
 



 



Rev. Clarence  Weston  1872-1940  Bio 

Updated March 22, 2017   By: Jack Dudley (Inman) Robinson 

Caroline Frances (Weston) (Inman) Robinson (1919-1997)   David Paul Weston (1899-1961)   Rev. Clarence Weston (1872-1940) 

Rev. Clarence Weston, son of John Copeland 

Weston (1834-1921) and Caroline Frances (White) 

Weston (18-1921), born on July 5, 1872 in 

Clinton, Clinton Co., Iowa. Rev. Clarence 

Weston a direct descendant of immigrants John 

Weston (1628-1723) and Sarah (Fitch) Weston 

(1633-1698) of South Redding (Wakefield), both 

emigrating from England.   (#3, pg. 742) 

Clarence’s parents, John Copeland Weston and 

Caroline (aka Carrie) Frances White, a lineal 

descendant of immigrant Nicholas White, married 

on “January 14, 1870” per the Dedham 

Massachusetts Marriage Records. (#4) 

 

Clarence’s father, John Copeland Weston grew 

up on his father’s Hancock Hillsborough Co., New 

Hampshire ranch. In 1851 John Copeland’s life on 

his father’s Hancock ranch ended and his future life dramatically changed when he embarked on a sailing 

venture around the world, per excerpts from historic authors’ records. “Mr. Weston in early life developed 

a great desire to travel and to see something of the great world in which we live.   September 5, 1851 he 

left Boston on the ship John Wade as a sailor before the mast, and returned August 5, 1852, having in 

that time sailed around the world.” (#1) The following year John Copeland’s mother, Mary, passed away on 

August 27, 1853. “In 1853 he went to California, remaining fifteen years in that state and Oregon.” (#1) 

John Copeland was employed by mine operators in Northern California for the first couple of years before 

moving to Oregon in 1855 to participate in the gold mining properties in Sailor's Diggings, Waldo. While 

overseeing mines in Sailor’s Diggings, John Copeland at the age of 26 married Jane “Jennie” Sibley (1843-

1865) on June 23, 1860 at Waldo, Jefferson County, Oregon. Their marriage brought (3) three sons while 

in Waldo. Eugene Weston was born on April 17, 1861, George Ephraim was born on August 20, 1863 and 

Phillip Henry was born on January 31, 1865. Jane (“Jennie”) Sibley passed away after Phillips birth from 

typhoid fever on February 14, 1865. Then shortly thereafter in 1865, their (2) two sons, George Ephraim 

and Phillip Weston, also passed away of typhoid fever, leaving their brother Eugene Weston.  John 

Copeland became a single father with his (4) four year old son Eugene Weston. Two years after Jennie's 

death, in 1867 John Copeland and his son Eugene journeyed back to New England. When John Copeland 

couldn’t find work in Hancock, he decided to go back to California, stopping first in Clinton, Iowa to visit 

his married older half sister, Harriet H. (Weston) Messer, shortly thereafter deciding to stay and settle in 

Clinton on October 27, 1868. Most likely Harriet’s, husband Oliver Messer, was influential in John Copeland 

Weston’s beginning his Clinton professional carrier as a “book keeper” for the Clinton Savings Bank and           

future professional positions of higher 

responsibility requiring a great deal of knowledge 

and trust in financial matters throughout his 

carrier. 

 

Two years after arriving in Clinton, John 

Copeland married Caroline Frances White. (#4)  

Four children followed while living in Clinton; 

Lucian (1871-1955), Clarence (1872-1940), Alice 

Imogene (1873-1875), Mary Frances (1877-1964) 

and Leonard Fisher (1881-1944) Weston. Eugene 

Weston from his father’s first marriage was also 

raised with the family in Clinton. The Clinton Iowa 

June 8th 1880 Census documents Clarence's 

father “John C.”, mother “Frances”, sister “Mary”, 

his brothers “Eugene” and “Lucian”, himself and 

their servant Ellen Brennan (from Ireland) lived at 



their home at 528-540 Tenth Avenue South, Clinton. Clarence’s age was (7) seven at the time and 

attending school. Clarence's father's occupation was documented as a “book keeper”. (#14) The Family 

was raised in their 528-540 Tenth Avenue South home pictured on the previous page. (The picture below 

is of Fifth Avenue in downtown Clinton in 1877) 

 

It appears after completing school, Clarence most likely worked as 

an apprentice book keeper in the Clinton National Bank for his 

father, prior to relocating to Springfield Massachusetts since 

historical records latter document his occupation while in Springfield 

was a “book keeper”. Did Clarence relocate to Springfield for a job 

opportunity or possibly meeting his future wife, our Weston family 

genealogy letter does not allude to his reasons. Since Springfield is 

a long distance East of Clinton, Clarence’s mode of travel most 

likely would have been by train, which included a junction in Chicago 
Illinois over a one or two day trip. 

