Vicksburg Mis.
June 17-1863

Dear Kate
	I have a moments time this morning and will divide it with you and father.  I have finished his and now will write to you knowing dear that you cannot be burdened or bored by receiving to many so long as we remain in this locality.  I wrote you a line last night telling you about our situation and what was going on then and there has been no change since our batteries continue to shell the Rebels and they return the fire.  Quite a number of shells were thrown into our camp yesterday fortunately no one was injured.  The rebels have not fired much this morning. No doubt awaiting for a chance to do more execution with what amuniton they have.  Rumor says that it is getting to be a scarce article with them but we put no reliance on what we hear. 
 One of our Picketts a  Corporal from Co.”D” (38th) was mortally wounded yesterday by a Rebel sharp shooter and died last night.  The Picketts on both sides fire at each other every opportunity and it is a wonder that more are not killed.  They are close enough together to talk to each other, they have regular quarrels sometimes which ends in their shooting at each other until they tire out at it. 
 Our men are getting rifle pits dug so they will not be in as much danger as they have been.  Heavy firing is going on all around the lines to day.   It is thought that the most of it is from our guns trying to bombard the rebel batteries. 
 Our camp is less than a mile from one of their batteries and about three from the city.  Heavy siege guns are being put in place on the hill above us to shell the city if necessary.  I can’t say that I really fancy  the music of the shells bursting around but there is no help for it but to make the best of it.  I am in hopes we will soon have the place and put a stop to this infernal war.  I have seen enough of it and would be willing to come home at anytime.  There is no doubt but that we will get it after awhile but I am afraid  that it will take some time yet..  The rebels will hold out as long as possible with the hope that something may turn up that will benefit them.  We have them so completely surrounded that they cannot get any supplies or amunition and I do not believe they have enough to last for ever.  They never fire a gun at us unless they think that they can injure us in some way and when we commence firing on them they commence and when we quit they do which looks as though they did not want a shot wasted.  
The 4th Cavalry is encamped about six miles from us I have not seen any of the boys yet.
Young Johnston said that he had heard that  I had married you.  I told him that it was so and showed him your picture.  He seemed to feel very bad at the sight of it.  It  no doubt brot old memories of how he used to come and see you and of the time he asked you to go to spelling school with him.  He said that he used to like you real well.  I have been under the weather for the last day or two but am feeling pretty well this morning.  The health of our Co. is pretty good a few are complaining but none are dangerously sick.  
The weather is very warm during the day but we manage to get along without suffering much.  I am getting very anxious to hear from you but it is no use to worry for it will not bring a letter any sooner.  There is a lot on the way I know and will come around after awhile.  I would give almost anything to be where I could come and see you.  The longer I am away the more I love you.  If you have any doubt about it just wait until I come home and I will soon convince you that what I say is true.  There is not money enough in this world to want to make me a single man again.  I would rather never have a cent and have your love than to be worth millions without it.  Happy was the day that made you my wife.  I shall always be thankful that I went into the County Office and that I went to board at your house “Oh you need not tell me that you never thought that you would be mine when I first came there for I know better.  You loved me before you ever saw me and you used every thing in your power to make me love you.  I’ll pay you for it when I come home see if I don’t.  I shall go with other girls and I will kiss them all to pay you for not allowing me to do it when I was single. 
 I am looking for your picture by the first mail.  I wish I could have got it before we left New Madrid.  I did not know that you stood so much upon your dignity, if I had  most assuridly I would not have asked who was your bed fellow and where you slept.  I suppose that when I come home I shall have to be very careful what I say.  I will be a real good boy and do just as you say. 
 But my time is about up and I must close, write often dear for I want to know how you get along.  I will write every chance and try and keep you posted of our doings.
With much love and many kisses good bye.
Give my respects to your father and mother and all the rest of our friends.
Taylor’s brother is in camp but I have not seen him yet.
Again good bye keep in good spirits and remember that you posses the entire love of your own
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/18/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 70

