


Note from Mary 

OLD SO(DJERS WHO 
DIED DURING 1913 

1 

The opening of the year 1l>14 ,secs 
the number of old solclfars In tbls 1 
city nnd viclnlty lesi;crie<l 'by oight, 1 
whose tle:i.ths occurred wiU:in tho 1 
Yell� l!Jl3. Those who passeu away 
ilurmg the past y(Jp_r are Jo'hn JD!ler, I 
at the age of 83 years, hls tlea.Lh oc
currlug on Jap.!Jii.rr 3rd, rn1a; Noah 
Guessford, who passed away 011 May 
24th, 1013, at tlie age of 83 years· 
Williru\1 McGeehon, wl10 was lrillell 
on July 3, 1013, near Findlay, OMo, 
at t�e age .of 75 years; Joaeph St. · 

· Louis. whose demi.se came on Janu- 1 
· ary 7, 1913, at the age of 69 years; T. 

G. Stclnke, who died March 21st, 1913, :
' at the ago of 71 years; .A. A. Wise, ·
" wbo passed away on June 15th. Wl3·'
· Joh11 Colter, who uied at the ·age or :

79 years on Augu,st 6. 19i3, and Radpl1
· K. Okell, whose death at Lewis oc- I 
· mrrr.ed at the age ot 75 :,ears on No- 1 

' vembcr lG, 1913. 

Atlantic News Telegraph January 7, 1914 

Sioce November is the month we honor 

veterans I decided to investigate and see what 
information I might find on a few of these 

gentlemen who died during the year of 1913. 
Ralph K. Okell, was born in England on Nov. 11, 

1838 and died at Lewis on Nov 16, 1913. At the 
age of 18 he came to the United States settled 
in Chicago before locating at Denmark, Iowa 

where he enlisted in Company L, 4th Iowa 
Volunteer Cavalry and served for over four 

years. Soon after the war he moved to Lewis, 
where he married Frances E Hopley. After her 
passing he married Mrs. Alica Worthington in 

1886 in Lewis. Mr. Okel! is buried in the 
Oakwood Cemetery. 

The following from a Findlay OH paper and 

reprinted in The Atlantic News Telegraph July 8, 

1913. William McGeehon, 75 years old, 
thought to be from the National Soldiers' Home 

at Leavenworth, Kas. Was almost instantly 

killed about 11:30 O'clock last evening, 

when he was dragged under an eastbound 

Nickel Plate passenger train at Mortimer. 

He had evidently been asleep for he did not 

attempt to alight until the train had started to 

leave the station. He slipped and fell under the 

tracks of the heavy Pullman car, his right leg 

being severed from the body near the thigh, 
and the left one badly crushed. An army 
discharge, from Harrisburg, PA., showed him to 
be fourth corporal in Co. I. 134th Penn. Vol. 

Infantry. Interment will be in the Atlantic 
Cemetery. 

January 6, 1913: In the passing of Uncle John 

Eller Cass county loses a man who was true in 

every relation in life and who was loved by all 
who knew him. He was of the sturdy stuff of 
which pioneers were made, and yet kindly and 

considerate in all things. The world owes much 
to him and to the men who were his 

compatriots in peopling this part of the west. 

They laid its foundations strong and deep and 
Uncle John Eller lived to see the splendid 

superstructure of today reared upon them. He 
passed to his reward "like one who wraps the 

drapery of his couch about him and lies down to 
pleasant dreams." 
++++++++++++++-+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

While scanning the Armed Forces Grave 

Registrations I found the following men who 
served during either the Spanish American War 

or the Mexican War: Edward F Brown, David 

Chapman, Charles W Clardy, James Cline, John 

C. Craig, Frank Hanton, D. H. Hemphill, Henry

John Hoffman, William H. Irving, Hugh Krafft,

Guy Lowman, Ellery Ellsworth Mills, John J.

Rapp, Alexander C. Roe, Frederick A. Roe, Fred

Schrier, Charles H. Scott, Dee M. Scriven,

Samuel L. Sprouse, George H. Stafford, James

Stapleton, Frank H. Temple and John Ward.

David Chapman served both the War of 1812 

and Mexican War. Richard Cotter served 

during The War of 1812, Thomas H. 

Hardenbergh served in the Seminole (FL) War. 

James Scovill served both during the Blackhawk 

War and the Civil War. I have been researching 

James Scovill and he was born in MO in 1840 so 
I don't think he was in the Blackhawk War. I 

wonder if there was some confusion and it was 

instead his father Benjamin Scovill. 