After settling in Springfield, Clarence Weston married Ida 

Lucinda Clark on November 30, 1897, in Springfield. Per the 

Massachusetts Marriage Records 1841-1915, Clarence's place of 

birth was “Clinton IA”, Ida's place of birth was “Waterbury CT” and 

Clarence’s occupation was a “book keeper”, Clarence and Ida were 

residents of Springfield at the time of their marriage and Ida’s 

parent’s names were, “David B. and Mary M. (Haven) Clark”. (#16) 
Their first son, David Paul Weston was born on August 25, 1899 in 

Springfield. (1900 City of Springfield pictured to the left) 

Within a year after the birth 

of their first son, the family 

relocated to Dorchester 

Massachusetts. Again, did 

Clarence relocate to 

Dorchester due to his existing 

banking occupation or for 

another job opportunity? Our 

Weston family genealogy 

letter does not allude to his 

reasons. Dorchester is just 

South of Boston on the 

Atlantic Coast and 

approximately 100 miles East 

of Springfield, the typical 

mode of travel would have 

been by train.  Clarence’s 

and Ida’s second son, John 

C. Weston was born on     

May 12, 1901 in Dorchester 
Massachusetts.  

 



Clarence’s and Ida’s family returned to Clinton Iowa possibly early 1909, most likely again related to his 

employment in the institutions of banking or the lack of work in Dorchester Massachusetts. During this era 

there was a financial crisis known as the “Panic of 1907” that sent the New York Stock Exchange tumbling 

nearly 50 percent from its 1906 peak and spurred a string of runs on banks and trusts. The Clinton Iowa 

April 20, 1910 Census documents that Clarence and Ida and their (2) two sons, David Paul and John C. 

lived in a “rented home” in Clinton, Clarence's occupation as a “Book Keeper” in a “Bank” and that he 

was out of work for “10” weeks in “1909”. (#14) It was recorded in a 1910 historical book of Clinton’s 
history of John Copeland Weston’s children…. “Clarence of the Northern Trust Company of Chicago”. (#3)  

Soon following, it’s evident that Clarence relocated his family and went into the “ministry” sometime 

between 1911 and 1917 to rural Nebraska, since he officiated at his son’s David Paul Weston wedding in 

1918 in rural Nebraska. Their son David Paul Weston married Iva May Phillips on September 17, 1918 in 

Aurora, Hamilton County, Nebraska. The Nebraska Marriage Record documents that they were married by 
David Paul’s father, “Rev. Clarence Weston”. (#17) The town of Aurora is just West of Omaha. 

The Island Grove Township Nebraska Jan. 14, 1920 Census documents “Clarence, Ida L.” and “John C.” 

(age 18) lived in a rented home. Also, it documents Clarence's occupation was a “minister” at a “country 

church” and his son, John C. age 18, was living with them. (#14) As noted above, approximately two years 

earlier Rev. Clarence Weston officiated at David Paul Weston’s and Iva May Phillips’ marriage. 

Mid 1921 Rev. Clarence Weston’s mother and father passed away; first his mother, Caroline Francis 

(White) Weston died on July 13, 1921, her obituary was recorded in “The Clinton Herald Saturday July 

16, 1921 p. 6”; “Here for the service from out of the city were a son, Rev. Clarence Weston of Omaha; 

a grandson and family, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Weston and two children (Caroline Frances and Copeland) of 

Council Bluffs; a daughter, Mrs. Edward Wenks (Mary (Weston)) of Des Moines, and her husband.” His 

father, John Copeland Weston died just 2 weeks later on July 23, 1921 at the age of 87 in Clinton Iowa, 

his obituary was recorded in “The Clinton Herald Monday July 25, 1921 p. 8.”  Both parents were buried in 

Lot 4, Block 26 in the Clinton Springdale Cemetery. (#13) 

Rev. Clarence’s and Ida’s son John C. Weston married Ruth Irene Emrich on June 15, 1926 in Kingsley, 

Iowa. Ruth was born on July 2, 1902 in Belle Plaine Iowa. Kingsley Iowa is approximately 115 miles North 

of Omaha, just East of Sioux City Iowa. More than likely with John C. Weston’s father living relatively close 

in Omaha; he officiated at his son’s wedding. Rev. Clarence and Ida relocated to Omaha as documented 

in the Omaha Nebraska April 9th 1930 

Census documents that Clarence and Ida L. 

lived in a home they “owned” on 1623 

Pinkney St. valued at “$4,000” and 

Clarence's occupation as a “Congregational 

minister”. (#14) Rev. Clarence and Ida 

Weston continued living in Nebraska until at 

least 1935 as recorded in the 1940 Denver 

Census documenting that they resided in 

1935 near Central City, Merrick Co., 

Nebraska. On February 25, 1933 Rev. 