Camp 38th Iowa Infty
Below Vicksburg, Mis.
June 18-1863

Dear Kate
	As our  _____ is to start for St. Louis in a few minutes I thought I would write you a line and send by him for fear that the letters that I have already sent may not reach you.  There has been no change in affairs since we come here.  Our forces do not gain anything and the Rebels hold the same positions that they have for a week past.  Our Regt is camped about a mile from the Rebel Batteries.  They throw shells over in among us some times but so far without injuring any one.  Heavy guns are firing on the Rebel forts all the while but as yet without accomplishing much.  Our Picketts and  the Rebels are fighting all the while but do not often kill any one.  A Corporal  from Co. “D” (38th) was killed by a Rebel Sharp Shooter day before yesterday.  Our Co. is on Pickett duty to day.  I do not have to go out as long as I act as Adjt. 
 I have been unable to do anything for the last few days, but am much better now.  I had to be up two nights in succession and I caught a severe cold which I think was the cause of my being so.  The most of our Co are well.  A few are complaining but none are dangerously sick.  Jo Dupas is now in a Missouri Battery that is along with our Brigade.  I do not know how long he will stay.  We are within three miles of the City of Vicksburg.  Last night we saw a bright light there supposed to be from some of the buildings fired from our shells.  I think that it will be some time before we get possession of the town as the Rebels have every foot of the way between where they now are and the town strongly fortified.  
General Grant was here yesterday but I have not heard what his visit was for.  His Head Quarters are about ten miles from here. 
 I had no idea that the Rebels were so strongly fortified as they are, if they have provisions and ammunition enough to last them it will be a long time before they will give up.  Our Picketts are within fifty yards of their forts in some places.  Last night 150 men were sent out from our Regt. to dig rifle pits near their forts but the Rebels discovered them and sent a volley of musketry among them that sent the boys back in a hurry, no one was hit. 
 I would like to tell you more but must close or not send what I have wrote, and I know that you would rather have half of a letter than none at all.
Write often to me for I want to hear from you “Oh” so bad.
Tyler has just come in and wants me to tell you to send word to his woman that he is all right.  If you get my other letters they will tell you all that is lacking in this.
We are in Colonel Clark’s Brigade and Vandever’s  Division.  General Herron has command of an army corps.  
I write every chance.  But I fear that should they reach you that you will be puzzled to read them.
I dream of you every night.  I thought that I was at home certain last night and was oh so happy.  I am in hopes that if we get this place that it will not be a great while before I can come..
You must keep in good spirits and enjoy yourself all you can while I am away.  I wish I could be at home the 4th of July to go with you.  It would be a happier day than the last one was.  Do you remember anything about it and the one before it.  I do and much more oh I have so much to tell you when I come home.  It will take me a month steady to do it.  I am so glad that I am clear from all others but  you.  I am  just happier than I should have been had I not married you.  But I must close for  Kissell(?) is ready to start.
With much love and many kisses-Good Bye
Be a good girl and remember your ever true and loving
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/21/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 71

Camp 38th Iowa Vol Infty
Below Vicksburg
Sunday June 21st- 1863

My Dear Wife
	I do not get time to write very often and when I do it usually takes me all the while to make out what papers the Regiment requires to be made.  I have just finished for to day and ought to go to the Regt. which is two miles from here but before I go I will steal time enough to write you a line and let you know that I am still among the living.  We have not got Vicksburg yet nor have we made much progress towards doing so.  Yesterday morning our forces commenced all around to bombard the Rebel forts and continued firing until about noon when all ceased.  It is not known whether we damaged them any or not.  All that I know is that the guns that worked upon the Battery in front of us did nothing and I think it a fair criterion to judge what others done by ours as they were equally as good as any around the line.  The rebels replied to our fire and the way the shells flew around our camp was anything but pleasant- We dug entrenchments along one  the side of the bluff and when we heard a shell coming we would jump into them and it would pass over without injuring any one.  It is about seven miles around the Rebel strong hold and every inch of the way strongly fortified. 
General Grant told the truth when he said that we had every thing but one fort for the whole thing cannot be called anything else.  It is perfectly useless to attempt to take the place by storm for they have deep ditches dug all around the outside and then a wall of earth and timber in many places forty feet high.  So that one man on the fort would be as good as half a dozen below.  If we should attempt to take it they would have every missile  known to modern warfare to defend themselves with and we would lose all our men and then be no nearer Vicksburg than we are now.  I do not think such an attempt will be made.  But we will  keep on throwing shells into their forts which will be much the safest and surest way of conquering them.  Just as our guns on the left ceased firing yesterday they the Rebels raised a flag of truce and upon ascertaining the cause it was found that our shell had passed  through a building which they used for a hospital and in which was a large number of wounded.  They said that we had killed many of them, but as we did not know what the building contained we cannot be considered to blame for firing into it.  They had a Battery close to it and besides their sharp shooters had concealed themselves in it and were shooting our Picketts at every opportunity.  There has been no firing on the left by either side since, although our forces have been busily engaged in bringing up more guns and putting them into position.  There is a rumor that another General Commade will commence tomorrow which I think is true for our Generals do not believe in giving the Rebels much rest.  Our Picketts could hear them all night last night hammering away in their forts evidently fixing stronger for another siege.  They (The Rebels) have better guns than we have and better gunners but not so many of them.
Night before last they threw a shell into our camp which bursted in our midst wounding two men severely.  One man belonged to Co.”K” and was acting orderly for Colonel Hughes.  His leg was torn off just below the knee and his right arm horribly mangled.  He is yet alive and perhaps may live but the chances are against him.  The other man belonged to Co.”D” but was  not so seriously hurt.  A man belonging to the 26th Indiana had his heel torn off yesterday  morning while passing through our camp.  Another one belonging to a Mo. Battery had his hand took off by the accidental discharge of one of our guns. 
 I received your letter of June 3rd on the 19th and never did I receive one from you that I prized as much.  I was afraid that I should not get any while we remained here but now that they have found the way I think I shall get them quite regular.  I hope so at any rate.  
The hot weather gets pretty hard upon me since my head was hurt.  But I manage to keep around all the while.
Quite a number of our boys are complaining but none are very sick.  I am afraid that if we have to stay long as we have done since we came here that many of them will be.  The water that we have to use is very bad and then they have to work very hard fixing to mount guns and digging rifle pits besides having to be on Pickett Guard every once in three days.
  Tinkham has been quite sick but is better now.  A report came up from down the river this morning that Port Hudson was  ___ but there is nothing certain about it. 
 Deserters from Vicksburg still say that the Rebels are living on scant rations and that they cannot hold out much longer.  Large numbers of mules and horses come into our lines every night as they turn out of the city, forage being to scarce there to keep them longer.  The country around here seems almost deserted .  Not a vegetable is to be found nor a single plantation cultivated.  I saw an old woman yesterday who said that all the women and children were in the town and that our shells had killed a great many of them.    Among the number,  the wife and child of the Rebel  Commander General Penberton.
  It is one of the most dreary and dull Sundays that I ever saw.  We know not at what moment a Rebel shell may come and we have to keep close to our places of shelter.  I am two miles away from the Regt. where our books and papers are left but the pieces of shells fall here very often when the Rebels fire.  I stay with the Regt. all the while except when I am at work here and if I happen to be gone a little longer than the Colonel thinks necessary he will look cross but never scolds. 
 I think of home very often and more especially about meal time when I have to sit down to hard crackers and bacon.  We cannot get things here as we could at New Madrid.  If I live to get home you may rest assured that I shall not be very hard to please about what I have to eat nor about how it is cooked. 
 But I must draw my scribbling to a close this time.  I would liked to have finished the other page but cannot for I must  return  to camp.  I cannot write father to day so please send him this to read and it will perhaps answer as well.  I will write to both of you soon. 
 Tell Mrs Arnold that she is badly mistaken and if she knew  more perhaps she would say less.  I wrote you a letter to send by or sutter(?) to St. Louis to be mailed but he went away and left it and I put it in the P.O. here. Be a real good girl and write often.
With much love and many kisses good bye and don’t forget
Your own
Horace

Father,
	I would write to you to day but have not time,  Katie will send you this to read and from it you will learn something about what is going on here .  With love to mother good bye till I have more time
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/23/63
Original: Rollin Olds

June 23, 1863
Below Vicksburg

Dear Katie,
	We leave this place in the course of an hour, where we go I do not know but I think out to Black River.  We are all well as usual.  I am feeling as well done since we came.  Vicksburg is not ours yet and I do not see much prospect of it being so soon.  I received your letter of June 6th and will answer it soon.  You must keep in good spirits and hope for the best.  It makes me feel bad to see you so down hearted.
I can’t write more now.  Good bye for this time  I’ll write as soon as we get to a stopping place.
Horace

I thought you would be glad to hear that I was well even though my letter is short.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/24/63
Original: Pat Stevens