Clarence’s son, David Paul Weston married      

Velma Lucile Melvin (second wife) in Denver,  

Denver Co., Colorado. (#19) It’s evident that 

David Paul’s divorce from his first wife, Iva 

May (Phillips) Weston was probated between 
1930 and 1932.   

During this era the Great Depression of the 1930’s affected the lives of everyone and surely that 

included Rev. Clarence and Ida Weston. The Great Depression originated in the United States with the 

stock market crash on October 29, 1929, known as “Black Tuesday”, where the devastating economic 

effects continued throughout the world through the late 1930’s. Every sector of the economies were hit; 

heavy industry, construction was virtually halted in many countries and rural America farming 

communities suffered as crop prices fell drastically. If the Great Depression catastrophe wasn’t enough, 

beginning in the mid-1930s, a severe drought ravaged America’s agricultural heartland, including 

Nebraska. (#18) 



Between the years of 1935 and 1940 Rev. Clarence and Ida Weston relocated to Denver Colorado.  

During this time period their son, David Paul Weston, and his family and their granddaughter, Caroline 

Frances (Weston) Inman lived in Denver as documented in the Denver 1940 Census’. Their son, John 

C. Weston, and his family lived in a rented home in Kimball, Kimball Co., Nebraska, with two sons “John 

C. Jr.” age 12 and Stanley E. age 7, John C. Weston’s occupation was a “minister” as well and the family 

lived in Archer Nebraska in 1935, all as recorded in the Kimball Nebraska 1940 Census. (#14) Our Weston 

family history states Rev. Clarence Weston decided to retire in Denver due to his allergies since Denver 

had a dryer climate. The Denver April 10th 1940 Census documents that Clarence and Ida Weston lived at 

3360 Lowell St., Denver, Denver Co., Colorado as a "lodger" in the home of Howard Collins and that 
Clarence was a “retired minister”.  (#14) 

Rev. Clarence Weston died a short time following the 1940 Census at the age of 68 on December 27, 

1940 in Denver, Colorado, which was published in the Denver Post on December 28, 1940. Rev. Clarence 

Weston's wife, Ida Lucinda (Clark) Weston, passed away 2 years later on February 19, 1942. Both 
were buried at the Crown Hill Cemetery, Wheat Ridge, Jefferson CO., Colorado. (#20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Clarence Weston, not only left his “footprint” in Clinton Iowa and in rural Nebraska, but most 

importantly onto his descendants to this day throughout America. 
 
Rev. Clarence Weston’s Life Events: 
July 5, 1872 Born: in Clinton, Clinton Co., Iowa 

June 8, 1880  1880 Census Clinton, Clinton Co., Iowa: Head John C. Weston 46, Wife Frances Weston 36, Son Eugene   

  Weston 19, Son Lucien Weston 9, Son Clarence Weston 7, Daughter Mary Weston 3, servant Ellen Brennan 20 
1897  Occupation: bookkeeper and living in Springfield Massachusetts 
Nov. 30, 1897 Marriage: Clarence Weston and Ida Lucinda Clark in Springfield Massachusetts: Husband: Clarence Weston,  
  Wife: Ida L. Clark 
Aug. 25, 1899 Birth: son David Paul Weston in Springfield Massachusetts 
1900-1901 Removed to: Dorchester Massachusetts 
May 12, 1901 Birth: son John C. Weston in Dorchester Massachusetts 
1909  Removed to: Clinton, Clinton Co., Iowa 
1909  Occupation: Book Keeper for Northern Trust Company of Chicago, Clinton, Clinton Co., Iowa 
April 20, 1910 1910 Census Clinton, Clinton Co., Iowa: Head Clarence Weston 37, Wife Ida Weston 35, Son David Paul   
  Weston 11, Son John Copeland Weston 8 
1911-1917 Removed to: rural Nebraska 
1911-1917 Occupation: trains for the ministry and becomes a minister of a rural church possibility in Gage, Island Grove  
  Township, Nebraska 
Sept. 17, 1918 Marriage: son David Paul Weston of Aurora Nebraska and Iva May Phillips of Pender Nebraska; in Aurora, Hamilton 
  Co., Nebraska; by Rev. Clarence Weston 
1918  Occupation: Minister in Country Church in Gage, Island Grove Township, Nebraska 
Jan. 14, 1920 1920 Census Gage, Island Grove Township, Nebraska:  Head Clarence Weston 47, Wife Ida C Weston 45,   