Camp 38th Iowa Infty
Below Vicksburg
June 24-1863

Dear Kate
	Here we are on our old company grounds although we received orders yesterday morning to leave.  We got every thing in readiness to start and have remained so ever since and the orders are to continue so I do not know the cause but think it is so that we can be sent to reinforce our forces at Black River in case the Rebels attempt to cross there.  It is said that they tried to do so day before yesterday but our troops proved to much for them and repealed them with a terrible loss to the Rebels. 
 It  rained all night last night and still has the appearance of continuing to day.  We managed to keep pretty dry under our little shelter tents one of them being about the size of a sheet.  The way the boys imagine is that two get together and put their tents over poles and fasten them down at the sides which make a pretty good shelter when the wind does not blow. 
  There has been but little change in affairs since I wrote last.  Our guns continue to throw shot  and shell into the rebel works but without getting a reply from them.  They have not  fired a gun at our batteries since Saturday morning.  Their silence rather puzzles us.  Some think that it is because they are getting short of ammunition and there that it is because our shots do not harm them and that they are waiting for us to make another attempt at storming their marks.  I think the latter to be the most probable cause for they know that their shots do not make much of an impression upon us and that they are saving their ammunition for a long siege.  They fire from their small field pieces at our Picketts to prevent their getting to close to their forts but very seldom injure any of our men. 
 Our Picketts on the left are within easy rifle shot of their forts and when ever a rebel is to be seen a dozen guns blaze away at him sometimes hitting but not very often for the buggers can dodge a rifle ball almost every time, our boys are learning to dodge pretty well too and it is seldom one is hurt.  On the right our Picketts are as close as we are on the left and in the center closer. 
 The Rebels have charged upon them there to drive them from their rifle pits but our boys always have proved to much for them.  We catch a few prisoners now and then but they tell so many different stories that we cannot believe any of them.  Some say that they are living on half rations and others that they have all they  want and that they have enough to last a long time.  Every thing goes to show that they are much better supplied than any of us thought  and that they will be able to hold out a good while.  There is no doubt but that they will ____ to surrender for their supplies will out last always and we have them so completely  surrounded that they cannot get any more.  They are expecting that Johnston is agoing to whip us out and come to our aide.  but in that they will find that they are mistaken.  Our Regt. is being reduced partly by sickness over two hundred are now unable for duty.  But few are seriously sick.  The most of them being usual up by the amount of duty, that we have had to do since we came here.  There are some men in camp that have not slept a night for a week.  It takes three companies for Pickett Guard every day the remainder of the Regt. are kept to work mounting guns or digging roads.  If they keep on with us the way they have done for another week longer there will not be two hundred men in the 38th Regt. fit for duty.
Billy Cotant and Trask of Chickasaw are the only ones that are very sick in our Co. About twenty more are complaining.  I keep pretty well yet.  Another report came up from Port Hudson last night that the rebels there had surrendered to General Banks.  We hardly  dare believe it yet.  But hope it may prove true.
Your letter of the 10th ____ came to hand yesterday and a happy boy was I to hear from you my pet.  You must not feel bad because you do not get letters as often as you did for that you know will be impossible.  I shall always write as often as I can and if they fail to come why you must bear it like the brave hearted little woman I believe you to be.  I received a letter from your father, tell him that I will answer it soon and as that if he can loan my money at ten per cent in a safe place to let  ____ ___.  I am sorry to hear that your mother is so poor.  I was afraid that she would not always be able to work as hard as she did  while I was there.  Tell her that I owe her a deep debt of gratitude for her kindness to you and that it will not be forgotten soon.  Be good to her Kate and do all that you can to make her comfortable for a mother’s love is a soon to be highly prized never did I know its value until now. 
 I try and keep in good spirits and be as jovial as any one, but  many a time I fail when I get to thinking of home and of the comforts that I should enjoy were I there.  I am in hopes that the day  is not far distant when I can come and then we will be enough happier to pay for the long separation. 
 Surely the school marms from New Hampton are having a serious time.  I am truly thankful that my wife does not belong to that fraternity, I thought they were both perfect patterns of propriety (so much for not being acquainted)
 I saw Taylor’s brother the other day, he is well and hearty.  I received a letter from father and he spoke in high terms of his daughter Katie, 
 My time is about up and I must draw my scribbling to a close.  Please excuse my mistakes  and poor writing for we have neither tables, pens or ink in the army.  
Write often and direct as you have done with love and kisses oh so many good bye and believe me to be as 
Ever your own true and loving
Horace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
06/26/63
Original: Pat Stevens
No. 72

Camp 38th Iowa Infty
Below Vicksburg
June 26” 1863

Dearest Kate
	I suppose that is is almost useless for me to write to you now as I understand that General Grant has issued an order to stop all mail bound from here north until after it is decided whether we win or lose Vicksburg.  If such is the case I fear that it will be some time before you hear from me for the chances of our getting it soon are not very encouraging.  
Yesterday afternoon an order came for all  to fall into line and be ready to move in any direction at a moments notice for General McClernand  had succeeded in running a tunnel under one of the strongest rebel forts and had filled it with powder and at precisely two o’clock the train would be lighted to blow the whole thing up.  And after the explosion every gun was to commence shelling the town and forts and continue to do so until dark.  So every thing was got in readiness with us (38th) .  When two o’clock came every one was quiet.  So as to be sure that we could hear the report of the explosion that was to hurl hundreds of Rebels into eternity and give us the possession of the long sought- for prize (Vicksburg) but for some cause unknown to us it did not come and after standing in the scorching sun until night waiting for it we were allowed to go to our dens:  The Rebels are to be seen at all times busily engaged in strengthening  their fortifications.  
Our Picketts or sharp shooters as they are called are within every rifle range of their first forts and seem to keep the rebels from doing much on their outer marks.  But they have a succession of them _____ each other to the Farm (town?)  So that in case they are driven out of the first they can fall back to a place of safety and one that will require as much fighting for us to get as the first.  If they are well supplied provisions and ammunition I cant see how that we can get it and all until they are exhausted. 
 I thought soldering at New Madrid was hard business but if we were only there now I should call it mere play compared with my experience thus far here.  So long as I act as  Adjuntant  I do not have to go away from camp, but I have to work full as hard as I should if I did and I think a little harder although Colonel Hughes does not think so.  
Our Pickett and the Rebels are firing at each other all the while and many are the hair breath escapes the boys have.  So far our Regt. has lost but one man.  The chances for getting hold of  news concerning the movements of  our men   are not very good.  We are not allowed to leave our camp and visit others without the Colonels permission.
This is the greatest place for rumors that I ever was in, every day there is a sensational story started by some one happening to over hear a part of a story and making the balance.  We are getting so that we pay but little attention to them and should we hear any thing that was true we would not know whether to heed it or not.  The rumors about Port Hudson being taken has proved untrue.  There is no doubt but that it will be in time but it is like Vicksburg, not telling when the Rebels are engaged to day in moving their longest gun on the left and the one that threw the shell among us, farther back towards the city.  They are a sharp set and did we not have them so completely surrounded they would  wit us and get away.  They have heavy mortar Batteries at the fort   of the farm (town) which prevents our gun boats from getting near enough to do us any good.  We have a few  heavy mortar boats above the city that throw the largest shells of any thing we have and they began shelling the city every night,  We can see them explode from the hill above us.  Very often in the center of the city.  I had much rather run the risk from them than ours for we have so many more guns.  
Two men belonging to the battery that our Regt. supports were hurt yesterday with their own gun.One had his hand torn off and  was badly stunned.  The man that had his leg torn off of our Regt. is yet alive and some prospect of his getting well.  The health of our Regt. is about the same.  The change was so great between this and New Madrid that very many are sick.  None from our company are dangerously.  Billy Cotant has been but is much better now.  The rest of the New Hampton boys are hearty.  I am well enough to be around all the while although I have felt much better than I do now. 
 I would not take the whole of Mississippi and be compelled to live here for any thing There is all kinds of vermin to torment us day and night.  The mosquitoes are the worst for they will not let a fellow sleep.
I have wrote this piece at a time and have no doubt but that you will find it lacking in many ways.  I was stopped once as the call for all to fall in as the rebels were charging upon our Battery- seven Regts strong.  But before they got to us they changed their course and went away to the right.  
You will notice that I commenced this with black ink and finish it with blue.  The reason of the change is that I had to leave my first place and could not go back again.  I shall look for a letter from you tomorrow for Grant’s order does not prohibit letters coming to us.  I write often for I want to have you hear from me once in a while and I do not think that you will get them all.  
It cheers me greatly to get your letters.  That is so ____ as you keep in good spirits.  I have not time to write more now as I am called upon for the tenth time for a detail of men from our  Regt.. for fatigue duty.
Write often for I want to hear from you with many kisses sweet wife and all my love 
Good Bye
Ever yours
Horace