  Son John Weston 18 
July 13, 1921 Death: mother, Caroline Francis (White) Weston, in Clinton, Clinton Co., Iowa 
July 23, 1921 Death: father, John Copeland Weston, in Clinton, Clinton Co., Iowa 
July 2, 1926 Marriage: son John C. Weston married Ruth Irene Emrich on June 15, 1926 in Kingsley, Iowa 
Oct. 29, 1929 The Great Depression: The Stock Market crashed on this date throwing America into the “Great Depression”   
  through  the late 1930’s. 
1930  Occupation: Congregational minister, Omaha, Douglas Co., Nebraska 
April 9, 1930 1930 Census Omaha, Douglas Co., Nebraska: Head Clarence Weston 57, Wife Ida L Weston 55 
April 1935 Resided: Merrick Co., Nebraska per the 1940 Census Denver, Denver Co., Colorado 
April 4,  1940 1940 Census Denver, Denver Co., Colorado, 3360 Lowell; Residence in 1935: R, Merrick, Nebraska: Head   
  Howard K Collins 21, Wife Florence Collins 20, Lodger Clarence Weston 67, Lodger Ida L Weston 64 
Dec. 27, 1940 Death: Denver Post Death Record, Dec. 28, pg. 19D: Rev. Clarence Weston in Denver, Denver Co., Colorado 
Feb. 19, 1942 Death: Ida Lucinda (Clark) Weston in Denver, Denver Co., Colorado 



 

Compiled by: Jack Dudley (Inman) Robinson, a direct descendant of Rev. Clarence Weston      

Updated: March 22, 2017 Email: jackrobinson@mindspring.com 

(I hope this short bio and the records supporting the same will provide a basis for others to discover 

additional interesting records of Rev. Clarence Weston life and that of his families and descendants. 

This biography is for Public use, however, it is not to be utilized for commercial purposes.) 
 
SOURCES: 
(#1) “The History of Hancock Hillsborough County, New Hampshire, 1764-1889” by William Willis Hayward 
Web Link: PDF PAGES 986-988 
(#2) “The Maritime Project" Web Link: http://www.maritimeheritage.org/inport/1852.htm  

(#3) “Wolfe’s History of Clinton County, Iowa” 1911 by Patrick B. Wolfe     Web Link: PDF PAGES 366 & 482-484  
 Web Link: PDF PAGES 366 & 482-484 
(#4) “Their marriage and parents names were documented in the Google book "An Alphabetical Abstract of Record of Marriages in 
the town of Dedham MA 1844-1890" page 131.”       
(#5) “The History of the Town of Antrim New Hampshire 1880” by Rev. Warren Robert Cockrane 
Web Link: PDF PAGES 742-744 
(#6) “The History of Peterborough NH 1876” by Albert Smith M.D.;  
(#7) “The History of the Town of Antrim 1744-1844” by Rev. John M. Whiton;  
(#8) “Inscriptions on Gravestones in the Two Old Cemeteries on the East Hill in Peterborough NH 1909” by the Peterborough 
Historical Society;  
(#9) “Inscriptions of Gravestones in the Old Cemetery at Hancock NH 1911” by The Hancock Historical Society;  
(#10) “The Fisher Genealogy Descendants of Joshua, Anthony & Cornelius Fisher 1898” by Phillip A. Fisher;  
(#11) Find A Grave Memorial# 8526412 and Memorial# 10472956 
(#12) “Concord, Massachusetts Births, Marriages and Deaths 1635-1850” By The Town of Concord  
(#13) “The Clinton Herald Monday July 25, 1921  p. 8.” and   “The Clinton Herald Saturday  July 16, 1921 p. 6” 
(#14) “1850, 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900, 1910 and 1920 US Census” 
(#15) “Mining Legends, Series II, No. 3” Oregon Collections 
(#16) “Massachusetts Marriage Records 1841-1915, City of Springfield, pg. 34, Record # 603” 
(#17) “State of Nebraska Marriage Record #5952, Dept. of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics: Date: Sept. 17, 1918:  David Paul 
Weston and Iva May Phillips” 
(#18) “The Great Depression” by Wikipedia 
(#19) “State of Colorado Div. of Vital Statistics Marriage Record #A-20176: Denver: Date: Feb. 25, 1933: David Paul Weston and 
Velma Lucile Melvin” 
(#20) “Find a Grave Memorial# 138648535 Nov 12, 2014 Rev. Clarence Weston” and “Memorial# 138648667 Nov 12, 2014 Ida L. 
(Clark) Weston” Buried in Crown Hill Cemetery, Wheat Ridge, Jefferson CO., Colorado 

 
NOTATIONS: 

a. Census Review Comments: Regarding the US Census records, there are many errors when the "hand written" Census' 
are transcribed into the "typed" records, requiring review of the original handwritten Census' and comparing to other 
collaborating records.  

b. Weston and Wesson are the same family. In Middle English WESTON is pronounced WESSON and was spelled WESFON (SF) 
being a double S. As the SF evolved it became ST. 

c. The Weston Family Genealogy Letter was passed down to Caroline Frances (Weston) (Inman) Robinson, which is a (4) page 
document that outlines (8) eight generations of the Weston family. 
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